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agrees not to practice in NJ. -

Associsted Press . -

TRENTON — A controversial
abortion doctor has agreed to
stop working in New Jersey until
an administrative law judge de-
cides whether he’s fit to practice

medicine.

Dr. Steven Chase Brigham'’s

" offer was accepted Wednesda

by the New Jersey State Board o
Medical Examiners after the
board deliberated about one
hour.

Brigham said he will now get
the chance to clear his name of
charges of gross negligence and
incompetence brought by the
state of New Jersey. -

“At least I get the oPportunity
to defend myself. That's the most
im
following the board’s decision.
“It's been an ordeal. The charges
are unfair and unfounded ... (but)
I see the light at the end of the
tunnel.” 2

Anti-abortion activists said
they were satisfied for now.

“We are pleased Steven
Brigham surrendered his li-
cense, and we are confident that

_ the administrative law judge and
" the Board of Medical Examiners

will ultimately act in the best
interest of women in the state
and permanently revoke his
license,” said Marie Tasy,
spokeswoman for New Jersey

~ Right to Life.

Brigham had his medical li-
cense revoked in New York
three weeks ago, and prior to
that he had agreed to stop-prac-,
ticing medicine in Pennsylvania.

In Qctober, an administrative
law judge began heatings to de-
te ine if Brigham's license to
practice in New Jersey should be
revoked or suspended. That mat-
ter is ongoing, but the state on

rtant thing,” Brigham said

Wednesday asked New Jersey’s
medical board to immediately
revoke or suspend B._igham’s
license in light of the New York
action.

Brigham offered to temporar-
ily suspend his New Jers>y prac-

tice pending a decision by the .

administrative law judge, and
the board decided to accept his
offer.

The matter before the admin-
istrative law judge has been ad-
journed until Jan. 24.

Brigham is charged with 14
couats of aeg.gence, gross n2g-
ligence, malpractice, and pro-
fessional misconduct concerning
five abortions performed in New
Jersey and New York. Most of
the cases involved complications
arising during second-trimester
abortions.«

New York last month revoked
Brigham's privileges to practice
there, citing twe of the five abor-
tions brought before the court in
New Jersey.

Deputy Attorney General Lin-
da Ershaw-Levenberg on
Wednesday argued ihat New
Jersey should revoke or suspend
Brigham's- license because New
York determined he engaged in
“gross and repeated actions of
negligence regarding two pa-
tients.”

One case involved a New Jer-
sey woman identified only as
M.B. who sought an abortion at
Brigham’s Spring Valley, N.Y,,
office in November 1993. She
was 26 weeks pregnant.

New Jersey alleges that while
Brigham was performing the
procedure, M.B. suffered cervi-
cal lacerations, and that
Brigham did not make sure the
cuts were properly sewn up.

The patient began hemor-
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rhaging but, as New Jersey ‘al-;
leges and New York found in ve+"%
voking Brigham's Jicense, it wa
hours before Brigham called ang
ambulance to rush her to a hos«
pital where she had to have a .
hysterectomy. . . .. 4o

In a second case, Brigham was, i
found by New York to have Un= A%
knowingly perforated the uterus J
of a woman, identified as AW,
who was 24'% weeks pregnant. * 3

Ershaw-Levenberg :urged- thess
board to accept New York's déi
cision and take disciplinary ac<~"
tion against Brigham. . p s

Brigham pleaded with the
koard to have the opportunity to =
defend himsélf against all the s

' charges. He said if the board re- ..

voked his licenge on the basis of %
the two cases cited by New York,
the remaining 12 charges
brought against him in New Jer: |
al;’ey ;ﬂould forever hang over his 3
ead. i
“Am 1 ever going to be allowed -
to defend myself?” Brigham. s
asked. “My name has gone across -4
the country. My grandmother in
Atlanta who didn’t even know I
did abortions reads in the paper
about the New Jersey allega-
tions. ... This will haunt me th@:}
rest of my life. I just want tbi
exonerate myself to my family
and the world.”" WE A
With the action by the board,”
Brigham can now only practice: ..
in the states of California and'’
Florida, Sl
In Florida, Brigham took over -
for Dr. John Britton at the Ladies
Center in Pensacola, Fla., after
Britton was shot and killed out- "
side the clinie. ; Wi g
Paul Hill, a former minister,*
has been convicted and sen-!
tenced to die for Killing Britton:
and his unarmed escort.
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