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Abortion services temporarily unavailable at Merrillville clinic

Dan Carden dan.carden@nwi.com, 317-637-9078 Jul 24, 2017 Updated 16 hrs ago

The Planned Parenthood clinic in Merrillville provides reproductive and other health services for women and men.

ohin Luke | The Time:

Indiana abortions declined 8.5
percent last year

INDIANAPOLIS — The number
of abortions performed last year
in Indiana totaled 7,277,
accordi

Governor approves new abortion
restrictions for pregnant minors
INDIANAPOLIS — Gov. Eric
Holcomb signed into law Tuesday
new abortion restrictions that
make...

INDIANAPOLIS — Abortion services temporarily are
unavailable at the Planned Parenthood health center in
Merrillville due to a state law requiring abortion doctors, or
another "back-up" physician, have admitting privileges at a
local hospital.

According to the State Department of Health, the Merrillville
clinic's back-up doctor, whose name by law cannot be
released by the state, ended the doctor's relationship with
Planned Parenthood on July 13.

As a result, abortions in Merrillville have been halted and
cannot again be performed until another physician with local
admitting privileges agrees to serve in the role.

Christie Gillespie, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood
of Indiana and Kentucky, said the Merrillville health center
remains open and continues to provide family planning and
other health services.

She said women seeking abortions are being referred to other
facilities.

"Our organization complies with every state law, and does
not comment on personnel issues," Gillespie said. "We have
every confidence that we will be providing abortion care for
our patients at our Merrillville health center soon.”

Indiana is among just eight states with an enforceable
admitting privileges requirement, according to the
Guttmacher Institute, a nonpartisan sexual and reproductive
health research organization.
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Pence signs controversial abortion
law

INDIANAPOLIS — Republican
Gov. Mike Pence once again has
thrust Indiana into the national
sp.

Lawmaker to propose total abortion
ban in Indiana

INDIANAPOLIS — A Hoosier
lawmaker hoping to permanently
end abortion in Indiana could get
an..

Abortion services again available at
Merrillville clinic
INDIANAPOLIS — The Planned
Parenthood health center in
Merrillville has secured a new
back-up doctor, as required by
Indiana law, and once aga.
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Critics of the mandate claim it is intended to restrict abortion
access, since abortion doctors often cannot obtain the
privileges as abortion procedures rarely require hospital
admission.

Religiously affiliated hospitals also typically refuse to extend
privileges to abortion doctors.

Supporters of the admitting privileges requirement, including
Indiana Right to Life President Mike Fichter, believe it is
necessary to preserve health and safety.

“In case of an emergency, admitting privileges ensure a
woman is aided in the most expedient manner possible,"
Fichter said.

State records show the Merrillville Planned Parenthood
performed 1,278 abortions in 2016, accounting for nearly 18
percent of the Indiana's 7,277 abortions.
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Daniel Carden

v Dan is Statehouse Bureau Chief for The Times. Since 2009, he's reported on Indiana government and
S politics — and how both impact the Region — from the state capital in Indianapolis. He originally is from
Orland Park, Ill.
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