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the relative safcl:.' of abortion and
childbirth.

Pregnancy-related mortality risk in-
creases only slightly with age through
age 34 vears and rises substantially
after age 400 years.! As we note in our
article, in 2008, the proportions of
women in that older age bracketl were
nearly identical among women having
abortions and childbirth.? Therefore,
the difference in distribution of the twa
groups in the lower age brackets is
unlikely to have a major effect on un-
derlying risk. However, other risk fac-
tors for mortality were more common
in the abortson Pﬂu'qnl.s. Thaus, our find-
ing of a 14-fold lower mortality risk in
abortion patients probably underesti-
mates the true relative safety of choos-
ing this option.

To ascerizin abortion-related deaths,
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
VTN ucl:i'l.'\t.'l",.' MOnIors  AUmerous
sources, including sate vital records,
public health agencics, matermal mortal-
ity review committees, health care pro-
viders and provider ooganizations, pri-
vabe citizens, citizen groups, and media
reports.’ Therefore, substantial inac-
cukacy in the statstics on abortion-
related deaths is unlikely. In contrast,
childbirth-related deaths, which are
identified primarily from death certif-
icates, may have been somewhat un-
dercounted, pﬂr!i:ula‘r'}- in the earlier
years included in owur article.' If the
number of abortion-related deaths in
our analysis was more complete than
the mamber of childbirth-related deaths,
abortion may be even safer relative 1o
childbirth than we reported in our article.

Drr. Walsh apparently misunderaoad
the focus of cur article: the comparative
salety of two pregnancy outcomes for
women. Dur analysis shows that induced
abortion m the United States i much
safer than childbirth, a fact that every

woman deserves o know,
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To the Editor:

Thank you for im;ll.l.dins Dir. Mitchell
Creinin's thoughtful reflection on the
hypocrisy of abortion legislation in
this mation as it relates 1o real public
health hazards.! The disproportionate
amount of government restrictions
placed on abostion compared with
activities that poese legiimate health
risks (eg, smoking] demonstrates that
our nation’s battle over abortion has
little to do with “protecting” women
and much o do with controlling
them. Bravo to Dy, Creinin for advo-
cating that “every woman deserves
lfaciual medical information when-
evier she is ma.’di:llE a decision whether
orF ned o terminate a pregnancy,” We
must trust women to make the health
decision best for them and leave the
patriarchy behind. Abortion is a valid
and necessary medical  procedure,
and it is crucial that physicians fight
to ensure that all women have access
1o safle abortion if needed. 1 am a
medical student and plan to provide
abortion services because the alterna-
tive to women not having access to
this service is unacceptable and docs
ned resonate with my moral or pro-
fessional conscience,
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To the Editor:

1 read Dr. Creinin's recent editorial in
the Green Journal and was amazed at
the thought process used 1o reach his
conclusions regarding the virine of
abortion.! Although 1 long age con-
cluded that debate between those sup-
porting and opposing elective abortion
was futibe, 1 simply cannot read this
aticle and remain mute. Although 1
agree that tobacco abuse is a major
healih issue and that maximum efort
by begislators and health care providers
is needed 10 reduce this scourge, that
issue cannot be compared with that of
abortion. Today, 1 do not have w allow
n'lysru 0 he l':tplll.ld,'d Hitw h:bﬂrm
smoke, | am protected by laws that
prehibit smoking in restaurants, on
public iransporiation, and in public
buildings. Essemtially everywhere 1 go
is smoke-free. Those who choose 1o
smoke have the daily ability 1o make
that chodce. [ think it is a bad choice, as
I gather you do. Four hundred forty-
three thousand deaths per year is a
terrible waste of life and health care
resources indeed.

O miillion two hundred ten thou-
sand deaths per year from abostion
remaing a tragedy that clearly cannot
be dismissed so easily as inconsequen-
tial because statistics show it to be a
safe procedare for the mother. Dr.
Creinin indicates that 2 856 women
died from pregnancy-related complica-
tions over 7 years compared with 64
dying from abortion-related complica-
tons. 50 296567 unbom  children
must be terminated 1o save one
woman from maternal death. All life
is sacred and should be protected. As
obstetricians, we have all witnessed
the beginning of life. We cannot deny
that it is life,

I am saddened at the loss of health
and life from tobacco, yet it is a
choice for the vast majority who are
affecied. To ignore the obvious moral
consequence of taking the life of an
innacent unborn child evades schol-
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