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In the Matter of Lthe Acéusat—.ion (»}

Against: _
LAURENCE A. REICH, D.O., CASE NO. 82-18

Certificate No. 20A-4424, L-27267

)
%
Respondent, ’

S

DECISION

The attached Proposed Decision of the Administrative Law
Judge {8 hereby adopted by the Roard of Osteopathic Examiners

as its Decision in the

above-entitled matter,
December 3, 1982

This Decislo:n shall become effective on
1T IS SO ORDERED December 3. 1962 .

BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC EXAMINERS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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PROBOSED DECISION

This matber cams wn Feqularly fer hesring before
milford h. Maren, Administrative Law Judge of tha 0ffies of
Administrative Muarings, at Los Angeles, Celifornia, on
Octoper z8& and 29, and on Novewber 23, 1362, Alexander R,
Tobin, Esg., sppeored on kehalf of the Complainant, Raspondent,
Layrence A. Reich, D.0O., appeared 1n parech and wWas reprasanted

7 py his esunsel Larry P. Fidler, Esg. Evidence, Doth cral and
documentacy, having been introduced and the macter submittad,
the Administrasive Law Judge finda the following facka:

1

Garath J. Williams, Complainankt, i the Execukive

pilrector of wne Hoard of Deteogathic Examiners of the State =4
califarnia, and made Lha Accusatlon hecedin in his official

sapacliy.
Ii

On or abowt Febeehry 28, 1070, Pespipndent Lavrence A,

Reich, 0.0., was lesued physiclan’s and surgeun's certificate
Ho, 20A-4434 by tha Board, 2ald geelilicate 1o currently in full
force and sffevt.

LII

During various paricds batwesn 1579 and 1981, Respon-
dant engaged In Acts of upprotee=ional eonduct by sexually
abusing the followiny named patisnts while engaged in madical
practice, and which acta substentially relote wo his guallficacions,
funceions and dutims as a Tleanees:
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A TEED VR
1. In mid-October, 1981, Respondent, in taking
a history concerning Lhe patient's veginal infection, asked
the paticnt highly personal gucctione about her sex life; 1.g.,
whether ahe had ever had extra-marital artajrs, whether she wWas
happy with heg husband, ler sexual fantasies, and her sex life
before she was marricd.

- .2, Dpuring the physical examination performed
by Respondent he began to rub the patient's genitals. He then
stood between her legs and wlth the,palms of his hands vegan
pushing on her atomach whilc asking her whelhcr she masturbaked,
whether her vagina became easily lubricated, and at what point
during sexual activily did she lubricate, He then requested
that she lubricate herself, The patient inquired whether he
meanl. for her to masturbale, and the respondent answnred in the
dllirmative., The patient refused. While Lalking La Lhe patient,
Respondent continued Lo apply pressure with his palms to thu
outside of her genitals, and then began rubbing hez cliloris
with his fingers. HRespondent stated that it was unfortunate
that she wouldn't comply with his request to maslucbate in Lhal
it would be very helpful in diagnosing the infecktion.

b, cHENY -CEND

- 1. On September 18, 1979, tha patient went to
Iespondent for a routine examination concerning her pregnancy.
puring the physical examination no nurse was present in the room,

2. Respondent agked thc patient many persaonal
questions about her pre-marital sex life and her sexual fantasies.
Further, Respondenl asked the patient whether she ever masturbated
and how it felt. Hc asked her to magturbate so that he could
obscrve, but she refused hig request. Respondent began to rub
her clitoris and genital area with both hands for about 2 minute.
He asked the patient whether this felt good te her and, if so, to
show him where it felt good.

c. PN GNP
1. In March, 1381, the patient visited Respondent
for tha purpoce of having a cervical cap fitted, On the first
visit, Respondent asked tha patient a series of guestions about
her sex life, In particular about the guality and frequency of
her orgasma. .

2, 'The patient wag next taken into the examination
room_where Respondent enflained tv her that inserting the proper
cervical cap was Aifficult and he proceeded to select and insectk
one into her vagina. Respondent informed the patiant that the
cervical cap could come off when Lhe cvervix dilates durzing an
orgasm; he, therefore, raquested that thc patient reach an orygasm
in front of him so Llial he could observe whether Lhe cap was
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firmly set. The patient refused this request, Respondent then
suggested that he would leave the examination room while she
would reach near-climax and thon he would return and check thas

cap's position.

3, The patient complied with Respondent’s wishes
and after a few minutes she called Respondent back into the
examination room, at which point he stated that because 1t was

" very important to make sure the cap would not come loose, that

he would stimulate the patient to the point of orgasm. He told
the patient to stimulate herself and he then insezrted his finger
into har vagina and masturbated har clitoris vigorously for

three to five minules. The patient again informed the Raespondent
that she could not go through with this, at which point Respondent
told the patient to insert the cervical cap herself while he left
the room. When he returned momenterily he again inserted his
finger into her vagina, ostengibly to check the cap's position,

4. During this visit, while in Respondent's
private office, Respondent stated that he was dcing a study for
8 magazine and was surveying his patients as to how they felt
about orally copulating their sex partners. He asked the patient
about her feelings on the subject, and, given her answer, then
asked her to explain how sha did it, le asked her to show him
by using his thumb as a symbolic penis.

v

Respondent testified in his own behalf but falled to
establish the existence of any mitigation, extenuation or rehabili-
tation from his problems. !

v

_ All allegations not heretofore found to be true are
deemed to be unproved by this record.

* w * * ®

Pursuant to the foregoing findings of fact, the Admin-
istrative Law Judge makes the following determination of issues:

I
Cause for disciplinary action exists against Respondent

pursuant .to Section 726 (formerly Section 730) of the Business and
Profegesions Ceodae,
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II

No cause for disciplinary action exists against
Respondent pursuant to Section 2234 (a) through (f) of the
Business and Professions Code.

E * L] * *

WHEREFORE, THE FOLLOWING ORDER is hereby made:
I

A. The Physician's &nd Surgeon's Certificate No.
20A-4424, heretofore issusd to Respondent, Laurence A. Reich,
D.0., is hereby indefinitely suspended until the following
terms and conditions occur; '

1. Within 30 days of the effective
date. of this Decision, Respondent shall undergo
a psychiatric evaluation by a psychiatrist
designated by the Board who shall furnish a

. report to the Board which shall state whether
Respondent is a danger to patients, and whether
he is in need of further psychiatric treatment
in order to engage in practice safely. If the
latter is determined, said report shall indicate
whather Respondent may practice during anagage-
ment in such therapeutic program,

2. If Respondent is judged capable of
practicing duzing continuance of the therapeutic
program, he shall within 30 days of said notifi-
cation submit to the Board for its prior approval

- the name and qualifications of the psychiatrist
cf his choice. Upon approval, respondent shall
undergo treatment until such time as the Board
deems that no further psychiatric treatment is
ne¢essary. To make this determination, the
Board may require periodic psychiatric evalu-
ations,

3. Respondent shall not engage in
practice as a physician and surgeon unless it
shall be determined by the psychiatrist that
he can engage in such practice without danger
to the public, and said psychiatrist certifies
in writing to that fact. On this occurrence
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‘

fﬁ“&: the Board shall notify the'zeapondant tha+ tha
) indefinite suspansion is lifted and the following
order shall immediately become effective.

* * * & 4

1I

: A. The Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No,
20A-4424, heretofore issued to respondent,Laurence A. Reich,
D.0., is hereby revoked; provided, howaver, this arder of
ravocation is hereby stayed for a pericd of ten (1l0) years

and conditions set forth below:

, 1. Respondent's certificate to practice

: shall be suspended for a period of cne-hundred-eighty
' (180) days. Credit shall be granted for any period
of suspension served under the indefinite suspension.
(Secltion I of tha Order above.)

2. Respondent shall be prohibited from
engaging in sclo practice. Within 30 days of the
effective date of this probationary order (Section

o~ II of the Order), respondent shall submit to the
' Board, and receiva its prior approval, a plan of
A practice limited to a supervised structured.
environment in which his activities will be over-
seen and supervised by another physician and
surgeon engaged in the same specialization.

3. Respondent shall have a third
party present while examining or treating
female patients.

. 4, Respondent shall cbey all federal,

’ state and local laws and all rules governing the
practice of medicine and osteopathy in the State
of California.

5. Raespondent shall submit quarterly
declarations to the Board, under penalty of
perjury, stating whether he has fully complied
with all the conditiens of probation.

6. Respondent shall comply with the
Board's probation surveillance program,

upon the full and complete compliance with the fellowing terms

. wa<
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7. Upon at least 15 days notice from
the Board respondent shall appecar annually before
X

. 8. In the event Respondent should
leave the State of California Lo Teside or to
practice outside Lhe State, Respondent must
notify in writing the Board of the dstes of his
departure and return. Feriods of residency or
practice outside the Stake of California will not
‘apply to the reduction of this probationary
period,

L L 3 * t *

« M In the avent respondent shall fail to fully comply
with the terms and conditions hereof, the Board of Osteopathic
Examincrs, after notice to respondent and oppurtunity for him
to be heard, may terminate the stay order and impose the order
of revocation, or make such other order as may be appropriate;
otherwise, upon expiration of the ten (10) ycar period, the stay
* shall become permanent. :

L hercby submit the foregoing
which constitutes my Proposed
Declsion in the above entitled
matter as a result of the hearing
had before me on the dates
indicated, at Los Angeles, Cali-
fornla, and recommend its adoption
as the decision of the Board of
Ostecopathic Examiners.

DATED: Zo‘_ﬁﬁ/{ ;ng._

Achinistration Law Judge
Office of Administrative Hearings
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