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COMMENTARY ABORTION

I’m an Abortion Provider. This is What New York’s Reproductive

Health Act Means to Me.

Jan 25, 2019, 2:22pm Dr. Monica Dragoman

It is monumental that we have removed antiquated laws that criminalize the provision of routine

medical care.
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On Tuesday, the 46th anniversary of landmark court decision Roe v. Wade, which legalized
abortion in the United States, New York state lawmakers passed their own historic legislation—
the Reproductive Health Act (RHA). The RHA enshrines the protections of Roe into state law,
removes abortion from the criminal code, and clarifies that trained health-care providers acting

Previously, under New York’s outdated abortion law, those seeking abortion care later in pregnancy had to travel out
of state to receive the procedure. 
 Alex Wong / Getty Images
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within their scope of practice can provide abortion care.

As an abortion provider at Planned Parenthood of New York City, I’m thrilled to see our
legislators recognize how critical abortion access is to the health and well-being of our
communities, especially with mounting attacks on our care from Washington.

The vast majority of abortions in the United States take place early in pregnancy. According to
the Guttmacher Institute, only slightly more than 1 percent of abortions are performed at 21
weeks or later. Often (but not always), patients at this stage choose abortion after a doctor has
detected a life-threatening fetal abnormality.

Previously, under New York’s outdated abortion law, those seeking abortion care later in
pregnancy had to travel out of state to receive the procedure. This is often a logistical nightmare
that includes the stress of finding a provider out of state, raising funds for the procedure itself
and the associated travel, and dealing with insurance coverage. These issues are particularly
difficult, and often insurmountable, for those with low incomes.
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The decision to end a pregnancy is deeply personal. It is often tied to complex variables in a
person’s life related to their socioeconomic status, whether or not they already are a parent, if
they’re in a stable relationship, or have achieved certain personal goals in life yet, like education
or career success. Terminating a later pregnancy can also have an added layer of emotional and
personal complexity when the pregnancy was very much wanted.

Take, for example, the case of reproductive health activist Erika Christensen, who, at 31-weeks
pregnant, carrying a pregnancy she and her husband desperately wanted, learned that her baby
would be unable to survive outside the womb. Due to New York’s abortion law at the time, which
housed the procedure in the criminal code, Christensen had to travel to Colorado. The procedure
alone cost her $10,000. This is an unthinkable amount for most, even for a necessary medical
procedure.

It’s unacceptable that up until now, some people in New York seeking abortion care later in
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pregnancy had to go through what Christensen went through. What’s also unacceptable is that so
many have been unable to access the abortion care they needed at all due to New York’s laws.

As a medical provider, I firmly believe that sexual and reproductive health decisions should be
made by no one but a patient and their doctor, certainly not politicians. What can already be a
complicated experience for many is made that much more difficult by a culture that shames
people for making their own decisions about their bodies, and a government that seeks to control
our reproductive futures.

With passage of the Reproductive Health Act, New York can finally grow to be a model of what
sexual and reproductive health care should be. This legislation is a resounding endorsement of
an individual’s autonomy to determine if and when to parent. It is also monumental that we have
removed antiquated laws that criminalize the provision of routine medical care.

I’m grateful about how this positions providers like myself to be able to continue offering high-
quality, evidence-based care while minimizing the impact of the potential overturning of Roe v.
Wade. This legislation now enables us to function as a potential sanctuary for those who need
this care should the landscape become even more restrictive. Moving forward, to make good on
the promise of expanded access that the RHA provides, we must tackle issues of affordability,
insurance coverage, and comprehensive provider training when it comes to abortion.

Our patients do not come to us with a political agenda. They just want support, resources, and
medical care. Thanks to the progressive leaders in office, New York providers are one step closer
to creating the community we all deserve—one where every person is able to make the best sexual
and reproductive health decisions for themselves and their families.

Evidence-based journalism is the foundation of democracy. Rewire.News, is devoted to
evidence-based reporting on reproductive and sexual health, rights and justice and the
intersections of race, environmental, immigration, and economic justice.

As a non-profit that doesn't accept advertising or corporate support, we rely on our readers
for funding. Please support our fact-based journalism today.

Support
Rewire.News

https://rewire.news/tag/if-roe-falls/
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ
http://bit.ly/2ALkaWZ


I’m an Abortion Provider. This is What New York's Reproductive Health Act Means to Me. - Rewire.News

https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/25/im-an-abortion-provider-this-is-what-new-yorks-reproductive-health-act-means-to-me/[1/30/2019 9:55:23 AM]

RELATED ARTICLES

TOPICS AND TAGS: Abortion Access, Abortion Criminalization, Abortion Providers, Abortion restrictions, Access to abortion,
Health clinics, Health Systems, Human Rights, If Roe Falls, Illegal abortion, Law and Policy, Maternity and Birthing, Medical
abortion, Planned Parenthood, Planned Parenthood of New York City, Pregnancy complications, Reproductive Health Act,
Reproductive rights, Roe at 46, Roe v. Wade, Roe vs. Wade, Surgical abortion

ROUNDUPS LAW AND POLICY

Legislative Lowlights:
Lawmakers in Four States
Want to Bring Fetal
‘Personhood’ to the Ballot
Box
Jan 28, 5:24pm Brie Shea

NEWS LAW AND POLICY

Medicaid Work
Requirements Rejected by
Maine’s New Governor
Jan 23, 5:16pm Auditi Guha

NEWS LAW AND POLICY

Valerie Huber’s New Role at
HHS Could Bring
Abstinence-Only Agenda to
Global Policy
Jan 23, 11:30am Josephine Yurcaba

ROUNDUPS LAW AND POLICY

Legislative Lowlights: Total
Abortion Bans Proposed in
Colorado, Indiana, and
Texas Last Week
Jan 22, 4:01pm Brie Shea

https://rewire.news/tag/abortion-access/
https://rewire.news/tag/abortion-criminalization/
https://rewire.news/tag/abortion-providers/
https://rewire.news/topic/abortion-restrictions/
https://rewire.news/topic/access-to-abortion/
https://rewire.news/topic/health-clinics/
https://rewire.news/topic/health-systems/
https://rewire.news/topic/human-rights/
https://rewire.news/tag/if-roe-falls/
https://rewire.news/topic/illegal-abortion/
https://rewire.news/topic/law-and-policy/
https://rewire.news/topic/maternity-and-birthing/
https://rewire.news/topic/medical-abortion/
https://rewire.news/topic/medical-abortion/
https://rewire.news/tag/planned-parenthood/
https://rewire.news/tag/planned-parenthood-of-new-york-city-2/
https://rewire.news/topic/pregnancy-complications/
https://rewire.news/tag/reproductive-health-act/
https://rewire.news/topic/reproductive-rights/
https://rewire.news/tag/roe-at-46/
https://rewire.news/tag/roe-v-wade/
https://rewire.news/topic/roe-vs-wade/
https://rewire.news/topic/surgical-abortion/
https://rewire.news/section/roundups/
https://rewire.news/primary-topic/law-and-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/28/legislative-lowlights-fetal-personhood-ballot-box/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/28/legislative-lowlights-fetal-personhood-ballot-box/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/28/legislative-lowlights-fetal-personhood-ballot-box/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/28/legislative-lowlights-fetal-personhood-ballot-box/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/28/legislative-lowlights-fetal-personhood-ballot-box/
https://rewire.news/author/brie-shea/
https://rewire.news/section/news/
https://rewire.news/primary-topic/law-and-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/medicaid-work-requirements-rejected-by-maines-new-governor/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/medicaid-work-requirements-rejected-by-maines-new-governor/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/medicaid-work-requirements-rejected-by-maines-new-governor/
https://rewire.news/author/auditi-guha/
https://rewire.news/section/news/
https://rewire.news/primary-topic/law-and-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/huber-new-role-hhs-could-bring-abstinence-only-agenda-global-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/huber-new-role-hhs-could-bring-abstinence-only-agenda-global-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/huber-new-role-hhs-could-bring-abstinence-only-agenda-global-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/huber-new-role-hhs-could-bring-abstinence-only-agenda-global-policy/
https://rewire.news/author/josephine-yurcaba/
https://rewire.news/section/roundups/
https://rewire.news/primary-topic/law-and-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/22/legislative-lowlights-total-abortion-bans-proposed-in-colorado-indiana-and-texas-last-week/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/22/legislative-lowlights-total-abortion-bans-proposed-in-colorado-indiana-and-texas-last-week/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/22/legislative-lowlights-total-abortion-bans-proposed-in-colorado-indiana-and-texas-last-week/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/22/legislative-lowlights-total-abortion-bans-proposed-in-colorado-indiana-and-texas-last-week/
https://rewire.news/author/brie-shea/


I’m an Abortion Provider. This is What New York's Reproductive Health Act Means to Me. - Rewire.News

https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/25/im-an-abortion-provider-this-is-what-new-yorks-reproductive-health-act-means-to-me/[1/30/2019 9:55:23 AM]

© 2019 Rewire.News. All rights reserved.


	rewire.news
	I’m an Abortion Provider. This is What New York's Reproductive Health Act Means to Me. - Rewire.News


