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LEXINGTON, Ky. (WKYT) - Governor Matt Bevin says a cease-and-desist letter was sent 

Friday to a Planned Parenthood clinic in Louisville that is accused of performing abortions 

illegally. 

 

On Friday, Bevin told WKYT's Bill Bryant that there were "people on site right now 

investigating the exact scope and nature of what they've been doing."  

"It's literally unfolding," Bevin said before a 1 p.m. taping of Kentucky Newsmakers. 

Planned Parenthood leaders say the health clinic opened in Louisville last month. Officials have 

said they applied for an abortion facility license, and began services under the guidance of the 

Kentucky Office of the Inspector General. 
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That news angered Bevin, an anti-abortion Republican. 

Bevin said he found out on Thursday that the clinic was performing abortions. After it was 

brought to his attention, the governor released a statement released that night, saying they "are 

openly and knowingly operating an unlicensed abortion facility in clear violation of the law." 

The governor said he would use the full force of the Commonwealth to put a stop to this and said 

there is "no room in Kentucky for this kind of blatant disregard for proper legal procedure." 

Bevin told Bryant the clinic is not "licensed or authorized" to perform abortions in the state.  

"They decided to do this on the stealth, but then they came above board with the fact that they 

were doing it, thinking apparently they could do so with impunity," Bevin said. "We shut that 

down. We gave them an immediate cease-and-desist. We said that we would seek an injunction 

if necessary."  

The governor said they have agreed to comply with the cease-and-desist. He said they have 

absolutely "no legal recourse to stand on. They know it."  

"We are going to hit them with the full sanction of the law, as it relates to fines," he said.  

When asked whether Planned Parenthood believed they had proper licensing, Bevin said they did 

not. He said Planned Parenthood told him they applied for a license and "figured that was good 

enough."  

"But they know fully that was not," he said. "They never got a response. They are not licensed 

and they didn't even fill out the application process properly when they applied during the 

previous administration." 

Planned Parenthood's Chief Operating Officer sent a letter Friday to the Cabinet for Health and 

Family Services that said they would "refrain from performing any abortion procedures until 

your office has conducted a survey of the facility in which we demonstrate appropriate 

compliance" with state law and they are issued a license. 

Watch Gov. Matt Bevin's full interview on Kentucky Newsmakers at 6 a.m. Sunday on WKYT-TV 

or at 10 a.m. on CW Lexington. 
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