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!ri)}{i i-;J_ ()
It,: \;ttllti.i ii,-iiltir ( cr,t,-r i,r, \\1',1.- 1. ll,r. licrlLre:l i,rr irrri1'r, t.:tr., \:liill,r!.

Dear Conrnrissroner

Ih,s ettet ts a reql]esl i:y Anrethyst l'lftaitir Cenier f,:r Wor^'rerr lthe , : ircer':;ed Lo lvlarie

E.irsabein [:Jeurskertrs \/art Jer'/y'cucje i.).r'lf ei/AdmInislrator rtnr: Flealihcare rro'Jlcie j ']foI a

ienl!roraiv vanarrc,e (pLrr:;uant to 12V,4,(.lS-4'1:l iiOt of the lileg,rlatrons ictr Licensur': oi Abonro,r

Facil,ires 12VAC-fi-4'i2.sirecrfrcailyl)artVllreiate(jtodes,gnandconstfucliontiil,tNj"l-ocaiarrri

State: Codes and Sitanriarcls " 12 VAC5-4 1;i 3Bl)

'TnellealtilcitreProvtderrr;commrltedtrprovrclrnghillhqualityc;aretoVirqrnrasvvofrrt.nand

tahr.5 n'cn,i.lllv alrlliOi-rilt? ineasurcs. I(r ptOtrjLl tne safet' Jf patrents Jncl tL, c,ts'lre tl;dt a

stan(1ar1 (;r .1lqi'l qLralriy care is met r:ionsrstent witr the cornmrtrrent t,:l operate it f actlity that

ensuies tirai Virgrnra wor-'ren have acc;{:ss to h,gh qualrty repioductive ireaith fiarc} tlre

Fleaitncaf e Prcvrc er has souqht ano re cerved ;--) lrcerise ref lowal io conlrnue opreratrrrg through

Aprri i0 2Lr i i;

l-he Facrlrty ha!; taken steps to cornply u/rth '1ri VAC;S-412. rncludrrrg cuicretsing.r nerai

refr'rqertrior for the, iab i:.iyng a iockinq Crull s;afe ilr the new rnedicalron/'ec:oveiy room

amonq Lltlrers I he Facrirty lias also {Jalh{}rerC rnlorrnatron i.tDorrt lhe cos,i c,f comp yrng witi't

Pafl ,/li at,O fO"rrrl t p|J hilrve

1,1 )r.'.r 12 the -ieaithcare Provrder subrrirtted a 0etailed pla,r (tne "Plan') to brirg thr: FaL;tlttv rlo

tuli complrance with Part'r/li wrth;n two Vears 
-; he Plan tn,:{ucied dela ls abr)i.lt {lof}lphance)

steps and cienrorrrttrated [t {ielail how palrent $aiet'/. pat{eni r;are. anei th<.' :;errvtce,r:-r oifered

lvoul0 not be affeded aoversely durn,j opefatron ct tne F;rcrlrty '[hus. the {]urrent Dperallort
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retiecied rtr ti:e Plarr sno\/s how patr€)nl$ wc,uir.i ire protecieil upon the q!'art of a lemp,rrary

vatlanie ils coerirtron aileady erlsuriJs, ihe prolectron and well-treing ol pa iiilnl$

'ihe l"'lealthcare Provider reeuests a t€rmDofilrv va{tance because cr:rlpirance v,;rtlr the

arcTllecturai requtrertents I') Part vll irave lrtt]<: or r]o relal.ron to pailent safgiy,ln,l quellrtv oi

care. but lvouid Inrpos€1 prollbitively i.rdir costs ano burderrs on the l-lealthoerre F .i]vrd(3r 
!"hcl

hrgi' costs and burdens rrnpr,rsed by Part Vil oonstltute ... in and of tl'rsm ss1,75,s -.. rnpractrcai

harcishrps irr theii appiica1r.Jn to the urrrqtie allf ritut€'s of th:: F:ar:ility

Thi: fiealthc;are Provrcler's {iill corr-rpliarrc;e witir frarl Vll r-nay also be unriec(js;s€||'y,;rve]r rr,.cerrt

deveiopfnents. On May 11 ).tJ14 Governor lt/cAulrffe iss!iec an Fxei:utrve Direc'hve r:D-i: n

wnici-r he i,rcrnowledged thal Pan Vll piaced irnpre,ceden:ec ccnstru(;trJr'r requrrc'|rlenls on

laLrortron] facilrtre:; anct expressed c(,i"riern then therse nevv rt' stnclion:i nra]/ negatrvely rm[ract

!ryonren's access lo n€lce:;sary health r:ervrc,:s

In u:ll-:o,,; n,.:irtg the [:xr:,.;utrve Drrectrvr: tle (]overnoi issued a news releast: in wl'tt,:h he inacie

ihe foilowrng statement "'l arrr concer red li-ral. ihe €)xtf eme and punltlve resluiaiiot-ts adopted

'ast yca! ,doparot;fe lhc Jbl{rty oi nrosl 
^c,nter, 

, he;tltn ce rters tc Feep tnelr dout ' Jpe n ;rttrl

olace tn leopardy the heaitn and i'eprc,dur:ttve rrghts of Vtrqinta worlren '

t\Cl)CidinEiy ift Iti-'i iriel {;,*veiltOr f{:}ClL]e$t{lci .tn;iCC*leraieci review C}f Pa'-t Vli r;*.:eKiiltl

3Clv,iIer r)ft v/hethtlt n6i\\l reqLilatrciris ii'tii',.]lil be prol'r-iLilgat{ici ol'wnetl"iclr" any s},lsiliriri

i'ri;i,.r,iti,ff'ti'jltC,Ltl(j -iri: itf'irsrliJtitj i:f i'ti"iri;3iCiJ."

It vrr-rLltci be contrary to con-rfnon senst; ' ancl argualliy inallploprlate tc, pLirsu€r ar aggressrve

burilenscine. and etxpensivr; cornpilance program \Mrth respect tc Part \'/li lvhetr;rn L-.xecL:ttvt:

Dir'er:lrve cf the Conrnronwealth deen-s; Pari Vil an unprecedenled corrstrLl,ltlon rrlqulrrsment

thai ntay rregativei,T rmpaCl lvomen S ilcOeSS t0 lle(ressar! health Sel\,'lCeS ilncl th{}
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corn'ncnwealtii rs rjorTirneiri-rlng a piooi:r:;s it> r.;:territirre wletlrer Pa( vll sl-rotid !.te an'rended

or !epeareal

In acldrtrorr tO the i:xec;utir,,e Directrve. f,,a{ Vll iS unCer ludrciai revtew f)r:fore the i.jlrcutt Court

ior Arlingt{)f ) County rn f aits Church i-,tt:altlicat'' Certter v ',t'irgtttB []oarll ot l:tei]ltr,

el ;r/ Case No CL 1:i 1362 The Corri overrr:ieC a demurrer tnat had lleen iilea by the

Conr rlronv,/ealth and upheld the ghi of i:ali:; Churr:ir I-iealtlrcare Centet i"FCllL- rio be hear,l

cr rha m(j frts of itr; ch;alieng;: 10 Part \rll anc other aspeci$ ol the ente'r$ency f€igr]:;ilio irs

adcp-.eci bv ihe L3r:ard of lleaith ihe t;ase rs si;heduied tr'l tre heard in ;\ug;st ilC 14

ln its apoeal. FCFIC has asked the C0urt to sei astde tne ilellulatlons tor Lrcenst-re of

Aor:riron f:aciiittes, (12 VAC5.10 to -3tj(ll rr'r th{jr e,rtrrety l\lterrratrvelv FCFIC asireto lh$ Couri

to sel asrcle ihe pr:rlrons of llre reguialrrlns pertainrrtg io Ircense rertelvai tentporary varlances

ancl tne buildrng r-.gulaiirlns containeri irr Patrl 'Jll

l-hJ ii-.althcare Provirjer understands 1i'ett tnrs,,:ng:ing litrgation [rav rejsolve v,/r]otrler

Llnclertakrrg cotnprliance i,vrtl Part Vll s; necessary and al the very ie3sl. rll,:v pto'vriJrr

acl J11:onal gurclan{le \,!iin respecl lo cl:Jl'r !pllSnce

In sur1r. rt wcrllct be unreascnabie to r(lrqu't-e thr; Flealthcare Frovider lo expenC iat1le sutlrs cf

mclney on s:gnifrcant arcrrlleciural chelnl]es therl ha'ue no bearlng on patlent !;alei,/ care or

servrce offerings grven the pendency :f an l:xecutive Direct!ve a,ld litrgatlon thal rrray render

sucn expenditurers unnecessary . experclrture that would undermlrre the prlncipai r)ur[,ose of

the F:acrlrt',, tc pfovide accesis to repr{lductlve heaitlr servtcers and to spFjnd rrssoLli-ces 3ri

meorcaliy appropftate treaT s of atssutrr'1rJ p;ltrent irt)alth and safety

DLii-tnE the pendenoy of Ihe revrew Ic fr€r inil.iai;rd prrsuant io the Exe:Lltlve' Dlrectrve artld the

Fil,ff*:f ,,,,';;,.".

\;'i"; i-i,r',;'.i , 
.

AHCW Variance Request Page 3 o1'5



Amethyst flealttr Center for Woilr€rle Inc.
93 8 0-B Forestwood Lane'

N{anassas, VA 201 1 0

703.335.2779

'ilrlai:r' (Ltirner)fcd by t'CHC,. l're Fl:.arihcart.Prcr,rdel.equcsts lhal tiIS lettcr rrs:rccnse

!'er)ev/at apprlrcalrc,n and ils Plan be rii:enreC tc' satrsfy ihe Curdance DOcurnr:nt dated Octobel

25 :a\)12. i:;sued i:y the] Vrrqlnla Depa"trlent ct flerarlth Olf ce oi Lrcenr;ure, and Certrfrcation

Accordingly, tl^le Fiealthcare Provtder requests r;rarl of a temporary vitr anc:e for ti-re !:actltty

untri Aprrl 30 2015

l-iii'r-,r:iii+l'/

,t/-;{-}l

,Ul a- l":,,j,,;_;_t-ti.ut:-..l,ta _ \_l (..;i.,,'., trL"..l._ LL., rrl,,t<

lVl a r r e, L: I i :; i.: L: et h Be u r s; k e r"l s';'a rl r.j r3 f W(i i"i {i {3

()i,vlt,l; t- ;r nti r\,J ln t rl i$tritlc i
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Part Vll

Design and Construction

12VAC5-412-380. Local and state codes and standards.

Abortlon facilities shall comply with state and local codes, zoning and building ordinances, and the Uniform

Statewide Building Code. In addition, abortion facilities shall comply with Part l and sections 3.1-1 through 3.1-8

and section 3.7 of Part 3 of the 2010 Guidelines for Deslgn and Construction of Health Care Facilities of the

Facilities cuidelines Institute, which shall take precedence over the Uniform Statewide Building Code pursuant

to Virginia Code 5 32.1-127.001.

Entities operating as of the effective date of these regulations as identified by the departmernt through

submission of Reports of Induced Termination of Pregnancy pursuant to 12VAC5-550-120 or other means and

that are now subject to licensure may be licensed in their current buildings if such entities submit a plan with

the application for licensure that will bring them into full compliance with this provision within two years from

the date of licensure.
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