
LETTERS

Okla. abortion law went too far 
in targeting doctors

  MAY 26, 2016 

RE “OKLA. passes legislation to criminalize most abortions” (Page A2, 

May 20): As a provider of comprehensive reproductive health care, 

including abortions, I am professionally insulted by the recent 

Oklahoma legislation, and I applaud Governor Mary Fallin for vetoing it.

Oklahoma was practically a signature away from making abortions 

illegal in their state. 

These laws against providers, also called TRAP laws (for targeted 

regulation against abortion providers), specifically make the practice of a 

safe, legal procedure more cumbersome and subsequently more difficult 

to access by women who need these services. I understand that many 

people identify as pro-life and would like abortion to be illegal. The hope 

was that the Oklahoma law would help overturn Roe v. Wade. 

But this law goes beyond such barriers to care as mandatory clinic 

regulations and waiting periods. It would have banned doctors from 

providing medical care and allowed legislators to decide how doctors 

care for patients. That would be like preventing teachers from teaching 

history or stopping lawyers from defending certain groups of people. 

Subscribe
Starting at 99 cents 

Members
Sign In

Comments

1 of 5 free articles. Subscribe now 

Page 1 of 6Okla. abortion law went too far in targeting doctors - The Boston Globe

5/26/2016https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2016/05/25/okla-abortion-law-went-too-far-t...



Recommended for you

Doctors should use evidence to guide them in providing the best care for 

their patients. We should not let politicians dictate what happens inside 

the exam room.

Dr. Kristyn Brandi 

Quincy 

Get Today’s Headlines from the Globe in your inbox: 

 SHOW 2 COMMENTS

Stay updated, right in your news feed.

Enter your email address SIGN UP

Privacy Policy

356KLikeLike

OPINION | LAWRENCE H. SUMMERS AND RACHEL LIPSON 

A lesson on infrastructure from the Anderson Bridge fiasco

MORE...

The delays in the Anderson Bridge project hold key lessons for 

America’s broader inability to solve its infrastructure problems. 

OPINION | SHERYL SANDBERG 

It’s the hard days that determine who you are

MORE...

Facebook COO Sheryl Sandberg discusses her husband’s death for the 

first time in a commencement address at the University of California, 

Berkeley. 

Comments

1 of 5 free articles. Subscribe now 

Page 2 of 6Okla. abortion law went too far in targeting doctors - The Boston Globe

5/26/2016https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2016/05/25/okla-abortion-law-went-too-far-t...



JOAN VENNOCHI 

It’s hard to make the NFL look serious about brain injury 
research

MORE...

A scathing congressional report said league officials tried to influence 

a government study on football and brain injuries.

MICHAEL A. COHEN 

Still panicked about Trump? Don’t be

MORE...

The latest polls show Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton running 

neck-and-neck, but don’t believe the hype. 

JOAN VENNOCHI 

Clinton should be held accountable for e-mails

MORE...

Using the private server was a mistake. Taking so long to 

acknowledge it as such was another mistake.

SCOT LEHIGH 

The twin tests Donald Trump presents

MORE...

Donald Trump’s ascension is both a public-affairs exam for the 

American public and a Rorschach test for the chattering class.

OPINION | STEPHEN KINZER 

Revitalizing our vital interests

MORE...

Wars are fought to defend vital interests. For that reason, countries 

should have as few of them as possible.

MICHAEL A. COHEN 

Stand your ground against gun violence

Comments

1 of 5 free articles. Subscribe now 

Page 3 of 6Okla. abortion law went too far in targeting doctors - The Boston Globe

5/26/2016https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2016/05/25/okla-abortion-law-went-too-far-t...



MORE...

Missouri Governor Jay Nixon has a chance to make sure more 

Missouri residents don’t die from gun violence.

JEFF JACOBY 

For #NeverTrump and #NeverHillary voters, Libertarians are 
just the ticket

MORE...

William Weld disillusioned those of us who took his conservative 

promises to heart. I’d still vote for him.

EDITORIAL 

A solid compromise in public records reform

MORE...

The compromise public records bill comes up short in several 

respects but is a solid improvement.

ALEX BEAM 

The deification of urbanist Jane Jacobs

MORE...

Is the late, legendary urban activist Jane Jacobs properly understood 

by her followers?

OPINION | DERRICK Z. JACKSON 

All-in for offshore wind

MORE...

Massachusetts should mandate higher levels of offshore wind to spark 

a true industry. 

JEFF JACOBY 

No, Bernie Sanders, Scandinavia is not a socialist utopia

MORE...

The prosperity that Denmark, Sweden, and Norway enjoy today was 

built with free-market reforms in the past. 

Comments

1 of 5 free articles. Subscribe now 

Page 4 of 6Okla. abortion law went too far in targeting doctors - The Boston Globe

5/26/2016https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2016/05/25/okla-abortion-law-went-too-far-t...



RENÉE GRAHAM 

Democrats need to fight the GOP, not each other

MORE...

While many were predicting the death of the GOP, few seemed to 

notice that the Democrats’ own house was even more divided.

JEFF JACOBY 

Welcome cheap Chinese steel, dump tariffs

MORE...

American steel mills are understandably chagrined that competitors 

from China are beating them on price. 

DAN WASSERMAN 

Editorial cartoons by Dan Wasserman

MORE...

The latest illustrated viewpoint from Globe editorial cartoonist Dan 

Wasserman. 

JEFF JACOBY 

Why there are Muslim ghettos in Belgium, but not in the US

MORE...

The US has been far more successful at assimilating Muslim 

immigrants into American society than Western Europe.

OPINION | ZEBA KHAN 

Words matter in ‘ISIS’ war, so use ‘Daesh’

MORE...

How we talk about this group of militants is central to defeating them. 

EDITORIAL 

GMO labeling laws promote fear and misinformation

MORE...

The bill on Beacon Hill that would require GMO labeling is 

impractical and should be rejected.

Comments

1 of 5 free articles. Subscribe now 

Page 5 of 6Okla. abortion law went too far in targeting doctors - The Boston Globe

5/26/2016https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2016/05/25/okla-abortion-law-went-too-far-t...



© 2016 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

OPINION | DONALD M. BERWICK 

Proper dental care should be a human right

MORE...

We are failing to provide even basic dental health care to those who 

can least afford to pay for it themselves.

Comments

1 of 5 free articles. Subscribe now 

Page 6 of 6Okla. abortion law went too far in targeting doctors - The Boston Globe

5/26/2016https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2016/05/25/okla-abortion-law-went-too-far-t...


