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Lara Jirmanus, MD, MPH (2014-2016)
 Dr. Lara Jirmanus is a faculty member at Cambridge Health Alliance/Harvard Medical School

and a fellow with the Harvard FXB Center for Health & Human Rights. Her past research has
addressed health care access among immigrant populations, the e�ects of group prenatal
care on patient outcomes, leishmaniasis in rural Brazil, and the involvement of community-
based organizations in the global HIV/AIDS response. She has also done extensive work in
Lebanon including: teaching a global health and social medicine course at the American
University of Beirut Medical School for two years, serving as Chief Resident in Family
Medicine where she supervised residents caring for Syrian refugees in mobile and
community clinics, and running a community-based participatory project with Lebanese and
Syrian refugees to promote women’s and children’s health in an urban slum in Beirut. The
goals of her ongoing work are threefold: 1) to empower women and strengthen their agency
to care for sick children and prevent childhood illness; 2) to increase the uptake of family
planning services; and 3) to create best practices for fostering social cohesion in a climate of
political instability.

Hanni Stoklosa, MD, MPH (2013-2015) 
 Dr. Hanni Stoklosa is an Emergency Medicine Physician at Brigham and Women's Hospital

and Clinical Instructor at the Harvard School of Medicine. Dr. Stoklosa has extensive
international experience in advocacy, research, and teaching focused on eliminating
disparities. She has worked in South Sudan, Liberia, Egypt, China, Taiwan, Australia, India,
Thailand, the Philippines, and Guatemala on gender based violence, emergency response
infrastructure, mental health, and HIV/AIDS. Her current research focus is on the health
consequences of human tra�cking. Dr. Stoklosa is the co-founder and executive director of
HEAL (Health, Education, Advocacy, Linkages) Tra�cking, an international network of
professionals dedicated to improving the health of tra�cking survivors. She serves on the
advisory board of the Department of Health and Human Services Health and Tra�cking
Education Initiative and in 2014, Dr. Stoklosa testi�ed before Congress on the examination of
the Tra�cking Awareness Training for  the Health Care Act of that year.
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Sheela Maru, MD, MPH (2013-2015) 
 Dr. Sheela Maru completed her residency training in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Boston

Medical Center in 2013, and graduated from the Global Women's Health Fellowship in 2015.
She is currently the Associate Director of Global Health and Instructor in Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Boston Medical Center. In addition, Dr. Maru is an Instructor in the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Boston University. Her research and advocacy
interests include access to reproductive health services for rural women in South Asia,
maternal mortality reduction, and healthcare responses to gender-based violence. Her
current projects are in Nepal, with Possible Health, and in Boston. Dr. Maru continues
her work with the Division of Women's Health as a Research Associate where
she researches  innovative and adaptive models of health care delivery to prevent maternal
mortality based on a community's needs and cultural realities.

Rasha Khoury, MD, MPH (2012-2014)                                                        
 Dr. Rasha Khoury, is a Palestinian woman from East Jerusalem who completed her residency

in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of California, San Francisco in 2012 and her
MPH at the Harvard School of Public Health in 2013. Dr. Khoury graduated from the Global
Women's Health Fellowship at Brigham and Women's Hospital as a joint fellow in our Global
Women's Health and Family Planning Fellowships in 2014. Her fellowship project focused on
randomized study evaluating the e�ect of community health worker-led family planning
counseling on postpartum contraceptive uptake in the West Bank. Dr. Khoury believes in
task-sharing as a vehicle for reproductive justice.

Lydia Pace, MD, MPH (2012-2014) 
 Dr. Lydia Pace is an Associate Physician in the Division of General Internal Medicine at

Brigham and Women's Hospital. Dr. Pace trained in Internal Medicine/Primary Care and is
interested in preventive services for women and women’s health care policy both in the U.S.
and globally. In Rwanda, she is studying the experiences of women with benign and
malignant breast disease at two Partners in Health-supported district hospitals. Dr. Pace is
also working in the Women’s Health Program of Partners in Health-Rwanda.

Neha Pagidipati, M.D., M.P.H. (2011-2013)
 Dr. Neha Pagidipati earned her medical degree from Harvard Medical School in 2008 prior to

completing her residency in Brigham and Women’s Internal Medicine Residency Program.
Dr. Pagidipati focused her research on cardiovascular disease (CVD) in women in India, in
particular, how a primary healthcare system, that is mainly dedicated to maternal and child
health, can be expanded to e�ectively incorporate CVD prevention in women. Her �rst year
was dedicated to epidemiologic and cost-e�ectiveness studies to better characterize the
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Indian population, its risk factors, and barriers to CVD preventive care. In her second year,
she implemented a cost-e�ectiveness study assessing a CVD screening strategy for women
in urban India. Through this study, she was able to show that screening urban women above
the age of 30 for CVD is cost-e�ective compared to the current standard of care strategy.
This �nding may have implications for healthcare guidelines, policy and for integration into
the current maternal healthcare infrastructure in urban India. Dr. Pagidipati is currently
completing a Fellowship in Cardiovascular Disease at Duke University School of Medicine.

Marisa Nadas, MD, MPH (2010-2012)
 Dr. Marisa Nadas earned her medical degree from Albert Einstein College of Medicine in

2006 and went on to complete her residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Boston Medical
Center in 2010. During her tenure as a Global Women’s Health Fellow, Dr. Nadas’ primary
focus was to reduce maternal mortality in Botswana in partnership with the Ministry of
Health (MOH) through the development of curriculum on Emergency Obstetric and Neonatal
Care (EmONC). Her research involved identifying Master Trainers (MT), crafting curriculum
that target the gaps in skills and knowledge  as identi�ed by the MOH, and conducting pre-
and post-tests to evaluate the e�ectiveness of the materials, training, workshops and clinical
simulations. Evaluation of this EmONC pilot demonstrates that rigorous educational
methodology can be successfully applied to trainings in low-middle income countries. With
national rollout of the training, future evaluation will elucidate the e�ect of this type of
training on maternal and neonatal outcomes. After her fellowship, Dr. Nadas joined the
faculty of the Boston Medical Center as an OBGYN Attending Physician. She later moved to
New York City, where she is currently an Attending Physician at Jacobi Medical Center, an
Assistant Professor in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology and Women's Health at
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, and the Chair of the Implementation Committee at
EqualHealth. 

Jennifer Scott, MD, MBA, MPH (2009-2011)
 Dr. Jennifer Scott earned her medical degree from the University of Colorado Health Sciences

Center and her MBA from the University of Colorado Graduate School of Business before
completing a residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center (BIDMC), where she also served as Administrative Chief Resident. Dr. Scott’s clinical
and research interests are in gender-based violence and reproductive health in displaced
populations and con�ict settings. During the Global Women’s Health Fellowship at Brigham
and Women’s Hospital Dr. Scott conducted research on gender-based violence in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, and South Sudan. She also helped to establish a
reproductive health program at a �eld hospital in post-earthquake Haiti. Currently, Dr. Scott
is the Director of the Global and Community Health Program in the Department of
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Obstetrics & Gynecology at BIDMC and works as an obstetrician and gynecologist at The
Dimock Center. She continues to hold a research faculty appointment in the Division of
Women’s Health at Brigham and Women's and her research is focused on gender inequality
and gender-based violence in humanitarian settings. She also continues to work with the
Harvard Humanitarian Initiative (HHI) Women in War program.

Felicia Lester, MD, MS, MPH (2009 – 2011)
 Dr. Felicia Lester became the �rst fellow to ever be simultaneously enrolled in the Division of

Women’s Health Family Planning Fellowship and the Global Women’s Health Fellowship.  She
received her MD degree from University of California San Francisco her MPH degree from UC
Berkley, and completed her residency training in Obstetrics and Gynecology at UCSF in June
2009.  Her interest lies in exploring the impact of reproductive choice on women’s health
here and abroad.  In addition to a busy clinical schedule in Boston during her fellowship
where she developed advanced clinical skills in abortion and family planning, she also
combined her expertise in family planning with her experience and interest in global health
to work with Partners In Health in Rwanda. Her work in Rwanda focused on developing and
implementing protocols and training for integrated family planning, pregnancy and
childbirth services, and undertaking a pilot study of the feasibility of conducting a
randomized trial of immediate post-cesarean IUD insertion in Uganda. Dr. Lester is currently
a Clinical Instructor at the University of California, San Francisco.

Kathleen M. Powis, MD, MPH, MBA  (2007-2009)
 Dr. Kathleen Powis received her MBA degree from the University of Richmond and her MD

degree from the Medical College of Virginia prior to completing her residency (and serving as
Chief Resident) in the Harvard Combined Internal Medicine and Pediatrics Residency
Program at Massachusetts General Hospital.  During her fellowship, Dr. Powis worked in
Botswana with Drs. Roger Shapiro and Max Essex on the Botswana-Harvard AIDS Initiative
(HAI), in addition to completing her MPH degree at the Harvard School of Public Health and
serving as Assistant Residency Director of the Harvard Combined Internal Medicine and
Pediatrics Residency Program at MGH.  Dr. Powis’ research interests include prevention of
mother-to-child transmission of HIV and ensure optimal health for HIV infected pregnant
women and their infants.  Dr. Powis is continuing her work in Botswana and is an instructor
in internal medicine and pediatrics at MGH.

Ingrid Katz, MD, MHS (2007-2009)
 Dr. Ingrid Katz is an Assistant Professor at Harvard Medical School. She graduated magna

cum laude from Amherst College, and obtained a Master's in Health Science from Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health before pursuing her M.D. at University of
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California at San Francisco, graduating AOA. She developed her interest in Global Women's
Health while working at the Ministry of Women's Rights in Paris, and subsequently with the
Population Council and UNICEF in Vietnam, where she focused on reproductive health
research. After medical school, Dr. Katz completed her training in Internal Medicine at
Brigham and Women's Hospital (BWH) and did an Infectious Disease Fellowship at Beth
Israel Deaconess Medical Center while concurrently doing a Global Women's Health
Fellowship at BWH. During her medical training, she did research at the HIV Division at the
World Health Organization, and was an Editorial Fellow at the New England Journal of
Medicine. Dr. Katz has since assumed a faculty position in the Division of Women’s Health at
BWH; her research focuses on the social and behavioral determinants of health promotion in
sub-Saharan Africa. In particular, she is studying sexually transmitted infections, such as HIV
and HPV that disproportionately impact women globally. She has been working in South
Africa for the past six years, focusing on factors a�ecting treatment-related decision-making
among people living with HIV. She has been the recipient of the Harvard Catalyst KL2 Medical
Research Investigator Training (MeRIT) Award, the Harvard Global Health Institute Travel
Award, the Eleanor and Miles Shore Award, the CROI Young Investigator Award, and the
Center for AIDS Prevention Scholar Award. She is currently funded through a K23 Career
Development Award.

Margaret Bourdeaux, MD, MPH (2007-2009)
 Dr. Margaret Bourdeaux received her BA in Psychology from Harvard University in 1997, her

MD from Yale Medical School in 2003, and her MPH from the Harvard School of Public Health
in 2009. She is board certi�ed in both Internal Medicine and Pediatrics, and completed her
residency at the Harvard Combined Medicine and Pediatric Residency Program in 2007. She
completed the Global Women’s Health Fellowship within the Division of Women’s Health in
2009. Prior to medical school she worked as a child advocate and community organizer for
Boston Medical Center’s Department of Pediatrics. In medical school she conducted research
regarding refugee health and humanitarian response while working in Kosovar refugee
camps during and after the 1999 war. She has conducted several case studies that address
the relationship between health policy, humanitarian response organizations and health
care status of displaced populations—ranging from assessing barriers to health care for
women and children displaced by Hurricane Katrina to the policies of international actors in
Kosovo that shaped the emergence of its post-war health system. Currently her work
addresses the role the US Department of Defense plays in the spheres of development,
humanitarian assistance, and disaster response.  Now working in Newborn Medicine at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Dr. Bourdeaux focuses on monitoring and evaluation of
humanitarian response systems, health care delivery in societies with high levels of
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insecurity and violence, and the political and policy factors that shape the emergence of
health care outcomes and systems in post-con�ict societies.

 

STAY INFORMED.  CONNECT WITH US. 

Fellowship

Leadership

Contact and Location

GLOBAL WOMEN'S HEALTH PROGRAM

FIND A DOCTOR

REQUEST APPOINTMENT

LOCATIONS

SERVICES

LEARN MORE ABOUT BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S HOSPITAL

For over a century, a leader in patient care, medical education and research, with expertise in
virtually every specialty of medicine and surgery.

ABOUT BWH

https://www.brighamandwomens.org/womens-health/connors-center/global-health/fellowship-description-and-application
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/womens-health/connors-center/global-health/leadership
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/womens-health/connors-center/global-health/contact-global-womens-health-program
https://physiciandirectory.brighamandwomens.org/
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/forms/request-an-appointment
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/brigham-and-womens-hospital-locations-and-affiliates
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/services
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-brigham-and-womens-hospital


5/7/2018 Global Women's Health Fellowship Alumni - Brigham and Women’s Hospital.

https://www.brighamandwomens.org/womens-health/connors-center/global-health/alumni 7/8

CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE CLINICAL DEPARTMENTS

QUICK LINKS

BRIGHAM AND WOMEN'S HOSPITAL

75 FRANCIS STREET, BOSTON MA 02115
617-732-5500 Contact Us

General Information: 617-732-5500

New Patients: 800-294-9999

Cancer Center

Heart & Vascular Center

The Lung Center

Neurosciences Center

Orthopaedic & Arthritis
Center

Primary Care Center

Women's Health Center

Anesthesiology,
Perioperative and Pain
Medicine

Dermatology

Emergency Medicine

Medicine

Neurology

Neurosurgery

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Orthopaedic Surgery

p g y
Pathology

Pediatric Newborn Medicine

Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation

Psychiatry

Radiation Oncology

Radiology

Surgery

About BWH

Careers

Education & Training

Giving

Health Information

News

Patient Gateway

Services A-Z

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Brigham-and-Womens-Hospital/43361098740
https://twitter.com/BrighamWomens
https://www.pinterest.com/brighamwomens/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Brighamandwomens
https://brighamhealthhub.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brigham-and-women%27s-hospital
https://plus.google.com/+brighamwomenshospital
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/newsroom/overview
https://www.instagram.com/brighamandwomens/?hl=en
tel:617-732-5500
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/forms/contact-bwh-important-phone-numbers
tel:617-732-5500
tel:800-294-9999
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/cancer-center
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/heart-and-vascular-center
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/lung-center
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/neurosciences-center
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/orthopaedic-and-arthritis-center
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/primary-care-center
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/womens-health-center-of-excellence
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/anesthesiology-perioperative-and-pain-medicine
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/dermatology
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/emergency-medicine
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/department-of-medicine
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/neurology
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/neurosurgery
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/obstetrics-and-gynecology
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/orthopaedic-surgery
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/orthopaedic-surgery
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/pathology
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/pediatric-newborn-medicine
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/physical-medicine-and-rehabilitation
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/psychiatry
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/radiation-oncology
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/radiology
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/surgery
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-brigham-and-womens-hospital
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/careers
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/medical-professionals/brigham-education-institute
http://giving.brighamandwomens.org/give1?utm_medium=web&utm_source=bwhmain&utm_campaign=18XXAGWM&utm_content=footer
http://healthlibrary.brighamandwomens.org/
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/newsroom/overview
https://patientgateway.partners.org/public/
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/services-a-to-z


5/7/2018 Global Women's Health Fellowship Alumni - Brigham and Women’s Hospital.

https://www.brighamandwomens.org/womens-health/connors-center/global-health/alumni 8/8

© 2018 Brigham and Women's Hospital
Accessibility

Resources A-L
Resources M-Z

Disclaimer
Privacy Policy

Sitemap

https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/locations/boston-main-campus-accessibility
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/medical-resources/medical-resources-a-l
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/medical-resources/medical-resources-m-z
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/disclaimer
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/privacy
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/bwh-sitemap

