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Dr. David Burkons holds the licensing certificates that allowed him to open a clinic that provides medical and surgical
abortions. It took about 18 extra months of inspections, he says, to get the approval to offer surgical abortions.
Sarah Jane Tribble/WCPN

Dr. David Burkons graduated from medical school and began practicing obstetrics and
gynecology in 1973, the same year the Supreme Court issued its landmark abortion

decision in Roe v. Wade.

Burkons liked delivering babies. But he is also committed to serving all his patients,

including those who choose abortions.

On a recent day a 30-something woman comes to the clinic. She is six weeks pregnant.
Her birth control failed her, she says. Burkons greets the woman warmly as she comes
to the clinic for the second round of the medical abortion process, a two-dose drug

regimen to end a pregnancy.
"We're going to give you this," Burkons says, handing the woman the pills.

"And what are these two?" asks the woman, who requested anonymity.
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"These are the misoprostol pills," Burkons says.
On this day a steady stream of women visit Burkons' clinic for medical abortions.

Since the Roe v. Wade decision, Ohio has been a trendsetter in passing restrictions on
abortion. So it is especially unusual that in a small Ohio town, an hour south of

Cleveland, a new clinic that performs abortions opened its doors last year.
Burkons wanted the clinic to be personable, with minimal wait times.

Initially in his new clinic, he could only administer the pills that induce medical
abortion. But this summer, after 18 months of state inspections, rejections and —

finally — acceptance, he began performing surgical abortions as well.

Dr. David Burkons opened his clinic in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, on a busy commercial strip in early 2014.

Sarah Jane Tribble/WCPN

For any woman wanting to take these pills, Ohio requires more clinic visits than
medically necessary, and it makes their use illegal after seven weeks of pregnancy. In

many other states that restriction comes at nine weeks of pregnancy.
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Ohio's laws are examples of how seemingly narrow rules can significantly curtail
abortion. Mike Gonidakis, who leads Ohio Right to Life, says broader bills that
propose stopping abortion entirely rarely get approval. "We believe in an incremental
approach to both the legislative side as well as the changing [of] hearts and minds,"

Gonidakis says.

Another Ohio law, similar to one in Texas, requires doctors at clinics that perform
abortions to have admitting privileges at local hospitals, in case of an emergency.
These laws allow hospitals to grant specific doctors access to their facilities, but
hospitals aren't required to grant the privileges. The U.S. Supreme Court may take up

the Texas case in the fall.

Ohio has also proposed legislation that would make it illegal to end a pregnancy if the

reason for the abortion is that the fetus has Down syndrome.

Lee Strang, an attorney and professor at the University of Toledo's law school, says the

incremental approach to rolling back abortion seems to be working across the country.

"At some point in the mid- to late '70s, pro-life people recognized that they were in for
the long haul," he says. "Instead of trying to overturn Roe, at least immediately, they
tried to incrementally undermine Roe through the judicial appointment process, and

then through state and federal statutory restrictions on abortion."

The Guttmacher Institute, a nonprofit that supports abortion rights, also tracks
restrictions. In 2013 alone, the institute says, 22 states, including Ohio, enacted 70

provisions restricting access to abortion.

Jessie Hill, an attorney and professor at Case Western Reserve University's school of
law, sits on the board of a clinic called Preterm that provides abortion services. She
said various legal provisions under the public radar have been used to restrict

abortions for years.

"It's hard for people to see how any one of these things in isolation impacts abortion

access," Hill says. "But when they add up, they can really constitute a major burden."
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Burkons says his work is very rewarding and that virtually all the women he treats are

relieved and grateful.

"Nobody grows up saying, 'I'm planning on having an abortion,' " Burkons says. "And

they just assume that if it does happen, someone will be here."

The clinic faced pent-up demand when Burkons started offering surgical abortions. He

performed 16 of the procedures in three days.

About half of Ohio's clinics that perform abortions have closed since 2010. Counting

the clinic Burkons operates, there are now nine in the state.

This story is part of NPR's reporting partnership with WCPN-Ideastream and Kaiser
Health News.

doctors  ohio u.s. supreme court  abortion

Support 90.3 WCPN ideastream

Stories like these are made possible by contributions from readers and listeners like
you.

DONATE NOW

VISIT THE STATION

More Stories From NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services 5/16


https://www.ideastream.org/wcpn-donate?utm_source=npr.org&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=donate&utm_campaign=stationstory&utm_campaign=click%20donate&utm_term=station-support-box
https://wcpn.ideastream.org/?utm_source=npr.org&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=website&utm_campaign=stationstory&utm_campaign=click%20station%20website&utm_term=station-support-box
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/
https://www.npr.org/tags/126948545/doctors
https://www.npr.org/tags/126933084/ohio
https://www.npr.org/tags/125953472/u-s-supreme-court
https://www.npr.org/tags/125936762/abortion

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

HEALTH
Real Orgasms And Transcendent Pleasure: How Women Are Reigniting Desire

r: . d . e -d

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services



https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/14/803725591/real-orgasms-and-transcendent-pleasure-how-women-are-reigniting-desire
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/14/803725591/real-orgasms-and-transcendent-pleasure-how-women-are-reigniting-desire
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/13/799534865/would-the-u-s-health-system-be-ready-for-a-surge-in-coronavirus-cases

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR
1 —

HEALTH
Would The U.S. Health System Be Ready For A Surge In Coronavirus Cases?

SCIENCE
Scientists ¥ Their Emojis, But It's Complicated

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services 716


https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/13/799534865/would-the-u-s-health-system-be-ready-for-a-surge-in-coronavirus-cases
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/13/799534865/would-the-u-s-health-system-be-ready-for-a-surge-in-coronavirus-cases
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/12/805202513/scientists-their-emojis-but-its-complicated
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/12/805202513/scientists-their-emojis-but-its-complicated

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

HEALTH
Timetable For A Vaccine Against The New Coronavirus? Maybe This Fall

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services 8/16


https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/12/804628081/timetable-for-a-vaccine-against-the-new-coronavirus-maybe-this-fall
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/12/804628081/timetable-for-a-vaccine-against-the-new-coronavirus-maybe-this-fall
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/12/804943655/doctors-push-back-as-congress-takes-aim-at-surprise-medical-bills

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

.'

i

i e

HEALTH

Doctors Push Back As Congress Takes Aim At Surprise Medical Bills

& ﬁfs AT TR :‘:.uu.-r.-.:

A 3

L ¥ .' b e i ] ts | i Tf#&jﬂ""r £

L T

NATIONAL

1QE Amanvicane DAlaacAad Evarma CAavanaviviie Nitavantina A CAanthavn Aalifavrnia Aiv Dacna

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services 9/16


https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/12/804943655/doctors-push-back-as-congress-takes-aim-at-surprise-medical-bills
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/12/804943655/doctors-push-back-as-congress-takes-aim-at-surprise-medical-bills
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/11/804915231/195-americans-are-released-from-coronavirus-quarantine-at-california-air-base
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/11/804915231/195-americans-are-released-from-coronavirus-quarantine-at-california-air-base

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR
1JdJ MINITIIVAIID MTITASTU TIVIII WVWIVIIAQVITIUD XRUAIdIILITIT MU QVULIITI T alliviiiag mil wasdove

Popular on NPR.org

AL

o

2N g

SCIENCE
'Ghost' DNA In West Africans Complicates Story Of Human Origins

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services



https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/02/11/804915231/195-americans-are-released-from-coronavirus-quarantine-at-california-air-base
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/12/805237120/ghost-dna-in-west-africans-complicates-story-of-human-origins
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/12/805237120/ghost-dna-in-west-africans-complicates-story-of-human-origins
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/13/804860215/how-not-to-get-sick-on-a-plane-a-guide-to-avoiding-pathogens

Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

2/14/2020
B4 i = = ClINE N "a

GLOBAL HEALTH
How Not To Get Sick On A Plane: A Guide To Avoiding Pathogens

L3
-
»

-
Fa

g ! .

-

GLOBAL HEALTH
Cruise Ship Passengers Disembark After Being Stranded At Sea Over Virus Fears

S -

.

GLOBAL HEALTH
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services



https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/13/804860215/how-not-to-get-sick-on-a-plane-a-guide-to-avoiding-pathogens
https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/13/804860215/how-not-to-get-sick-on-a-plane-a-guide-to-avoiding-pathogens
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/14/805923028/cruise-ship-passengers-disembark-after-being-stranded-at-sea-over-virus-fears
https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/14/805923028/cruise-ship-passengers-disembark-after-being-stranded-at-sea-over-virus-fears
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/13/805837103/images-what-new-coronavirus-looks-like-under-the-microscope
https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR
IMAGES: What New Coronavirus Looks Like Under The Microscope

L}
1" | |

.h,'li]r-arr-'__il--.l-lill"ll‘ll ,

I u.l|

NATIONAL
Between President Trump’'s Border Wall And The Rio Grande Lies A 'No Man's Land’

('

VOTE EAR|

T MINE oy

ELECTIONS
Mike Bloomberg Storms Super Tuesday States, Pledging To 'Get It Done’

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services



https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/13/805837103/images-what-new-coronavirus-looks-like-under-the-microscope
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805239927/between-president-trumps-border-wall-and-the-rio-grande-lies-a-no-man-s-land
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805239927/between-president-trumps-border-wall-and-the-rio-grande-lies-a-no-man-s-land
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805844287/mike-bloomberg-storms-super-tuesday-states-pledging-to-get-it-done
https://www.npr.org/sections/elections/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805844287/mike-bloomberg-storms-super-tuesday-states-pledging-to-get-it-done

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

NPR Editors' Picks

-

ASIA
U.S. Reaches 'Reduction In Violence' Deal With Taliban In Afghanistan

NATIONAL
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services



https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805980180/u-s-reaches-reduction-in-violence-deal-with-taliban-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/sections/asia/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805980180/u-s-reaches-reduction-in-violence-deal-with-taliban-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805949683/-not-a-paramilitary-inside-a-washington-militias-efforts-to-go-mainstream
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

"Not A Paramilitary.” Inside A Washington Militia's Efforts To Go Mainstream

NATIONAL
Power Of The Past: Retelling Utah's Suffragette History To Empower Modern Women

GLOBAL HEALTH
More Than 1,700 Health Workers In China Have Been Infected With New Coronavirus

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services 14/16


https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805949683/-not-a-paramilitary-inside-a-washington-militias-efforts-to-go-mainstream
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805725359/power-of-the-past-retelling-utahs-suffragette-history-to-empower-modern-women
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/805725359/power-of-the-past-retelling-utahs-suffragette-history-to-empower-modern-women
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/14/805972077/more-than-1-700-health-workers-in-china-have-been-infected-with-new-coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/14/805972077/more-than-1-700-health-workers-in-china-have-been-infected-with-new-coronavirus

2/14/2020 Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

ANIMALS
Rare Weedy Seadragons Hatch At California Aquarium

GLOBAL HEALTH
'It's Not Easy For Anyone’': Coronavirus Disrupts Life And Work In Hong Kong

Chntc
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services



https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/806030113/rare-weedy-seadragons-hatch-at-california-aquarium
https://www.npr.org/sections/animals/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/14/806030113/rare-weedy-seadragons-hatch-at-california-aquarium
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/13/805511970/it-s-not-easy-for-anyone-coronavirus-disrupts-life-and-work-in-hong-kong
https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/13/805511970/it-s-not-easy-for-anyone-coronavirus-disrupts-life-and-work-in-hong-kong
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/

2/14/2020

-l e

READ & LISTEN

Home
News

Arts & Life
Music
Podcasts

Programs

ABOUT NPR

Overview
Finances
People

Press

Public Editor

Corrections

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices
text only

© 2020 npr

Bucking Trend, Ohio Doctor Opens Clinic That Provides Abortion Services : Shots - Health News : NPR

CONNECT

Newsletters
Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
Contact

Help

GET INVOLVED

Support Public Radio
Sponsor NPR

NPR Careers

NPR Shop

NPR Events

Visit NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/08/31/435128848/bucking-trend-ohio-doctor-opens-clinic-that-provides-abortion-services

16/16


https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/arts/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/
https://www.npr.org/programs/
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://twitter.com/NPR
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/contact
https://help.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179803822/people-at-npr
https://www.npr.org/press/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shop.npr.org/
https://www.nprpresents.org/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/177066727/visit-npr
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

