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Nme oiit of 10 timés, a simiple urine test -
‘accurately diagnoses pregnancy. And, uniéss
there. is other proof of- pregnancy, médical
¢éxperts say, women- with negative tests are
_not candidates- for abortions.

But uorklng undercover at the Water
Tower Reproducme Center, 840 N, Michi:
han, BGA investigator Mindy Trossman
2 coupted 81 abortion’ procedures performed
01 Women with negative pregnancy” tests.
- That was 12 per cent of all-the women who

' received usbortions during the two months
“Frossman worked “there.

T fhese numberssare very ‘incriminating,”

" sasd Dr, Louis Keith,-professor of gyngcology
“ar Northwestern University Medical School
and & practicing physlclan ‘If- hat was my ©
clinic and | had”8]1 women come in with
negative’ pregnancy lests. then 81 women
“would have gone home.”

AT BIOGENETICS LTD., 520 N. Mlchlgan.
“we also, found that women with negative
" urine tests were sold abortion procedures.
~* Duringa fiye:month investigation of Chi-

cago's -ahortion business by The Sun-Times
find the Better- Government Assn., we wit- ,
_nessed some of these painfully needless abor-
tions and saw_the aftermath. Women inno-
. cently underwent abortians they didn't need
~and, as.a result, suffered massive infections,
: bruises, wrenching cramps, severe bleeding.

Not only .does Water Tower Reproductlve
owner Dr. Arnold Bickham pay' scant atten-
tion o pregnancy lestsllefpre abortions, byt v

- he aly, seems uninterésted in finding out if
the wajnen he sold_ahortions needed them.

‘As disclosed S’lm/cry in this newspdper,
Blckham s clinic does not send the tissue re- .

« moved d iring abortions 10 a laboratory for
analysis. |Instead, it may be flushed down a
lailel. -Syrh analysis is-needed to determing
*“whether | the patlem;’who underwent the
abortion|was ., pregnant, and if she was,
““wheéther {the abortion was _complete.

. "But Yoy know,". a clinic wbrken whis-’
pered 10" Tr\ossman. "Dr.¢Bickham does abor-

+ tions on women who aren’t pregnant. ‘Once
_they gel black there [to ‘the exammlng‘

".yooms)"l confided another, “he'll do them:
; “He doesii't ever want the patrents to find out
" the. rbsults of , their’ test. .= .You'll find out
"-soon that he-does [ahoruons on} everybody "

So" it heemed. - =

. TROS.[V.MAN WATCHED once as Blckham
“turned what 'was supposed to be a simple ex-
" amination . lnto a fast abortion on a woman )
\Vlth 7 apparent i'srgns of prégnancy..
“Trossman | looked at-the patient's chart and .
: saw tha
: not"pr'e;

nant. f

! .,Note to readers

E ] and compassronate abol'tion care;
-] Is obtainable in-the- Chicago area, Reli-
* unseling: . should . be 1~
) ily. physicians, Other | --
organizations th¥ are. prepared to re:
-spond to womer' health - questlons are::

" @ Planned. Parenthood Assn 55 E .lack-E
son, 322:4240. :
-k

{7 Healih Evaludtlon Reteml Servlce,
: 2?57 N, Semlnary. 248-0166, . -

‘o The Women'q«Swltchboard of the Mld-:
wcst Women ] Center. 800«972 5404.

¥

Copyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times, Sun-Times Photo by Perry C. Riddle’

AT BIOGENETICS LTD., 520 N. Michigan, patients may be
sold painful menstrual extractions by medical director Dr.
Carlos Baldoceda (inset, above) instead of abortions when °
their pregnancy tests turn up negative. Pathological reports
on five women from one day’s operations at Biogenetics re-
vealed none was pregnant. At Water Tower Reproducfive
Center, 840 N. W@wigan, owned by Dr. Arnold Bickham
(left), BGA undercover investigator Mindy Trossman found
that 81—or 12 per cent—of the abortions during the two -
months she worked there were performed on women whose

-a-test.of her urme showecl she was .~

-"'were.pregnant. She fou
-had:negative tests,. - i L7
=Y don't lmow what to do,” shie 1otd Tross-

pregnancy

“Am 1 pregnan‘t’?" the patient asked.”

Bickham ignored her question. “Let me
examine you,” he said. Aftep a brief exami-
nation, Bickham turned on the suction ma-
chine and started the abortion. -

Only then did he, answer. *Yes, said ,
Bickham, ‘“definitely pregnant _ Definitely
pregnant.,. . .But not any more.”

Many doctors wouldn’t think of begmmng
an abortion_on a woman who didn't know
whether L,s_h\e_\was pregnant. “The most im-
portant thing,” one doctor said, ‘jis the ques-
tion of whether the procedure is necessary.
The patient must know her test TEsulis.”

We interviewed four other Watér Tower
Reproductive’ patients, like. the woman
Trossman accompanied. through the surprise
abortion, who were never ‘told_if they were
_pregnant rore doctors began emptying
* their wombs.

1 wanted to be tested first to make sure,”
one patient said. “But they never told me the

results of the-test. 1 figured if 1 was let in to.

- See the doctor, I must figve been prggnant. If
they would have told me it was too early to
teli-{which in her case, it was], I would not
" have. gone through wlth it .,

<&
.- ANOTHER PATIENT who had a n
test but never knew it, said:=*'If the pyegnan-
cy st had been negative, naturﬁllyl would
ave had -the abortion,” -

.

“How do we Know if we are pregnant or .
not if the doctors don't tell us?” asked the * -

+ fourth .patient. “How do know if they
arent just doing this lorﬁe«money R

i e

Sorné of ,Bickham's workers try to sa\re
patients..from needjess: abortions. But -one -
-counselor. who sent away a patient with:a’ -

“Iegative pregnancy ‘test suffered for her ef-
~fort;“Word filtered back that a negative pa-
“tient " was told to g0 -home,”

‘fold shoulder for the rest'of the day.” j .
A few_ days later,’ that counselor was
asked by five of:her. patients whether they

AN

ative '

~Frossman- re-- -
“cglled. “And the EONT gave the counselor the

that three: ol them' X

tests were negative.

Readers' reactions to The Abortion
Prohteers. and a Fischetti cartoon—Page
28, in Views.

.. "l-already sent one home belore How
can l send three home now?”

“At both Water Tower Reproductive and
Biogenetics, apparently non-pregnant woinen
often are alsoysold a menstrual extraction.
Except for the"fact that it costs less, a men:

——_ Strual exyactlon is essentnally the same as
< an early-abortion but is not as thorough or
" as effective in ending pregnancy. ~
And because suc
done -on” women whose perrods are- only a
week or twg late, the embryo is 5o tiny that
it may be missed-by the suction device.’ But
" the risks and drscomfort of suctioning men--
strual blood fronr the. womb are as ‘great as
with an abortien, the experts:say.

- extractions usually- are

= A pathological report.on- matter removed

\ formed at least five operations -on.women

-MOST WOMEN 'WHO undergo, extractions -

aren’t pregnant in the first place, Unless pa-
Yients are carefully screened, as many as .80,
per cent of the women who undergo the ex- -

tractions: do so needlessly. said Dr. Antonio

necology at the Umversrty of Chicago.
“Usually,” he-said, *

.shown that you _may be charting -80-per cent
.of _these. women for 2 profédur “that :théy
f'don t need.” |
‘Many doctors consulted by The Sun:
'sard they-would not even consider perlorm

:Tower and Biogenetics clinics; it’s’the wom-"

-: sold the exftractions: ... 3
At Biogenetics, medical. director Dr. Carl

pregnancy :test tiirns- up negative, :
7. "“Since ‘the test was -negative, the docto
‘said there ‘would: be a menstrual_extraction

recalled. Within'a week, “she had-*'these ter-
- rible: galns.

ing a menstrual extraction on a-woman with’ %
.a negatrve pregnancy test. Yet, at the Water:

“en- with négative tests who are most often"

. Baldoceda may, simply substitute a menstrual;
* -extraction for:an.abortion:when the patient's’

instead of an-abortion,” a Baldoceda patlent’

Scommegna, professor of. obstetncs and gy-' =

‘'you are doing a pro-
cedure, that is not necessary.-Studies have. i ',

They-were 50 bad '] ‘couldn't -

" get a blood-tést to- make sure. that.l .was

walk. 1 got scared and went to a--hospital.-
- The doctor there said T had a severe infection
and-sent me back: to the clinic that had done
:-this to.me.” The patlent still doesnt know if -7
sheereally was pregnant

ANOTHER PATIENT with. a negatwe
pregnancy test said a nurse tned { save her
from the procedure :
" “The nurse in the room suggested that l

prégnant-and to wait another week. “But,”
- the patient said, “the. doctor. hushed tier- up:
He said, ‘No, let’ s. -get this over. wrth now." "

from her womb rndlcated the patient had not .
been pregnant R
.On one’ day, Bmgenetrcs doctors per- .

cal reports on the tissue removed from these
women's wofiibs that day mdrcated nofie ol
them was pregnant. B

who apparentl{y{ildnt need-them. Pathologr-

v,'.

At Biogenetics, mvesttgator Mlchelle i
Young discovered women ‘may not_even bel
able to rely on their laboratory test results, -
iet alone their doctors. :

One morning, she heard the lab technician
who runs pregnancy tests complain of a
‘hangover. “I was at a gas of a party last
‘night,” he told Young. “I was drinking wine |.
and smoking dope and didn't have a chance
10 eat. I've never felt so bad in my life'

The mistakes he made in his stupor made
at least two patients feel even worse.

THERE WAS A GREAT commotion out-
side the recovery room. Young went to in-
vestigate: “He [the lab technician] is screw-
.ing.up all the pregnancy tests,” a counselor | '

" said. “They are all turning out positive.”"

Young looked into the recovery room-and
was surprised to-see Dr. David- Aberman |-
bending over a patient still groggy from: her’
operation. Such attention was unusual for |
most patients, but this woman was a fnend
of Aberman's boss, Clifford Josefik. -

“I'm sorry,’ the doctor said. “It could hap-
pen to anyone.”

- “How could you do somethmg like thrs"" .
the patient murmured. *I thought I-was for:-|
tunate having CIiff as a friend so'I could gét
this taken -care of. Now 1 find out I didn't

" need -anything taken care of.” "

“Well,” said Aberman, who is Sllll com- | -
pletmg his residency, at Cook: County Hospi-
tal, “'your pregnancy test,was positive, and I/’
didn’t know that you werent pregnant A0

THE MEDICAL EXPERTS we consulted
said ‘such' “mistakes” should ‘not- happen to
experienced doctors. “There is no- excuse lor
abortions being performed on.women who.
are not- pregnant -if pelvic exams and preg- -
nancy tests are. done,” -said - Dr. Davxd
Zbaraz,"who works in Michael Reese: Hospi- B
_tal's pregnancy: termination unit. 4
“Doctors- should not -be dorng [unneces; ’
sary abortlons]," Zbaraz said:-“If the. test i§
‘negative, a- good: doctor will tell the patient
~10 come. back-in two weeks, and see if shes
“'reaily pregnant-or not,” z T
- -~ Josefik- denied -that: the chmc does’ abor- e
~tions.on-women- who “are not pregnant.

" But Josefik’s friend. wasn't the-only wonl:
- an who had an abortion by "mrslake" at Bio-
genetrcs that day :

ANOTHER PATIENT a 30-yea old, mot
er and psychology student; also got an aboll-
ogy: after her: abortion. -

S thought Biogenetics® ould be good." B
the woman-said=""But theyjtold me they | had bt
~found a'mistake, I'had ‘an:abortion and I w
~.not prégnant! - .
—,“The abortion - was very pamful 1 ha
. tears ‘running down.my - cheeks, All of thig
nd: he says: that he is:sorry.- :
If-1 ' was younger, this would've left a telq
.rible emotional-scar. It could ruin a-woman
future relationships. It could damage her fof i
the rest of her life; But.what cin a wo!
do-when she's on the [operating] tahl:‘;"w

'NEXT. Greed belm qunseline




