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RU-486 Eyed In
Abortion Debate

Holly Patterson's father Monty was still in shock when he buried his 18-year-old
daughter just days after he was called to a northern California emergency room.

"The doctor came in and basically explained to me that this was complication of
the pill," he says. "And I thought, well what kind of pill? The birth control pill?"

It turns out, as CBS News Correspondent Sandra Hughes reports, it was
RU-486, commonly called the abortion pill.

Holly Patterson never told her father or stepmother she'd taken RU-486. The
coroner says her death was caused by infection after a "drug-induced abortion."

The case has inflamed both sides in the abortion debate and turned Holly
Patterson's parents into crusaders against RU-486.

"What we're concerned about is the health and welfare of young women and
teenagers, our daughters," says Monty Patterson.

RU-486 is the first pill in a two-step procedure to terminate a pregnancy under
two months. It causes abortion and a day or so later, a second, different pill causes
contractions that are supposed to complete the process.
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Holly Patterson took RU-486 at a Planned Parenthood clinic and received the
second pill to take at home. Days later, she went to the emergency room with
bleeding and cramping and was given painkillers. She died a few days after that.
California health officials and the FDA are investigating.

Abortion opponents say this proves the drug regimen is dangerous, pointing out
the FDA said the second pill should also be taken under supervision at a clinic.

"The second drug in the RU-486 regimen actually causes the woman's cervix to
open, (and) at that point bacteria can enter in," says Wendy Wright, of the group
Concerned Women for America. "That can cause a serious infection."

But researchers who've studied both drugs say they've been used safely by
200,000 women in the U.S., and Planned Parenthood doesn't follow FDA
recommendations because so much more clinical evidence has now been collected.

"These evidence-based studies really show that these alternative approaches are
safe and effective," says Dr. Paul Blumenthal, of Johns Hopkins University.

Now anti-abortion legislators have introduced what they call "Holly's Law" to
suspend FDA approval pending investigation.

"(It) kills babies, and sometimes it kills their mother," says Rep. Roscoe Bartlett,
R-Md.

"There are anti-choice extremists in Washington, politicians whose goal is to make
all abortion illegal," says Gloria Feldt, the president of Planned Parenthood
Federation of America.

Holly Patterson's father and stepmother say this isn't about abortion rights pro or
con, but about drugs they consider deadly.

"We'll never see her grow up to be a beautiful woman and see her children," says
her stepmother Helen.

"We lost our future," says Monty Patterson.

© 2003 CBS. All rights reserved.
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