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Botched Abortion Leads to Amputation

Woman carries scars for the rest of her life
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"Nadine" went to Women's Medical Center of Los Angeles on December 5, 1981. She said later that the consent for her
abortion was "obtained solely and directly as the result of certain false, misleading, deceitful, and fraudulent
statements and representations and concealment of facts on the part of the defendants." Had it not been for the
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misrepresentations by clinic staff, Nadine said, she never would have consented to the abortion. Food for Thought
. X . o e 19th Century Abortion
The abortion was performed by Emmanuel Brandeis. When the intravenous drugs were administered, damage was Cases and Other Self-Injury,

done to Nadine's nerves and tissues in her right hand. She had to have portions of her fingers amputated as a result. * Abortion, Law, and Real

. . . . . Choice
The consent forms had never mentioned amputation as a potential complication. « Abortion, Suffering, and the

Source: LA County Superior Court Case No. WEC073497 Chinese Widow

e The Abortion War and
Nadine is not the only patient who required amputations as a result of something going wrong with an abortion. Communication
Patient "Lina," age 22, filed suit after an abortion performed by Oscar Gonzalez on April 1, 1985. Gonzales injected her ©Another Anti-Choice

Fanati
with phenegren for the abortion, and sent her home afterward although her hand was swelling and developing a rash. .Trae I/ibortions Used as Birth

When Lina's arm swelled and turned purple she went to the emergency room. Her arm developed gangrene and had to Control?
be amputated. Gonzalez reportedly admitted he may have misinjected the medication. » Ihe Bad Old Days of

; ! Abortion
Sources: Houston Chronicle 7-18-85, Suburbia Reporter 7-24-85 « Botched Abortion Leads to
; : : . Amputation
We also received reports at Life Dynamics of one woman who had to have a leg amputated due to post-abortion e Coathanger Abortion:
sepsis, and another woman who lost both feet and both arms below the elbow as a result of post-abortion sepsis. %QEIM
rue to lire-

These women did not complain to the medical board or file suit, and did not wish to discuss their cases with us. o Comparative Safety

Abortion & Stuff Folks Get
The most high-profile abortion amputation case is that of Carolina Gutierrez, who died after multiple amputations for Riled About
- H H e Diane Sawyer and the Non-
post-abortion sepsis. Story of Lawson Akpulonu
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Lesson

o Is Childbirth Safety
Relevant to Abortion?

e Is This the Face of the
Enemy?

e Is 'Who Decides?' Really
the Question?

e The "Koop Report" on
Abortion

e DI and the CDC

® Misplaced Priorities Cost
Women's Lives

e A Mother's Nightmare

e Pro Child/Pro Choice Rings
Hollow

e Question Abortion

e Stress and the Abortion
Decision

e Study - Effect of Abortion
Legalization on Sexual
Behavior: Evidence from
Sexually Transmitted

Diseases
e Unequal Burden on the
Poor?

e Unintended Late Abortions
e Unplanned Pregnancies that
Worked Out

e What Real Informed
Consent Would Look Like

e What's "Adequate Access"
to Abortion?

e What's the Need for
Abortion?

e When the POC Really is
Just Tissue

e Where's the Pro Choice
Movement on Elective
Amputations?

e Who is the Enemy?

e Who's Putting the Unborn
Ahead of the Born?

e Women Who Change Their
Minds After the Abortion

e Women's Rights are
Common Ground

e Your Bedroom, the
Government, and Abortion
Laws
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Not Just the Unborn
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