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| am posting this on beh# of Dr. Warren Hern ahis requet

An abortion doctor on Trump’swin: ‘| fear for my life. | fear for my patients.’

By WarrenM. Hern
November 11, 2016

AsI've headedo workin recer days to see abadion pdiertsin my office, | have fit beref: All the prenises of my life, work, eduction, and fture were goneSomething very profoundn themearing ofthe America | know ha been
destroyed with the dedion of Dondd J. Trump &s presidert.

One ofthe reaons I've felt this wayis that, for the pat 45 yeas, | havededcaed my medcd careerskills, andlife to the asisance of wanen who needny senices as a physicianin perfoming safe abotions.

It is my definition of praticing medcine: a nobbe at that involves hedping ather peope & themost persond levd. Thereis nothing more pesond, intimate, and pivate for a wananthan deiding wheherto have a baby or end a
pregnancy.

This lifetime dedcation to hdping those wanenmears for me, anong dherthings, tha | have a hme, a fanily, an ofice, astaff, deey satisfying work, and k the connettons and fnandal ohligations tha those things bring.

But | havelived forthe pat45 yeas under costart stress Anti-abotion prdestshavetargeaedme pesondly. | have recivedinnumerable dedh threds becase | dothis importart work.

| havesurvived, bu some of my cdleagus and fiends have beemurdered by atirabotion fanaics.
Dondd Trump has said tha womenshoud be puished for haing abotions. Trump’s runring mate, Indana GovernoMike Pence, hausedattacks on abotion as the pincpa focus of his public career

With Trump as presidert andthe sworn enenies of abotion conrolling bah hoses of Congress | redly wonderif | canleavethe counry for any purpse and be comdert tha | will be dl owedto return. Wha if the Repubicars won't
let me backinto my own coutry? Wha happesto my life then?

It seemsirrationd, bu the peope nowin charge of our neond govermmert are no raiond peope. They have expssedther hared forthe work | do for wanen. t doesn’t matter tha | am a dtizen and a phgician. | feé that | an
subjed to hastile, unrstrained arlitrary power.

In fad, one week ago | rebeed a cfili ngletter from Represertative MarshaBlackburn R-Tenn.),the most ferodously arti-abotion member of Congress who charsthe Seled Investigaive Pané on Infarn Lives.
Theletter denandedthat | submit a wide varety of documerts, induding pdiert medca recorgin cases of gestations greder than 22 week | have util Nov. 21to canply.

The paneis looking for evdencethat | am selling “baby body pas.” It hasthe power ofubpoena and carite me for coriempt of Congressif | don’t comply by the deatine.

Itis frightening. It is a witch hun.

| am a physician héping pdierts, and | an beingtreaedlike a cimind.

Thestar chanber proceeihgs of the Seled Investigaive Pané on Infart Livesis atarge idertification progran for the ari-abotion assassis. It is terrifying.
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At a deepelevd, | have no coriflencethat Trump andthe currebhRepubicanleadeship will pratedt my life andlibetty becase ofthe work | doto hdp women. Thér pubic harasnert of meincreaes my risk of assassiaion.

Trump is aman whoseemsto care nthing forthe prdedions of the Constitution, induding dvil rights and freespeech. Hehreders violence aganst members of the pressandthose who dsagree vith him. His vile, vdgar, and
preddory atitudes toward wanen have been darid dsplay from the begnningto the end of s campaign. Hethredensthe wotd with nudearinstahlity. How can he behe preidert of a coury that represerts freedan and dvility?

SinceRoe v. Wade, fedetdegslation and courdedsions have affeted s only indiredly. There have been merous attempts to shut me down athe state levd since | began perfating abotionsin Coloradoin 1973. Many ofthese
bills have beenidededspedficaly at me and amy medcd pradice. | havdestified aganstthem dozers of times, sometimes under amed guard. Vith the hép of pro-chace canmunity and pditi cd leades, I've seenmost of these
bills defeded.

But Trump’s eledion, canbined with cortinuing corrol of the Congressby arti-abotion Republi cars, ratches upthethrea to wha we doto hdp women. k's now higherthan ever before. Trop cansignthemost restrictive arti-
abotionlegslation with impunity. After he haredacedsevera sitting Supreme Court justices, Roe \s. Wade vill be oveturned, and we il al be @ themercy of evermore comervaive state legslatures.

This is profoundy discouragng to me, espedally since | wanto biingin a young daor ortwo who can cotinuemy importart work when | canniodoit.

Wha can Itell a young phgician abotithe future? Every dajs astrugde forsurvival.

Duringthe patmonth, | have had convsations abou my spedalized abation praticein Colorado vith numerowsidedistic young dotors, nurses, medcad studerts, and ¢her heéth professonds.

The young phyiciars, including Americars who arestudyingin Europe, expeedthdr desire to serve wanen by perfoming abotions. They boughcopes of my textbook on abdion care antheysaid they waredto visit my

pradiceto learn how Ilsafdy perfom late abotions for women who aréeminating desired pregnaries becaise of cdastrophic fetal abnomaliti es. But they dso expresed concern fotheintersity, violence, and power dffie ari-
abotion movemert in the Urited States.

They had read abbthe ssssnaions of American phsicians such & Dr. George Tl er, whospedalizedin abotion services. They knew abatthe dtacks on dher dinics and phgiciars, induding thetimein 1988 wherthe frort
windows of my office wereshot out.

What secuity can | offer young phsicians that they can have a Killi nglife andmedca careeiin this work hdping wamen andher families?

Under an unrstrained Donéd Trump andthis RepublicanCongress | fear formy life, | fear formy family, and | fear fomy future. | fear fomy staff andmy péierts.
Evenmore, | fear formy courtry, and | fear fothe wotd.

Warren M. Hern, MD, is a physician and epidemiol ogist who directs the Boulder Abortion Clinic in Boulder, Colo.

You can corad him with messages of suppot at DrHern.can.

Or, pease canment bdow. | will makesure hesees this.
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