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Abstract

The efficacy of intramuscular (15 S) 15 methyl prostaglandin F 4 (15-Me-PGF ;) as an abortifacient was evaluated in
forty women between six and twelve weeks of gestation. 250 ug of 15-Me-PGF ,4 was given intramuscularly at two-
hour intervals to these patients. All the patients aborted within twenty-four hours and the abortion was complete in
82.5 percent of the cases. The injection-abortion interval was significantly lower in the twenty patients who had
intracervical laminaria insertion prior to treatment with 15-Me-PGF 54 than in the twenty women without laminaria
insertions. The frequency and type of side effects are discussed in both groups. The use of intramuscular 15-Me-PGF
2q IS also compared with suction curettage for first trimester abortion. This study demonstrates the availability of the

intramuscular route as a simple, safe, and reliable means of terminating first trimester pregnancies.
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