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HELENA – Two advocacy groups that support abortion rights are challenging the
constitutionality of a Montana law that allows only physicians and physician
assistants to perform abortions.

The Center for Reproductive Rights and the ACLU of Montana filed a lawsuit in
District Court in Helena on Tuesday, arguing that advanced practice registered
nurses are qualified to perform the procedure.
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The plaintiffs – certified nurse practitioner Helen Weems of Whitefish and a
certified nurse midwife identified as Jane Doe – “engage in patient care that is
comparable to, or more complex, and carries more risk than abortion in the first
and early second trimester,” the lawsuit argues.

“Medically unjust laws that prevent qualified clinicians from providing abortion
services are unconstitutional,” Nancy Northup, president and CEO of the Center
for Productive Rights said in a statement. “They further restrict abortion access in
states where it is already limited, while serving no valid medical purpose.”

The challenge is similar to one that played out more than 20 years ago, when state
law only allowed physicians to perform abortions.

Susan Cahill, a physician assistant, began performing abortions under the
supervision of Dr. James Armstrong in Kalispell in 1977. In late 1992, leaders of
the Montana Right to Life Association and the president of Flathead Pro-Life
began writing letters to state and local government officials arguing that criminal
charges should be brought against Armstrong and Cahill.

In 1993, the Flathead County attorney asked the Kalispell police to investigate.
Armstrong and Cahill challenged the law in federal court and a judge issued an
injunction preventing the state from enforcing the requirement.

Two years later, the Legislature passed a law specifically making it illegal for
physician assistants to perform abortions.

In 1997, the Center for Reproductive Law and Policy filed a lawsuit challenging
the constitutionality of that law. The plaintiffs included Armstrong and Cahill,
who was then the only physician assistant providing abortions in Montana.

The Montana Supreme Court ruled in 1998 that the state abortion law violated the
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constitutional right of a patient to obtain a lawful medical procedure from a
health care provider of her choice. State law was later changed to allow physician
assistants to perform abortions.

Cahill, who closed her health care clinic in Kalispell after it was badly vandalized
in 2014, recently announced she is opening a clinic with Weems in Whitefish.

A similar case is working its way through the courts in Maine. The ACLU of Maine
and the Planned Parenthood Federation of America filed a lawsuit last September
challenging a state law there that blocks advanced practice registered nurses from
performing abortions.

Wordcount: 443

Published: Jan. 30, 2018, 3:04 p.m.

Tags: abortions, ACLU, Montana, nurse practitioner

Subscribe to the Morning Review newsletter
Get the day’s top headlines delivered to your inbox every morning by subscribing to our newsletter.

More like this
TUE 17 JUN 1997

http://www.spokesman.com/tags/abortions/
http://www.spokesman.com/tags/aclu/
http://www.spokesman.com/tags/montana/
http://www.spokesman.com/tags/nurse-practitioner/


Advocacy groups want nurse practitioner to perform abortions | The Spokesman-Review

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/jan/30/advocacy-groups-want-nurse-practitioner-to-perform/[7/23/2019 10:34:03 AM]

High Court Upholds Montana Abortion Law Physician's Assistant Says She Is Singled Out By The
Legislation

FRI 16 JUN 1995
Judge Asked To Invalidate Abortion Limits Those Restrictions, Struck Down By The Judge In 1993,
Were Reimposed By The Legislature This Year

WED 21 JUN 1995
Planned Parenthood Challenges New Law Montana Requires 24-Hour Waiting Period For Abortions

SAT 10 JUN 1995
Court Asked To Block Montana Abortion Law

TUE 29 JAN 2019
A quick and 'easy' abortion

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1997/jun/17/high-court-upholds-montana-abortion-law/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1997/jun/17/high-court-upholds-montana-abortion-law/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1997/jun/17/high-court-upholds-montana-abortion-law/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/16/judge-asked-to-invalidate-abortion-limits-those/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/21/planned-parenthood-challenges-new-law-montana/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/21/planned-parenthood-challenges-new-law-montana/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/jun/10/court-asked-to-block-montana-abortion-law/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jan/29/quick-and-easy-abortion/


Advocacy groups want nurse practitioner to perform abortions | The Spokesman-Review

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/jan/30/advocacy-groups-want-nurse-practitioner-to-perform/[7/23/2019 10:34:03 AM]

Top sories in Pacifc NW

SPOKANE
As crews begin to contain Hanford-area wildfre, smoke’s path uncertain
UPDATED: 10:55 p.m.

Wildfre danger in July down to normal levels …

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/19/as-crews-begin-to-contain-hanford-area-wildfire-sm/
http://www.spokesman.com/spokane/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/19/as-crews-begin-to-contain-hanford-area-wildfire-sm/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/16/wildfire-danger-in-july-down-to-normal-levels/


Advocacy groups want nurse practitioner to perform abortions | The Spokesman-Review

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/jan/30/advocacy-groups-want-nurse-practitioner-to-perform/[7/23/2019 10:34:03 AM]

Mos read sories

Lates headlines

Defense expert: Therapis failed to convey Caleb Sharpe threats to shoot up Freeman High School …

William Hyslop sworn in as as Easern Washington’s top federal prosecutor …

Cusodian describes chaotic shooting scene inside Freeman High School …

Appeals court upholds Trump move to drop mine pollution rule …

Popularity of magnet fshing grows in Spokane despite muddy legal, ethical waters …

`Weird' Bobcat, At Leas, Digs Women His Own Age …

Judge to decide Tuesday whether Caleb Sharpe sands trial as juvenile or adult for Freeman shooting
…

Glenrose residents move closer to taking legal action to sop sports-complex plan …

Court documents shed new light on Wednesday killing of 20-year-old woman; suspect’s bond set at $1
million …

A Grip on Sports: There were quite a few tears of joy shed Sunday, from Ireland to Coopersown to
the Northwes

Cusomer options aplenty at The Green Nugget

http://www.spokesman.com/today/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/17/defense-expert-therapist-failed-to-convey-caleb-sh/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/19/william-hyslop-sworn-in-as-as-eastern-washingtons-/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/18/custodian-describes-chaotic-shooting-scene-inside-/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/19/appeals-court-upholds-trump-move-to-drop-mine-poll/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/21/popularity-of-magnet-fishing-growing-in-spokane-de/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/1995/feb/19/weird-bobcat-at-least-digs-women-his-own-age/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/22/judge-to-decide-tuesday-whether-caleb-sharpe-stand/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/22/judge-to-decide-tuesday-whether-caleb-sharpe-stand/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/21/glenrose-residents-move-closer-to-taking-legal-act/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/19/medical-examiner-identifies-20-year-old-woman-kill/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/19/medical-examiner-identifies-20-year-old-woman-kill/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/22/grip-sports-there-were-quite-few-tears-joy-shed-su/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/22/grip-sports-there-were-quite-few-tears-joy-shed-su/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/22/customer-options-aplenty-green-nugget/


Advocacy groups want nurse practitioner to perform abortions | The Spokesman-Review

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/jan/30/advocacy-groups-want-nurse-practitioner-to-perform/[7/23/2019 10:34:03 AM]

Follow us

A Grip on Sports: One of baseball's true nice guys fnally fnishes frs

A Grip on Sports: Mike Leake nearly turned in a perfect performance in the mids of the Mariners' less-
than-perfect season

Fifty years ago today: Apollo 11 lands

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/21/grip-sports-one-baseballs-true-nice-guys-finally-f/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/20/grip-sports-mike-leake-nearly-turned-perfect-perfo/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/20/grip-sports-mike-leake-nearly-turned-perfect-perfo/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/jul/20/fifty-years-ago-today-apollo-11-lands/


Advocacy groups want nurse practitioner to perform abortions | The Spokesman-Review

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/jan/30/advocacy-groups-want-nurse-practitioner-to-perform/[7/23/2019 10:34:03 AM]

elsewhere:
Facebook
Twitter
Newsletter

Subscribe
Print edition home
delivery
Newspaper Routes
Available

Help
Customer Service
Sitemap
Directory
Subscriber Services

User
Log in/Register

Advertising
Triple-Nine Digital
Classifieds
Obituaries

More
Masthead
Staff
Cowles Jobs
Archives/Research
Buy photo reprints
Jumble
Crossword
Horoscopes

https://www.facebook.com/spokesmanreview/
https://twitter.com/SpokesmanReview
https://www.spokesman.com/newsletters/manage/
https://ssriservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_ssr-c-cmdb-01.sh/custservice/web/addrfind.html?stateInfo=&source=external
https://ssriservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_ssr-c-cmdb-01.sh/custservice/web/addrfind.html?stateInfo=&source=external
https://www.spokesman.com/open-routes/
https://www.spokesman.com/open-routes/
http://www.spokesman.com/customer-service/
http://www.spokesman.com/sitemap/
http://www.spokesman.com/customer-service/#directory
https://ssriservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_ssr-c-cmdb-01.sh/custservice/web/contact.html?stateInfo=ldhnRIPikUzTBEfa9702|3&source=external
http://www.spokesman.com/accounts/login/?next=/stories/2018/jan/30/advocacy-groups-want-nurse-practitioner-to-perform/
http://www.spokesman.com/advertising/
https://triple9digital.com/
http://www.spokesman.com/classifieds/
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/spokesman/
http://www.spokesman.com/masthead/
http://www.spokesman.com/staff/
http://www.spokesman.com/careers/
http://www.spokesman.com/archives/
https://pics.spokesman.com/
http://www.spokesman.com/jumble/
http://www.spokesman.com/crossword/
http://www.spokesman.com/horoscopes/


Advocacy groups want nurse practitioner to perform abortions | The Spokesman-Review

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/jan/30/advocacy-groups-want-nurse-practitioner-to-perform/[7/23/2019 10:34:03 AM]

Contact Us
Downtown Spokane
999 W Riverside Ave
Spokane, Wa 99201

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 2160
Spokane, WA 99210

Customer service:
(509) 747-4422

Newsroom:
(509) 459-5400

© Copyright 2019, The Spokesman-Review | Community Guidelines | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Copyright Policy

tel:5097474422
tel:5094595400
http://www.spokesman.com/community-guidelines/
http://www.spokesman.com/service-agreement/
http://www.spokesman.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.spokesman.com/copyright/

	spokesman.com
	Advocacy groups want nurse practitioner to perform abortions | The Spokesman-Review


	RpdGlvbmVyLXRvLXBlcmZvcm0vAA==: 
	button1: 
	button0: 

	RpdGlvbmVyLXRvLXBlcmZvcm0vAA==: 
	form3: 
	email: Email address
	subscribe: 




