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* WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF
EVERYONECARED?

The clinic's owner, Diane Derzs, said in a telephone interview that all her doctors are obstetrician-
gynecologists, but only one has admitting privileges at an area hospital. She vowed to fight to remain
open.

"We are going to do everything we can to remain there ... we are net going o let the women of
Mississippi down," said Derzs.

Wednesday's vote by the state Senate is the latest in a string of attempts by lawmakers to close her
facility, she said. Last year, the state introduced a bill known as the Personhood Amendment, which

would have defined life as beginning at the moment of concaption. The bill was defeated by voters in
November.

The bill is in a period for comment before it will be sent to Republican Gov. Phil Bryant, who has said
he wants Mississippi to become "abortion-free.”

“This legislation is an important step in strengthening abortion regulations and protecting the health
and safety of women,” he said after Wednesday's vote, in a statement.

"l am sick about this," said Felicia Brown-Williams, regional director of public policy for Planned
Parenthood in Hattigsburg, Mississippi, The bill "puts in place requirements that intenticnally try to
make it impossible for physicians to provide abortion services. ... Voters have already said that they
want the government to stay out of decisions that should be made by a woman, her family and her
physician.”

She expressed hope the bill might not be sent to the governor. "We are asking Mississippians to
reach out to their senators and ask them to reconsider their vote on this,” she said.

Still, she acknowledged, the bill is likely to be tabled Thursday and then sent to Bryant.
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