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Cases and Commentaries

The Joumal of Mass Media Ethics publishes case studies in which
scholars and media professionals culline how they would solve a par-
ticular ethical dilemma. Some cases are purely hypothetical, but most
are from actual experience in the industry.

All cases and commentaries are designed to enhance the decision-
making skills and moral development of studenis and professionals in
the mass media. They provide the reader an opportunity to evaluate his
or her reasoning process and to debate the difference between good and
bad reasons in moral choice. Thay also show that reasonable peaple may
arrive at quite different solutions to moral problems.

The case of the Norfolk Abortion Clinic reporis a real situation that
faced editors at the Norfolk papers. it was written by Cases and Com-
mentaries Editor Lou Hodges, professor of journalism at Washington and
Lee University.

The Norfolk Abortion Clinic

The doctors were telling women they were pregnant when they
were not. Some women who were not pregnant were even receiving
“abortions.” Ellen Whitford, reporter for Virginian-Pilot and The
Ledger-Star, in Norfolk, VA, decided to investigate the American
Women's Clinic.

Early probing showed that neither the clinic owner, Chris Simopou-
los, MD, nor his colleague, Parviz Modaber, MD, had hospital privi-
leges in the area. Evidence also showed that some women had been
treated in local hospitals for infections caused by incomplete abortions
performed at the clinic.

Reporters made repeated calls to authorities over a period of 6
weeks and concluded that no immediate official investigation was
planned. The editors decided to conduct their own investigation.

Sixteen women, staff members, and representatives from the local
chapter of the National Organization for Women (NOW), went to the
clinic for a free pregnancy test. Fourteen were falsely told were
pregnant, including one woman who had been surgically sterilized 2
years earlier and one who substituted a man’s urine sample for her
OWn
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