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By MICHAEL DATCHER
Staft Writer

—

~ OnMonday, little black boys and
girlsheldblack and white placards os
tall as they were, “JUSTICE FOR
THE WRONGFUL DEATH OF TA
TANISHA WESSON," the signs
read.

Ta Tanisha Wesson's parents,
extended family and friends path-
cred in front of the Family Planning
Associates abortion clinic to hold a

" press conference announcing their
wrongful death suit against the elinic
owner, Dr, Edward C, Allred,

Ta Tanisha Wesson's father, Lin
Wesson, said, My daughier went to
this abortion clinic and never came
home."

According 1o the Wesson's attor-
ney, William N, McMillan {11, on
January 26 of this year, Ta Tanisha
Wesson, 24, and a female friend,
Mickey Gaton, went to the Family
Planning Associatesclinic located at
601 So. Westmoreland near down-

Files Abortio

While Gaton sal in the waiting
areq, Ta Tanisha was given an abor-
ton. Complications arosc and sev-
cral hours later, Gaton saw an ambu-
lance outside the ¢linic and found out
the person was Ta Tanisha,

Although the clinic safl knew
Utat Gaton was with Ta Tanigha, she
was not informed of the very scrious
complications.

Gaton called Ta Tanisha's par-
ents, who rushed down 1o the clinic
but were nol given any information
by the stall,

“Everything was doncinsccrecy,”
Lin Wesson said.

Ta Tanigha Wesson never recov-
cred [rom a coma-like state, She
dicd in the hospital leaving David,
her 5-year-old son,

Family spokesperson Susan Car-
penter McMillan said, gesiwuring to
David who had a bascbali cap pulled
over his head, “All my words could
never speak as cloquently as the ex-
pression on this little boy's face who
will never see his mother again.”
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n-Related Wrongful Death Suit

Attorney McMillan spoke about
the details ofthe wrongful death suit,

“This death could have definitely
been avoided. Inour wrongful death
suit, we are ciaiming that Ta Tanisha
Wesson was given 100 much anes-
thesia, which caused her 10 vomil
and choke.

“We are claiming neglipence by
the clinic stafl who were not present
when she began vomiting and ulii-
maicly delayed 20-25 minutes be-
fore calling for emergency help,”
McMillan said.

The anorney also stated that sev-
eral abortion-relaied lawsuits have
been filed against Allred in the past.

Dr. Edward C. Allred has a trou-
bling approach to his abortion busi-
ness and cqually troubling attitudes
towards Aflrican Americans,

En an article published in the San
Diego Union newspaper in 1980, the
dactor expressed some of his views.

"Allred and his stafT work quickly.
Allred likes to spend no more than
five minutes on cach abortion,” the
article states.

The San Diego Union quotes
Allred, “We try to use the physician
for his technical skill and reduce the
one-lo-one relationship with the pa-
tient ... we usually sec the patient for
the first time on the operating table
and then not again. Morc contact is
just not efficient,”

In the same article Allred makes
the foilowing comment about Alri-
can Americans, “Whena sullen black
womanol'17 or 18 candecideto have
a baby and get wellfare and lood
stamps and become a burdentoaliof
us, it"s time 1o stop. Inpans of Seuth
Los Angeles having babics for wel-
fare is the only industry the people
have."

Spokesperson Susan Carpenter
MceMillan, whois white, said, "Since
whilc abortionist Allred has a history
of racist remarks and Ta Tanisha is
Alfrican American, we question if
her death was duc to outrageous
medical practice alone or il the fact
that she is black made the clinic even

less attentive to het condition.”

The Wessons want a full investi-
gation into the matter and hope 1o
have the clinic closed down.

An anguished Lin Wesson ap-
proached the microphone, clearly y-
ing 1o be sirong for his weeping wile,
Nicole, standing by his side. “Weare
here to seck justice. Justice for our
daughter Ta Tanisha Wesson. Jus-
tice is our weapon. We did not come
here with guns and knives like crimi-
nals. We have come armed with the
justice in our legal system. Justice is
our weapon,” he said.

For additional information call
Gina Becker (R18) 449.4874.
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