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TALLAHASSEE — State health officials say they aren't backing down from
their investigations of abortions at three Planned Parenthood clinics despite
instructions from the Agency for Health Care Administration that the
procedures in question could resume.

In a letter Wednesday, AHCA general counsel Stuart Williams wrote that the
agency still believes Planned Parenthood clinics in St. Petersburg, Fort Myers
and Naples performed second-trimester abortions for which they were not
licensed.

"Your client, Planned Parenthood, continues to misrepresent to the media
that AHCA has changed its position, and Planned Parenthood clinics in
Florida may now provide unauthorized second-trimester abortions. This is
false," the letter says.

It came just hours after a letter surfaced in news reports that Williams sent

Planned Parenthood&#8217;s Barbara Zdravecky originally called for an injunction against the AHCA.

Planned Parenthood&#8217;s Barbara Zdravecky originally called for an injunction agains
the AHCA.
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Tuesday. The earlier letter says the AHCA stands by a rule passed by the
agency in 2006 defining the first trimester of pregnancy as the first 14 weeks
after a pregnant woman's last menstrual period, or 12 weeks after fertilization.

A spokeswoman for the AHCA had no immediate comment about the
discrepancy between the letters.

On Aug. 5, the AHCA cited Planned Parenthood clinics for performing
abortions in the 13th week of pregnancy at locations licensed for first-
trimester abortions only. Planned Parenthood officials say that doctors
measure a pregnancy's length from the woman's last menstrual cycle, and so
an abortion performed in the 13th week falls within the state's regulations for
the first trimester of pregnancy.

The first letter said Planned Parenthood can resume abortions up to the 14th
week at the St. Petersburg, Fort Myers and Naples clinics, the three in the
state licensed for first-trimester abortions only. This prompted Planned
Parenthood to say it would stop pursuing an emergency injunction from a
judge.

"This concession by AHCA has removed the immediate necessity for an
injunction, and we will not pursue one at this time," Barbara Zdravecky, CEO
of Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, said in a written
statement.

With the arrival of the second letter, however, the next steps become murkier.
Planned Parenthood doesn't plan to continue seeking an injunction, but
attorneys haven't ruled out the possibility of legal action over the AHCA's
allegations of license violations in the future.

The AHCA asserts that Planned Parenthood self-reported illegal abortions at
the three clinics.

Planned Parenthood attorney Julie Gallagher contends that isn't true.

"We absolutely did not report any illegal procedures," she said in a written
statement. "AHCA has changed its position on what procedures are included
in the first trimester as evidenced by their own documents."
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Planned Parenthood clinics frequently report information about the abortions
they perform to the state, including the length of the pregnancy, and court
filings by the organization say the AHCA has never raised questions about
them.

The violations at the three clinics resulted from inspections Gov. Rick Scott
ordered last month of all 16 Planned Parenthood locations in Florida. Scott's
order came in response to viral videos that appear to show Planned
Parenthood employees discussing fetal organ donation, which is illegal in this
state and was not found at any of the clinics.

Contact Michael Auslen at mauslen@tampabay.com. Follow
@MichaelAuslen.

MICHAEL AUSLEN
Former Times/Miami Herald Tallahassee Bureau Writer
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Florida lawmakers considering abortion, bears and
nude beaches this week.
But one of the first bills expected to hit the governor’s desk is a measure that
will require girls under the age of 18 to get a parent’s permission before having
an abortion.
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Nikki Fried gas pump stickers spark dispute with
Florida House GOP
Fried is the only Democrat elected statewide, and stickers placed on pumps last
year included a picture of her. The House’s new budget proposal calls for the
stickers to be removed.
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PolitiFact Florida: Sen. Rick Scott’s Iowa ad misleads
about Joe Biden
The senator targets the Democratic presidential candidate.
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PolitiFact: Hitting the road to cover the Iowa caucuses
Takeaways from the first state to weigh in on the 2020 election.
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Assault weapons ban misses deadline for Florida’s
2020 ballot
It failed to get enough signatures. Organizers say they’re now focusing on the
2022 election.
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In Clearwater, a new campaign pitch: City Council
needs diversity
A varied field of candidates creates potential to change the council’s all-male,
all-white makeup.

Feb. 1 • Clearwater

Clarence Thomas sounds off in Orlando about new
documentary
The 71-year-old U.S. Supreme Court Justice said he participated in the
documentary to counter “libelous, slanderous propaganda” during a talk to a
crowd of his fervent admirers, including Gov. Ron...

Jan. 31 • The Buzz

Marco Rubio on impeachment: ‘Doing so would inflict
extraordinary... irreparable damage’
“I will not vote to remove the president because doing so would inflict
extraordinary and potentially irreparable damage to our already divided nation,”
Rubio said in a statement.
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Aramis Ayala yanked from case by second GOP
governor, this time DeSantis
The governor reassigned the case to Ocala-area State Attorney Brad King.
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Attention Florida: 2020 presidential voting has begun
“You could easily say the election has already begun,” said Tammy Jones, the
head of the Florida State Association of Supervisors of Elections.

Jan. 31 • The Buzz
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Florida health care agency to Planned Parenthood: We're still investigating abortions

https://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/stateroundup/florida-health-care-agency-to-planned-parenthood-abortions-werent-illegal/2241900/[2/3/2020 1:28:31 PM]
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