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The abortion lottery
Women take chances
with ‘tryout’ doctors

By Pamela Zekman-
and Pamela Warrick
Copyright, 1978, The Chicago Sun-Times

When a woman goes to an abortion clinic,
she entrusts her body to strangers—doctors
‘she knows nothing about, doctors she has
never met.

On Michigan Av., women entrust their bo-.
dies to doctors who may be mere mechanics
on the abortion assembly line.

They may be moonlighting residents, gen-
eral practitioners with little or no training in
“women's medicine, or even unlicensed physi-
.cians. While slick clinic brochures promise
only board-certified obstetrician-gynecolo-
gists, few have earned even that accredita-

- tion.

These doctors rarely . tell patients théir
names. To many, patients are not people,
They are profits.

During the five months The Sun-Times
and Better Government Assn. investigated
the city’s abortion business, we heard from
many of these doctors’ victims—women who
were awakened nights after their abortions

by chills and fever, uncontrolled hleedmg .

and painfully debilitating cramps.

Some had dead tissue left inside them.
Others had massive infections, perforated
bowels, or punctured uteri: Some ultimately
underwent complete hysterectomies—the re-
moval of all reproductive organs.

Former patients have filed lawsuits
against doctors in all four of the Michigan
Av. abortion mills where dangerous medical
practices were uncovered during the investi-.
gation. But many women still suffer quietly,
afraid to even admit they've had abortions,
Jlet_alone press public charges against the

. doctors who performed them.

At least two women who received Magni-

ficent Mile abortions are dead.
[ ] e .

At Biogenetics Ltd., 520 N. Michigan, doc-

tors new to the abortion business—often
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mere residents from Cook County Hospital
looking for extra income—are “tried out” on
patients by clinic director Dr. -Carlos
Baldoceda. N

Baldoceda, 33, who was educated in South
America, was promoted to medical director
of Biogenetics this summer. Though he is li-
censed to practice medicine, even he has not
received board certification for his specialty,

gynecology.

Those who audition well for Baldoceda
practice their techniques by operating solo
on unsuspecting patients'

But a 28-year-old nursing student who re-
ceived an abortion from one of Biogenetics'
tryouts this fall said it was clear to her that
“the doctor had no idea what h s doing. 1
was just a guinea pig.”

HER ABORTION was part of Cook Coun-
ty Hospital resident Jovenel DuBois’ on-the-
job training. “The director of the clinic was
tellmg this guy, ‘You're supposed to do that,
you're supposed to do this. No, that's not the
right instrument,’ " she said.

“It must have been his first abortion,” the
patient concluded after DuBois’ performance.
At 36, the French-schooled DuBois is a third-
year resident at the hospital.

“He was picking up the wrong things,
dropping the instruments,” said DuBois' ner-
vous patient, “I wonder what would happen

‘These doctors: rarely tell patients thefr names

g
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if he made a mistake. What would happen to -

the woman?”
Several weeks later, BuBois' “guinea pig"

patient was still suffering cramps, passing.

blood clots and complaining of terrible pain,
“THAT’S TERRIBLE,” said Dr. John Fultz,

'

medical co-ordinator for the Iiliriois Depart-

ment of Registration, when asked about the
practice of residents auditioning on: patiénts.

“That's 1ust like opening an office and de-
ciding you're going to do surgery ‘and then
starting to do it. If you mlss you learn that’s

Turn to Page 4
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‘Some had
dead tissue 18t in-
side them. Others
had massive infec-
_ tions, perforated

" bowels, or punc-
THE ABORTION tured wombs.’
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not n;é'way to do it. It's an outrageous way
fo. operale.‘: .
s o o 7

Dr. David Abérman, 31, is a Gua al%ra
(Mexico) medical school grad. While
pleting his fourth-year residency at County
Hospital, Aberman regularly performs abor:
tions at Biogenetics. . .

He bragged to undercover investigator Mi-

- chelle-Young that the clinic pays him $15 for
every abortion he performs on a cash cus-
tomer. and $20 for every public aid recipient.
At those rates; a doctor moonlighting once a
\swa;e:ktcan net as much as $30,000 a year, he

Last year the llllnois Department of Public
- 'Ald paid $126,809 for bills submitted in
Aberman’s name, mostly for -abortions at
Biogenetics. “This is-a good way to make a
lot of money. easily,” ‘Aberman told Young.
*But there's a lot of worry if you goof up.”

ONE OF ABERMAN'S patients told The
}Slun-Times how=he apparently “goofed” on
er.
-“He didn't say a thlng to me when he
- ‘walked in to do the abortion, except, ‘What
“do we have here? Ah, too much weight.’
® “He gave me no anesthesia, not even a lo-
o 'cal. I had tedrs running down my cheeks.
-And then, right in the middle of performing
the abortion, he yelled to the nurse, ‘This
-lady is not pregnant”
While abortions on non-pregnant women
are not rare at some of the Michigan Av.
_clinics we investigated, they should be. ™

Medical experts say that where lab tests are

accurate and doctors are experienced, unnec-

essary abortions almost never occur.
Residents like DuBois and Aberman are

permitted to -moonlight under a contract
Cook County Hospital officials signed with

their staff last year.

BUT DR. UWE FREESE, head of the de-
partment of obstetrics and gynecology at
Cook County Hospital, is not happy with the
arrangement, or with residents performing
abortions at privately owned clinics.

“I strongly discourage it, but I have no le-
gal means to stop it,” Freese said. “I do not
sanction this in any way and I think it is de-
plorable that these residents are being ex-
ploited in this way.”

He added, “I think-that abortions ought to

Clinic ‘coach’
holds ‘tryouts’

America, is medical director of Biogenetics Ltd.,
520 N. Michigan,- altliough he has not recejved
boord certification- for his specialty, gynecol-
ogy. As medical director, Baldoceda ossigns
doctors who may have little or no related ex-
periefce to perform abortions. One fourth-year
resident ot Cook County Hospital, a graduate
of o medical schoo! in Guadolajara, Mexico,
: byoaqod to an undercover irivestigator that the
clinic pays him $15 for ‘every ‘cbortion per-
hgmod on o cash -customer, $20 for a public

Baldoceda, when not conducting abortion audi-
flons,akes the fisld himseli—at least once in
his street clothes and once ofter drinking cham-
pbgne at a dlinic party. Another time, he was
" gjing on internal examination while reconvmg a

hon" Boldocedo, qughmg, told the nurse.

¢
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Dr. Cculos Baldoceda, 33, educatéd in South

ald’ patient—or as much as $30,000 o year. -

sage - from a nurse. “Fancy seeing you'
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Cllmc falsely promises only ‘board-certified obstetrlclan-gynecologlsts

At Biogenetics Lid., 520 N. Michigan, new patients are handed -slick
brochures boasting that only “board-certified” doctors are on its sfaff.
In foct, the clinic—which Clifford Josefik (facing camera) publicly claims
to own—has none, according to the records of two medical dssoci-

“He was picking up the wrong things,
dropping the instruments,” said the
nervous patient.

be done by experienced physnclans who are
at jeast board eligible.”
[ [ 3
When Aberman’s boss, Baldoceda, is not
busy "auditioning young residents on fright-
ened patients, he occupies himself in other
ways.

sensual massage from the nurse assisting
him.

"The patient was lying on her back, legs
spread, undergoing an internal examination
by Baldoceda, when Young and the nurse en-
tered the room.

“Fancy seeing you here,” Baldoceda sald
to the nurse.

Baldoceda had begun suctioning the pa-
tient's uterus when, Young said, "“The nurse
walked around behind th; doctor and began
playing with his surgical cap. She moved the
cap around, pit her hands beneath it and
curled clumps of his hair around her fingers.

“'She was teasmg him, flirting with him,”
said Young, “and in the middle of the oper--

ation, she began rubbing his shoulders. He -

was laughing. The patient was moaning.”

YOUNG RECALLS seeing the stern-faced
Baldoceda laugh only one other time. It was

. after a noon-hour champagne birthday party

for one of the clinic nurses. All three clinic
doctors had at least one glass of the bubbly
that day, but Baldoceda had more than a’
few.

According to Dr. Warren Pearse of the
American College of Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy, “the dangers to: patients are obvious”
from doctors who have been drinking two to
four glasses of champagne. “You have to be
alert .in surgery,” Pearse said. “There is no
such thing as minor Surgery. In abortions,
your touch must be sensitive.”

Baldoceda and Abermhn went on to per-
form more abortions after the celebration.
As one patient stumbled out of a probetlure
room and fainted, Baldoceda begati ¢ 13

“He stood a’ few feet “gway, 'l
against a piltar, Khighing arid actifg gildy

N

Investigator Young watched Baldoceda op-
erate on a patient while he was getting a
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ations. Instead, unsuspeciing patients ore given abortions by “‘rookie"
doctors and general practitioners with little experience in women's medi-
cine. Several lawsuits against these doctors from Biogenetics and three
other Michigan Av. clinics are pending.

the aidés struggled to get the woman up,”
Young said.

T e [ ] L]

But what patients remember most about
the doctors at Biogenetics is not their sense
of humor. It is the cold," mechanical manner
of their method and the steady clip at which
they move from patient to patient.

A woman who had an abortion one early
Auguét morning recalls lying on the operat-
ing table waiting for her -doctor—30-year-
old Dr. Pankaj Thaker—to get to her. “I
could swear that there was only one doctor
and he just went down the line giving abor-
tions,” said the woman.

[ started crying because.I could hear that
little [suction] machine going on and going-
off. He just kept getting closer and closer. I
heard his gloves pop off in the next room
and then he came to me.

“He didn’t say a word. He camein and did

" it and walked out in three minutes. Then he
started down the hall again....” .

ANOTHER BIOGENETICS patient said she
Turn to Page §

License revoked,
but clinic operates

One of the questions posed by The-Abor-
tion Profiteers series is how Water Tower
Reproductive Center Ltd., 840 N. Michigan,
has managed to stay open despite the revo-
cation of the clinic’s license on Sept. 25.

‘When the Department of Public Health re-
voked the license of the clinic owned by Dr.
Arnold Bickham, it assumed the action
would mean no more abortion§ would be
performed. But the department did not send
an inspector to check and the clinic is still
operating. ' .

The department also did not know Bick-
ham had obtained, a temporary restraining
order on Oct. 23 against the health depart-
‘ment’s revocation.

On Nov. 3, U.S. District Court Judge John

; Powers Crowley extended the order until
Nov. 24.

¢ _ And Monday, Bickham filed suit in Circuit
¥ Court to have his license restored R
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waited five hours to see a doctor. She got
Baldoceda. “He, just took five minutes. He
was very rude and did the abortion so fast,
there was no time for the anesthetic to
work,” the woman recalled. “That's why I
think he left that afterbirth inside me.”
More than a week later she was still
bleeding heavily and suffering from severe
cramps. Baldoceda had to rescrape her
uterus to remove the tissue he left behind.

Undercover investigators at both Biogene-
tics and the Water Tower Reproductive Cen-
ter, 840 N. Michigan, ‘also saw doctors per-
forming abortions with precious little
attention to their own cleanliness, or to their
patients’ health,

At Biogenetics, Young observed Baldoceda
stop short, halfway out the clinic, to come
back to do “just one more” abortion.

It was a busy day and the waiting room
was still crowded with patients when Baldo-
ceda changed his mind about going home,

He did not, however, change his clothes."

“He just took off his coat and walked info a
procedure room and started the abortion,”
Young said. “He didn’t bother to take off his
street clothes .and put on his surgical
scrubs.”

AT WATER TOWER Reproductive, inves-

tigator Mindy Trossman watched clinic own-
er Dr. Arnold Bickham, 41, leave on at least
two occasions, with women still convalesc-
ing in the recovery room.

Bickham's departure on those days left the
clinic without a physician. Had any of the
women in recovery suffered serious compli-
cations, Bickham's early departure could
have been fatal.

Trossman also saw Bickham rush a patient

out of the clinic before her abortion was fin-
ished.
. Although other doctors later found the
woman had suffered a punctured vagina,
Bickham sent her home bleeding, saying he
would not do an abortion on her because she
was 16 weeks pregnant. (By law, clinics
“may only perform abortions on women up to
12 weeks pregnant.)

Trossman saw the patient minutes after
she was ordered off the operating table. She
Wwas sitting in a waiting room-chair, moaning
and clutching her stomach.

A note to
- our readers

A five-month investigation by The
Sun-Times and the Better Government
Assn. has disclosed fraud and other
abuses in some referral agencies and
clinics providing abortion servites in
Chicago.

These findings are documented in the
accompanying stories and others to fol-
low. The Sun-Times series also will re-
port on clinics and hospitals where safe
and compassionate medical care for
women is available. .

But this newspaper has decided that it
cannot determine safe and sanitary. con-
ditions at all the abortion counseling ser-
vices and clinics that advertised in our
classified pages. Thus we are ceasing
publication of such advertlsements at
this time. :

Reliable abortion ling should be
obtalnable from family physnclans Oth-
er organizations that are prepared to. re-
spond to women’s health questions are:

. . Planned Parenthood Assn., 55 E. Jack-
son, 322-4240.

o Health Evaluation Referral _Servnce,
2757 N. Semmary, 248-0166. .:

B R ,',::‘l
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’He gave me no
-anesthes:a, not.
even a local. | had
tears running
down my cheeks.

K ¢ And then, he
THE ABOR'I‘ION yelled, ‘This lady
_PROFITEERS s not pregnant!’

LATER, IN AN interview from her hospi-
tal bed, the patient, 19-year-old Anna Guinn
of Hammond, Ind., gave this account of what
happened:

Guinn said she was being examined by
one of Bickham's doctors, Prakash Rattan,
when she heard the suction machine go on.
“Without giving me any anesthetic, he start-
ed up the machine,” said Guinn. “I started
screaming because it was so painful.

“The doctor said, ‘Lean your head back
and shut your mouth!” Then, all of a sud-
den,” said Guinn, “he stopped.

“He took the [instruments] out of me and
said, ‘Stay in this position.’ Another doctor
[Bickham] came in, stuck his hand up me
and said, ‘Too far along.’

“What the hell are you talking about?”
yelled Guinn. “It's already haif done!"

“Ma’am, we didn't even- touch you," said
Bickham. “All you had was a pelvic exam.”

Guinn said she asked Bickham to call an
ambulance for her. “By this time, the cramps

‘He just took five minutes. He
was very rude and did the abortion
so fast, there was no time for the
anesthetic to work. That's why |
think he left that afterbirth inside
me.’ i

. were unbearable. The whole examining table
‘was covered with blood,” she said.

But Bickham, according to Guinn, ignored
her request. “He said, ‘You don’t need an
ambulance. . . . Get up and get dressed. "

EVEN WHEN Guinn’s mother asked Bick-
ham about what happened in the operating
room, Bickham would say only that Anna
was too pregnant to get an abortion at his
clinic. The mother said he never once hinted'
that her daughter might need emergency
treatment. .

So Guinn was driven back to Hammond.
But by early. evening, she looked so pale and
was in such pain that a friend took her to a
hospital. That night, she underwent emer-
gency surgery at Michael Reese Hospital to
repair what doctors there diagnosed as a va-
ginal perforation and an incomplete abortion.

Although Bickham had thrown Guinn out
of the clinic because, as he noted on her
chart, she was “16 weeks pregnant " doctors
at Reese determined Guinn waggnly six to
eight weeks pregnant,

Bickham is cne gf the few board-certified
doctors practicing in Michigan Av. abortion
clinics. When he is in the clinic, he often
rushes from patient to patient. Sometimes he
rushes from abortion to abortion without
washmg his hands between pauents or don-
ning sterile gloves.

“That is a terribly dangerous way to
spread infectioi from one patient to an-
other,” said Fultz, when asked about meth-
ods such as¥ Bickham’s. “It is impossible
[during an abortlon] for his hands never to
touch the patlent

L] L L ]

The Biogenetics clinic boasts & staff of "all
board-certified physicians” in its- brochure.
Accordmg to records of two medical associ-

it has.nome. ,
o1 ,, uf, élogenencs does have a woman not -
.Fﬁqsled,tp prgctlce medlcme who calls herself

gn#

mvgstlgatq ffelded a call from an an-n

Patient recalls: ‘l was just agumea ‘p/'

- mined she was six to eight weeks pregnant.
. N 1
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Abortmg |
and abortlon

Anng-Guinn, 19, of Hammond, Ind., underwent - |-

eméergency. sorgery for a perforated vagina, di-
agnosed by doctors ot Michael Reese Hospital
as resulting from an incomplete abortion. Earli-
er in the day, she had been sent-homs, bleed-

ing and suffering cramps, from Water Tower
Reproductive Center, 840 N. Michigan, where’
Dr. Arnold Bickham told her she was 400 preg-
nant-~16 weeks—for an abortion. (Stdte law
permits clinics to perform gbortions only up to
12" weeks.) Bickham made his assessment after-
having already started the abortion, she said.
However, Bickham  told Guinn, “Ma'am, we
didn’t even touch you. All you had-was a pelvic
exam.’” Doctors at Michael Reese later deter-

gry patient complaining. about the *“Dr.”
Shastia Khan—the “woman doctor” who
‘gave her a $20 postoperative exam. “She
said-1 was fine,” the patient complained,
“but my own physician said I had all sorts of
complications. I had missed tissye.”

While “Dr.” Khan's duties generally are
limited to performing postoperative exams
and dispensing contraceptives, she also in-
serts intrauterine devices and prescribes
drugs using another doctor’s name. The clin-
ic apparently bills Public Aid for her services
to welfare patients under other doctors’
names, according to some bills seen by
investigators.

On at least one occasion, Khan had to ask
our undercover aide for advice on what sort
of contraceptive to give a woman experienc-
ing complications from birth control pills.

But the clinic gives Khan pads full of
forms presigned by “Dr..P. Thaket” so she
can write prescriptions for birth control pills
and other medications.

“That’s a dangerous and unprofessional
practice,” said Fultz, whose agency licenses
doctors. Fultz said the Medical Practices Act
forbids a physician, in this case Thaker, to

__lend his name to another person unllcensed

to treat a patient.

Doctors signing patient charts for other
doctors is also dangeraus, unprofessional and
illegal, medical experts say..

At the Water Tower Reproductive Center,
patient charts are, almost without excep{non,
signed by one doctor—Bickham, the clinic
owner. While Bickham does his share of
abortions ‘at the busy clinic,” other doctors
perform many procedures there as well.

According to Fultz, doctors signing re-
cords for other doctors is- “spemflcally pro-
h-blted in the” Medical Practices Act.” -

- At the Michigan 46 Medical Center,

30 S. Michigan, Dirc MNacbertd: Agustin, also
: tz;,kes unprofessional lrberues wuth patient
charts, -

B R e

Rushing between abortions, Agustin occas

sionally doesn’t even have time to wait for . - )

anesthetics to. take effect much less do- his,
record keeping.

Agustin, 41, went to medlcal schodt in Mas
nila. He is a general practitioner who'at one.
time did abortions for $15 each at Blogene-
tics, - R

AT MICHIGAN AVENUE Medncal Center,
an undercover, investigator working as a
nurse’s aide pomted out to. Agustin that he
had failed to note on a patient’s chart any

details of {he aboruon he' cl performed hours-

before.
Agustin sat* wn and called up the flgures
from “memory§—including the size_ of .the
uterine cavity apd amount of tissue‘removed.
On two othgr occasions, investigator Ju-
lianne Felkney/saw Agustin write on patient

‘Rush:ng between abortions,
Agustin occasionally doesn't even
have time to wait for’ anesthetics to
take effect, much less do his re-
cord keepmg S

charts that he had remoyed about 200 cc. of,

tissue and blood, when, in fact; he had e - -

moved three times that much..

But, according to-Medicaid officials, Agus- .
tin's problems with record keeping are not -

" limited -to his-abortion practice..

Before suspending Agustin from the Med-
icaid program last year, state authorities
found he had ordered as many-as 21 differ-’
ent lab tests for patients whose <charts in-

cluded no diagnosis or evidence of any phys-. -

*ical examination. Public Aid investigators

charged Agustm altered the records after -
their initial review in an attempt to correct °

the deficiencies.
NEXT. The, aftermath of Qt,){ah.,.. .
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