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Abortion’s Underside
Kermit Gosnell is not the only seedy backroom abortionist operating in
the age of Roe v. Wade.

By Jillian Kay Melchior

Similar transitions happened at the clinic in Hialeah. In May 2006, as
the clinics were still being investigated, Gonzalez and Senises filed
articles of incorporation for their new clinic, A Gyn Diagnostic Center,
listing an address previously associated with A Gyn of Hialeah. Bazile
and Gonzalez filed articles of dissolution for A Gyn of Hialeah in
September 2006, about two months after Williams gave birth at the
clinic. Also in September 2006, Gonzalez resigned from the new A Gyn
Diagnostic Center. In January 2007, Natali Vergara became the vice
president of A Gyn Diagnostic Center. A month later, in February 2007,
Senises filed papers stating she had sold the business to Vergara. 81

And the final clinic, A Woman’s Care Abortions in Miami, listed Senises
as secretary and treasurer in 1995 and 1996, and as vice president from
1996 to 2009. She pled no contest to charges of unlicensed medical
practice, and her three-year probation began on September 28,
2008.82

In November 2008, the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration
issued a notice of intent to fine A Woman’s Care for failing to submit a
monthly report of induced terminations of pregnancy.83 In 2010, while
Senises was still on probation, no annual corporate report appears to



have been filed, but the Agency for Health Care Administration found
problems during an inspection. A surveyor discovered that several
bottles of emergency drugs had expired, though a medical supplier said
the replacements had been ordered. Furthermore, the defibrillator for

the crash cart needed a new battery and was not functional, and
reporting on staff and patients was deficient. The records had
apparently been misplaced.84 In 2011, a reinstatement was filed, listing
Senises once again as vice president.85

T. Don TenBrook, the prosecutor, says that if he had been aware that
corporate records suggested Gonzalez may have been violating her
probation, he would have looked into it. And “if somebody had put
together evidence indicating that she was either directly or indirectly
owning a health care facility and thereby violating probation, yes, we
would have sought a warrant, and, yes, we would have prosecuted.”86

Gonzalez’s probation ended in December 2012, after which point the
court could no longer prohibit her from working in medicine. My
investigation revealed that she is regularly present at the Miramar
Women’s Center offices, and a staff member told me she is the owner.

Overton, the former Hialeah deputy police chief, says that while he is
concerned about the abortion clinics’ leadership, “it’s the symptom of
the bigger issue, and the bigger issue is the state statutes and what [the
law] supports. Whether [Belkis Gonzalez] is running it or not, does it
matter? The state supports what they did. Even as horrific an event as it
was . . . the law supports what they did that day.”87

The clinics’ ownership and the deficiencies of Florida law are both
troubling, but the troubled careers of the doctors employed at the
clinics are of at least as much concern.



Frantz Bazile, the former owner who first came to the attention of the
law with that botched Illinois abortion in 1987, still performs abortions
at A Gyn Diagnostic Center. When I visited the clinic, a staffer told me
that a “malpractice [history], [Bazile] does not have. You can research
him, but . . . ”

David Steven Brown is the medical director at A Woman’s Care. He
began working at the Miramar Clinic around September 2004, just
before the investigation into unlicensed medical practice at these
establishments began.88 His criminal record is minor — one DUI in
200789 – but, according to a sworn statement by the receptionist who
was sanctioned for unauthorized medical practice at the clinics, Brown
had trained her to do sonograms although she was unlicensed.90 I
found no evidence that he was ever prosecuted. He did not respond to
my message, left with a receptionist.

Finally, a doctor named Harvey Craig Roth practices at all three clinics.
In 1998, Roth performed a circumcision that went horribly awry.
According to insurance records, a “Mogen clamp was used during the
procedure” and the “circumcision resulted in an amputation of a
portion of the glans penis.” Once again, the case was settled, and
Roth’s insurance paid out in 2005.91

I left a message for Roth with a receptionist, but he did not respond.

* * *

Like the Gosnell case, the story of these Florida clinics is representative
of the abortion industry’s seedy underside.

Abortion is, quite simply, a lucrative profession for its practitioners,
including the crooked or incompetent ones: In August 2012, the
research firm IBISWorld Inc. noted that the recession had decreased



the demand for babies, boosting revenue in the abortion business. It
forecast 4 percent average annual growth for the Family Planning and
Abortion Clinics industry through 2017.92

Women seeking an abortion often rely heavily on confidentiality, a
reasonable expectation. But the secrecy that shrouds the procedures
can also protect unethical doctors. Furthermore, abortion rates are
higher among women with lower educational attainment.93 They may
be at greater risk for being taken advantage of and harmed.

Finally, the charged politics surrounding abortion prompt many to look
the other way, even when a practice devolves, as it did in Kermit
Gosnell’s clinic, to truly horrific levels.

These factors can create a situation that puts both women and
newborn babies at mortal risk. In the end, the owners and practitioners
at sinister clinics are the only ones whose interests are served.

— Jillian Kay Melchior is a Thomas L. Rhodes Fellow of the Franklin
Center for Government and Public Integrity.
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