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l];{ehas already lost his license in Pa. and
14 N.J. charges stem from 5 abortions he

By Dara N. Sharif
2 ASSDCIATED PRESS
YEENTON — A controversial abor-
lio:ductar has agreed 1o stop work-
ihg3n New Jersey until an adminis-
izative law judge decides whether
the physician is fit to practice medi-
cjnd
iTHe New Jersey State Board of
edfcal Examiners accepted Steven
Chsse Brigham’s offer yesterday af-
ter deliberating ‘about one hour.
i']Z'a'ig,hamsnin: he would now get the
cl:moe 1o clear his name of charges
of gross negligence and imcompe-
pee brought by the State of New

Jprgey.-

N.Y. The
performed.

portant thing,” he said after the
board’s decision. “It’s beep an ordeal.
The charges are unfair and unfound-
ed ... [butl I see the light at the end
of the tunnel”
' Antiebortion activists said they
were satisfied for now.. 3
“We are pleased Steven Brigham
surrendered his license, and we are
confident that the administrative
law judge and the Board of Medical
Examiners will nltimately act in the
best interest of women in the state
and permanently revoke his I
cense,” sald Marie Tasy, spokeswom-
an for New Jersey Right to Life.
Brigham's medical license was re-
voked in New York three weeks ago.

Abortion doctor agrees to suspend

ing medicine in Pennsylvenia.

In October, an administrative law
judge began hearings to determine if
Brigham's license to practice in New
Jersey should be revoked or sus-
pended. That matter is continuing,
but the state asked New Jersey’s med-
jcal beard yesterday to immediately
revoke or suspend Brigham's license
in light of the New York action.

Brigham offered to suspend his
New Jersey practice temporarily,

pending a decision by the adminis-
trative law judge, and the board de-
cided to accept his offer.

The matter before the administre-
tive law judge has been adjourned
pntil Jan. 24.

Brigham is charged with 14 counts
of negligence, gross , mal-
practice and professional miscon-
duct concerning flve abortions per-
formed in New Jersey and New York.

Most of the cases involved complica-
tions that arose during second-ri-
mester abortions.

In revoking Brigham's privileges
to . New York cited two of
the five abortions brought before the
court in New Jersey.

New Jersey should revoke of sus-

nd Brigham’s license because New

ork determined that he engaged in
“groas and repeatedkactions of neghi-
gence regerding two patients,” Dep-
uty Attorney General Linda Ershaw-
Levenberg argued yesierday.

One case involved a New Jersey
woman, identified only as M.B., who
songht an sbortion at Brigham's
Spring Valley, N.Y., office in Rovem-
ber 1993, She was 26 weeks' pregnant.

New Jersey alleges that M.B. sul-
fered cervical lacerations while
Brigham was performing the proce-

dure and that he did not make sure
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