BRENDA STONE * IN THE
4 Thurmont Ct. : , ;
Baltimore, MD 21236 * CIRCUIT COURT
V. H FOR
u f“‘~“ 382778
DAVID O’NEIL M.D. *
3545 Bay Drive '
Baltimore, MD 21221 *
* * * *
COMPLAINT

Sarsizt $9A7ERAGLTE
Brenda Stone, Plaintiff, by her attorneys, Beverly A. Waﬁa‘ P:a daar g _ :_
Wiy i

Wallace & Dantes, sues David O’Neil M.D., Defendant, and states:
1. That Plaintiff is a resident’of Baltimore County;
2. That Defendant is a resident of Baltimore County;
3. That Defendant, at all times relevant, was a licensed physician practicing

in and providing medical care and treatment and other related services in Baltimore
County, Maryland;

STATEMENT OF FACTS

-4, That on or about December 17, 1995 Plaintiff became employed as a

T

— ©D

méd:c—él assistant in the Obstetrical/Gynecological medical practice owned and
.oom

operated by Defendant at 17 Fontana Lane;

—pe :_:”,

P ;TS That Plaintiff was employed on an at will basis and did not have a written

employment contract or a specific term of employment with Defendant;
6. That Plaintiff earned Eighteen Thousand Dollars ($18,000.00) per year
as a medical assistant and was entitled to bonuses and other remuneration;

7.  That, beginning on or about February 1, 1996, Defendant began engaging



o ®

in a pattern of behavior both in and out of the presence of third parties intended to
intimidate, embarrass, and humiliate plaintiff, consisﬁng of, inter alia:

a. Making remarks about the size and shape of Plaintiff’s breasts;

b. Making remarks comparing the size and shape of Plaintiff’s breasts to the
breasts of the unclothed and unconscious patients iﬁ the medical practice;

c. Making remarks and asking questions about the sexual practices and
habits of Plaintiff;

d. Licking his finger and then attempting to place it in Plaintiff’s mouth; and

e. Relaying information about his personal sexual life, to wit:

i. Informing Plaintiff that he was taking the antidepressant Prozac;

ii. Complaining to Plaintiff that taking Prozac was Iéssening his Iibido;A

iii. Bragging to Plaintiff that, although his libido had decreased, he was
able to sustain an erection for longer periods of time;

8. Oﬁ or about May 30, 1997, Defendant summoned Plaintiff into his office
and instructed Plaintiff to close her eyes, breathe deeply through her nose,‘and
identify a particular smell;

9. Plaintiff followed Defendant’s directions and detected a pungent smell;

10. Uponopeninghereyes, Plaintiff disc‘overed that Defendant had ejaculated
into a specimen container and placed the open container under her nose:

| 11.  Plaintiff immediately reported the incident to the acting administrator,
Debbie Riesler and then to the office administrator, Barbara Boyd;
12. Defendant kept the container containing his ejaculate on the floor of his

office for a two week period after the incident;



11 3. Plaintiff sought and obtained new employment,'leaving the Defendant’s
employ on or abbut August 31, 1996.
COUNT | - ASSAULT
14.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference and realleges paragraphs 1

through 13;

15. 'Onthe day Defendant placed a specimen cup under the nose of Plaintiff,

Plaintiff was placed in fear of an offensive contact;

16. Defendant acted with the intent and capability to harm Plaintiff; and

17. Defendant’s actions caused Plaintiff to be putin reasonable apprehension
of an imminent battery; and

18. Asaresult of Defendant’s conduct and actibns, Plaintiff has suffered and
will continue to suffer severe mental anguish, medical and other expenses, and loss
of income. '

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant for the sum of Two
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) in compensatory damages and One Million
Dollars ($1,000,000.00) in punitive damages, with interest and costs. |

COUNT Il - INTENTIONAL INFLICTION
OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

19. Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference and realleges péragraphs 1
through 13;
20. Defendant’sconduct wasintentional, reckless, and in deliberate disregard
of a high degree of probability that emotional distress would result to the Plaintiff;
© 271.7 The aforesaid conduct by Defendant was extreme and outrageous-and

beyond the bounds of decency in society; and



® | o
22. As a result of the aforesaid conduct and actions, the Plaintiff has
suffered, and will continue to suffer, severe and extreme emotional distress.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant for cbmpensatory
damages in the amount of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) and punitive

damages in the amount of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00), plus interest and the

costs of this action.

COUNT [l - CONSTRUCTIVE WRONGFUL
TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT

23. Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference and realleges paragraphs 1

through 13;

24. Defendant’s conduct was of a sexual nature;

25. - Defendant’s conduct and actions constituted a pattern of behavior
intended to cause the Plaintiff discomfort;

26. Defendant’s unwelcome conduct was sufficiently severe and pervasive
to alter Plaintiff’s conditions of employment and to create an abusive working
environment;

27. The sole basis for the termination of Plaintiff’s employment was her
discomfort around Defendant;

28. The avowed public policy of the State of Maryland is to discourage
patterns of sexual harassment as defined by Title 42 U.S.C §2000e et seq.;

29.  As aresult of the constructive wrongful termination of Plaintiff, she has
been forced to accept employment at a lower salary, lost benefits and other
remunefation, and has otherwise been damaged.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant in the sum of Two



Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) in compensatory damages and One Million

Dollars {$1,000,000.00) in punitive daméges, with iinterest’and costs.

Pamwuwm/

BEVERLY K. WALLACE
Bregel, Kerr, Wallace & Dantes
101 E. Chesapeake Ave.

Suite 200

Towson, Maryland 21286

Attorney for Plaintiff
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