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'We plunged the sink and a baby's arm came 

out': Cop reveals shocking discovery inside 

abortionist's 'House of Horrors' - and how 

killer doctor played Chopin as police 

searched his home 

 Following the lifting of a gap order surrounding the case of 

Dr Kermit Gosnell, a senior cop has spoken publicly about 

what he saw 

 John Taggart reveals that Gosnell played the piano as cops 

searched his slum of a home for dead fetal remains 

 At his 'House of Horrors' surgery body parts had been 

forced down the garbage disposal system  

 Dr Gosnell, 72, received three life sentences earlier this 

week 

By Lydia Warren and David Mccormack  

Published: 13:28 EST, 16 May 2013 | Updated: 01:32 EST, 17 May 2013  

An investigator working on the case against ‘House of Horrors’ abortionist 

Kermit Gosnell has revealed graphic details about what he saw while 

investigating the evil doctor's home and 'house of horrors' surgery. 
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Following Gosnell’s sentencing to three life sentences earlier this week, the 

case’s gag order has been lifted allowing Philadelphia Police crime scene 

investigator John Taggart is speak publicly for the first time about what he saw. 

Taggart and his team began searching Gosnell’s properties for fetal remains in 

February 2010 following an FBI raid of the doctor’s West Philadelphia clinic, 

the Women’s Medical Society. 

 

Unrepentant: Gosnell is pictured leaving the Criminal Justice Center after he was found guilty in 

May. The abortionist ran a gore-filled clinic of horrors for decades but says it was part of his 

crusade against poverty 



Taggart revealed that Gosnell sat and played Chopin on the piano in his West 

Philadelphia home as police in bio-hazard suits investigated the contents of his 

basement. 

He describes 72-year-old Gosnell as living in total squalor and that he offered 

the officers flea repellent before they attempted to enter his basement. 

‘He would leave plates of food on the floor. There was stuff everywhere in the 

bedroom. You couldn’t see the bed,’ Taggart told NBC10. ‘As soon as they 

went down into the basement, they were covered in fleas.’ 

 Revealed: How 'house of horrors' abortion doctor built up a... The 

moment smiling 'House of Horrors' abortionist leaves...  
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The scene at Godnell’s main home was grim, but even more disgusting were 

conditions at his clinic, the Women’s Medical Society at 3801 Lancaster 

Avenue. 

‘The smells were just unbearable,’ said Taggart. ‘You could tell there was death 

somewhere.’ 

Carrying out a room-to-room search, the officer described a ‘house of horrors’ 

scenario with the corpses of dead babies and body parts to be found everywhere, 

including in fridges and cabinets. 
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Philadelphia police officer John Taggart has revealed graphic details about what he saw while 

investigating Dr Kermit Gosnell's properties 



 

Property: This home on 32nd Street in Philadelphia is just one of Gosnell's nine properties in 

four states 

Investigators had revealed in court how baby body parts would clog toilets after 

women delivered them in stalls inside the clinic, but Taggart has also revealed 

that remains were uncovered in the break room sink. 

‘They were shoving body parts down the garbage disposal,’ said Taggart. ‘To 

the point where they plunged it one day and an arm popped out on Lancaster 

Avenue.’ 

Prosecutors say Gosnell would deliver some babies alive, despite giving them 

medication in utero meant to stop their heart. The doctor and his staff would 

then snip their necks with scissors to ensure death. 

Investigators also visited Gosnell’s shore home in Brigantine, N.J. to search for 

the remains of unaccounted foetuses. Neither they nor New Jersey authorities 

who sent a dive team into the bay were able to locate any remains. 



‘I believe they are either buried out there or I don’t know where they are. We’ve 

looked, we’ve looked for three years,’ said Taggart. 

 

So many limbs had been forced down the garbage disposal system at the Women's Medical 

Society that an arm popped out on the street when they attempted to plunge the system 

Gosnell’s wife Pearl remains under house arrest after pleading guilty to taking 

part in a late term abortion at her husband’s clinic. 

She faces possible jail time when she is sentenced at the end of this month, but 

her lawyer is hoping she will receive probation. 

Pearl Gosnell’s attorney says the case has put a strain on the couples’ daughter 

who is in high school and their 20-year-old son who is thinking of changing his 

last name, reports CBS. 

The jurors who found Dr Kermit Gosnell guilty of killing three babies at his 

grimy abortion clinic have revealed they believe he was motivated by greed as 

he intentionally killed the newborns. 

http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2013/05/16/exclusive-attorney-of-pearl-gosnell-speaks-out-about-dr-gosnells-sentence/


Speaking publicly for the first time since the verdict was reached on Monday 

following a two-month trial, three jurors spoke about why they agreed to 

convict him on three murder charges. 

 

Unfathomable: A grand jury photograph shows what police say are plastic bags hiding body 

parts in a refrigerator inside the Philadelphia practice 



 

Speaking out: Jurors (from left) David Misko, Joseph Carroll and Sarah Glinski speak to the 

media outside the criminal justice center in Philadelphia days after they found Dr Kermit Gosnell 

guilty 

Their press conference came after he was handed a third life sentence on 

Wednesday. He was also sentenced to up to five years for the involuntary 

manslaughter death of Karnamaya Mongar, 41, who died from a drug overdose 

after going to him for an abortion. 

One juror, David Misko, 27, said they had agreed to convict him because they 

believe the murders - which were carried out when Gosnell snipped the babies' 

necks with scissors - were premeditated. 

'It was business as usual,' Misko said. 'He snipped the necks no matter what 

happened.' 

Misko added that he judged Gosnell for not speaking in the trial: 'He just sat 

there and smirked for eight weeks,' he said. 



Another juror, Joseph Carroll, added that most the group also felt that the doctor 

had been driven by greed rather than compassion for the mothers or their babies. 

'The services... it was like a machine,' he told reporters outside the justice center 

in Philadelphia. 'They came in, he gave them a service, and bam, the women 

were gone.' 

Juror Sarah Glinski added that the hardest part of the trial was having to see the 

images of the lifeless children. 

 



 

Decision makers: Misko, left, said they agreed the killings had been premeditated and would go 

ahead whether the babies were big enough to live or not. Carroll, right, said Gosnell was driven 

by greed 



 

Disturbed: Glinski said she thinks Gosnell started with good intentions then 'something went 

wrong' 



 

Media scrum: It is the first time the jurors have spoken out in the trial, which started two months 

ago 

'Seeing those photos and just having to say to myself, "This did happen to those 

kids. There were children that died at the hands of this man." That was what was 

hard for me. To admit that that kind of evil exists in this world,' she said. 

But she added that she did not believe the doctor started out with the same 

intentions when he began carrying out abortions for low-income women years 

ago. 

'He was an abortion doctor who tried to help people who didn't have the money,' 

she said. 'I think somewhere, something, went wrong in his mind.' 

Carroll said they also talked about whether the mothers were to blame and he 

said that he believed some should have been charged because their babies were 

past the legal threshold. 



Gosnell was spared the death penalty on Tuesday after striking a plea deal; he 

will serve his life sentences consecutively and without parole after giving up his 

right to appeal. 

 

Frightening: The jurors said they thought that Gosnell had smirked throughout his murder trial 

Gosnell was pictured smiling as he was led from the court on Monday. The jury 

found he was guilty of murder in the deaths of babies, who had been named A, 

C and D for the purpose of the trial. 

In earlier testimony, the court heard how a clinic employee had photographed 

Baby A after Dr Gosnell had joked: 'He's big enough to walk you to the bus 

stop.' 

Clinic workers also testified that they had seen Baby C, a little girl, move her 

arm before her neck was snipped, bringing about her death. 



And Baby D was born in the clinic's bathroom and was seen struggling to get 

out of the toilet before a worker also snipped their spine. 

He was found not guilty in the death of Baby E, who workers had said let out a 

single cry before the neck was snipped. 

Dr Gosnell's attorney Jack McMahon said they were 'disappointed' with the 

verdict. 

 

In court: A sketch shows Gosnell during his sentencing at Philadelphia Common Pleas Court 



 

Defense: Gosnell's lawyer Jack McMahon speaks following the verdict, which he called 

'disappointing' 

'We put on a vigorous defense,' he told CNN. 'We think it went well in the 

courtroom... but we respect the jury's verdict. 

'Obviously the jury took their job very seriously... By the nature of the verdict - 

both guilty and not guilty verdicts - they obviously thought about the evidence. 

They were conscientious.' 

The jury heard five weeks of testimony before breaking for deliberation on 

April 30. 

As prosecutors gave their closing arguments in Gosnell's trial two weeks ago, 

Assistant District Attorney Ed Cameron turned to Gosnell and asked 'Are you 

human?' - but the doctor simply laughed. 

'My dog was treated better than those babies and women,' Cameron said. 



He added that Mongar's death was the result of Gosnell's 'assembly line' 

treatment of patients. 

The defense questioned testimony from staffers who said they had seen babies 

move, cry or breathe, claiming that the babies had died from abortion-inducing 

drugs rather than severed spines. 

 

Tragic: He was found guilty of manslaughter in the death of Karnamaya Mongar, who died after 

an abortion 

After weeks of hearing from former employees, Gosnell did not testify, and his 

lawyer, John McMahon, called no witnesses in his defense. 

He said that the doctor had simply provided desperate, often poor woman with a 

solution, and he branded prosecutors 'racist' for attacking Gosnell, who is black 

and whose patients were largely minorities. 

McMahon argued that each worker had testified to seeing only a single 

movement or breath. 

'These are not the movements of a live child,' McMahon said. 'There is not one 

piece - not one - of objective, scientific evidence that anyone was born alive.' 



But the prosecutor questioned why else Gosnell and his staff would 'snip' babies 

if they were not born alive. The brains were intact, so it was not done to make 

the delivery easier, he said. 

Gosnell's grisly business was discovered more than two years ago when 

authorities went to investigate prescription drug trafficking at Gosnell's clinic in 

a low-income area of West Philadelphia. 

 

Painful: Desiree Hawkins, a former patient of Dr Kermit Gosnell, recounts her ordeal at his 

abortion clinic. She said detectives called her three years later to reveal her baby's foot was found 

in a fridge 



 

Nowhere to turn: Davida Clarke said she went to the clinic after she was raped when she was 

younger 

Instead, they came across blood-splattered operating tables, bags of body parts, 

unsanitary instruments, jars of severed feet and the stink of cat urine, according 

to a 2011 grand jury report. 

The tiny fetuses and many of their body parts were piled high throughout 

Gosnell’s clinic in cabinets and freezers, in plastic bags, bottles, even cat-food 

containers. 

The report added that dozens of women were injured at Gosnell's clinic over the 

past 30 years, calling it a 'house of horrors'. 

Some left with torn wombs or bowels, some with venereal disease contracted 

through the reuse of non-sterilized equipment, and some left with fetal remains 

still inside them, the report alleged. 



Employees at the clinic confirmed that babies were often expelled from their 

mothers into the toilet. On at least one occasion the toilet had to be removed 

from the floor to 'get the fetuses out of the pipes.' 

 

Discarded: Bags stashed with body parts, pictured, were also found in the Philadelphia clinic 



 

Operating table: Women were often given such high doses of drugs that they gave birth in the 

toilet 

Former staffers added that patients received heavy sedatives and painkillers 

from untrained workers while Gosnell was offsite, and were then left in waiting 

rooms for hours, often unattended. 

Gosnell has been in jail since his January 2011 arrest. 

The business apparently made Gosnell a fortune over the 30 years he was 

carrying out abortions. 

Authorities said that the medical practice netted him about $1.8 million a year, 

and found $250,000 hidden in a bedroom when they searched one of his 

numerous properties. 

Eight other defendants have pleaded guilty to a variety of charges and are 

awaiting sentencing. They include Gosnell's wife, Pearl, a cosmetologist who 

helped perform abortions. 



Read more:  

 http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Babies-in-Fridge-Feet-in-Cabinets-Found-

in-House-of-Horrors-207636681.html 

 http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2013/05/16/exclusive-attorney-of-pearl-gosnell-speaks-

out-about-dr-gosnells-sentence/ 
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