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The doors at the Trust Women clinic in Oklahoma City were locked on Tuesday, when
the young woman arrived for her appointment. Over the phone, a clinic worker told
her the news — the facility had to shut down because of an order from Gov. Kevin Stitt

banning most abortions.

"And immediately I just, like, broke down," she said. "I just lost my job because of the
coronavirus. I already have a 10-month-old daughter. I don't know what I'm gonna do,

you know?"

"M" asked us not use her full name because she's concerned about how her family
would react to her seeking an abortion. She's 30, with two kids. She said she lost her

job in the retail industry a couple of weeks ago after business suddenly vanished.

"M" said she was able to get an appointment for the next day at a clinic in Wichita,
Kan. She doesn't have a reliable car, so a friend drove her there — a two-and-a-half-

hour trip each way.
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"There were so many people there from so many different states, and I only think

about how many couldn't make it," she said.

Republican officials in several states are trying to ban abortion during the coronavirus
crisis. They say the procedure should be suspended during the pandemic, except for
emergencies, to help preserve medical supplies like surgical masks and hospital

gowns.

Federal courts have blocked such orders in Ohio and Alabama. Officials in Iowa agreed
to allow doctors to determine when an abortion is needed. A federal court briefly
blocked a ban in Texas, before that decision was overturned on appeal. Litigation is

ongoing.

Reproductive rights groups say hundreds of patients have been turned away in Texas,

and in Oklahoma.

Becca Walker, a counselor at Southwestern Women's Surgery Center in Dallas, said
many patients "panic" when they hear the news that their procedures are being
cancelled. She said some patients are particularly afraid of being pregnant during a

pandemic.

"Sometimes you're just guiding them through breathing on the phone because it's such
a moment of panic and crisis for them," Walker said. "And then you just have to give

them the referral, and the next referral is not good news."

Walker has been referring patients to clinics in New Mexico or Kansas, if they can

make the trip.

Abortion rights opponents argue the bans are necessary and appropriate during a

pandemic.

"We are setting aside all kinds of what would otherwise be considered essential
healthcare — I would say more essential healthcare than abortion, certainly — cancer
screenings," said Dr. Christina Francis, an OB/GYN in Indiana and board chair at the

American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians & Gynecologists.
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"Abortion is not essential healthcare; it doesn't treat a disease process," Francis said.
"It's a social solution, and there are other solutions that we can provide to women who

find themselves in very scary and uncertain circumstances right now."

Many doctors say denying an abortion can put patients at risk. The American Medical
Association released a statement accusing some elected officials of "exploiting this

moment," and saying the decision should be left to patients and doctors.

A physician with the Dallas clinic told NPR that some patients who've been turned

away there have threatened to harm themselves.

Dr. Bhavik Kumar, who provides abortion services at a Planned Parenthood clinic in
Houston, said in the midst of a pandemic, many patients seeking abortions feel

desperate enough to consider dangerous home remedies.

"The scary part is a lot of my patients are asking us what they can do themselves, how
they can use things at home, different herbs or vitamins or objects to help them not be

pregnant,” Kumar said. "They are scared."

Legal challenges are ongoing in several states where officials have tried to prohibit
abortion during the coronavirus pandemic. A hearing on Oklahoma's ban is scheduled
for Friday afternoon in federal court in Oklahoma City, and the issue could make its

way to the U.S. Supreme Court.

coronavirus pandemic medical supplies abortion rights oklahoma city abortion

Sign Up For The New Normal Newsletter

Daily news on the coronavirus crisis and help getting through whatever comes next.
We’'re in this together.

What's your email?

SUBSCRIBE

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans 3/13


https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-statements/ama-statement-government-interference-reproductive-health-care
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/31/824741669/pandemic-opens-a-new-front-in-the-battle-over-abortion-access
https://www.npr.org/tags/820414459/coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.npr.org/tags/602165293/medical-supplies
https://www.npr.org/tags/138890685/abortion-rights
https://www.npr.org/tags/127842356/oklahoma-city
https://www.npr.org/tags/125936762/abortion

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR
By subscribing, you agree to NPR's terms of use and privacy policy. NPR may share your name and email

address with your NPR station. See Details. This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy
Policy and Terms of Service apply.

More Stories From NPR

NATIONAL
Many Who Need Testing For COVID-19 Fail To Get Access

AT A ..
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans



https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#disclosure
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826044608/many-who-need-testing-for-covid-19-fail-to-get-access
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826044608/many-who-need-testing-for-covid-19-fail-to-get-access
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826129520/a-must-for-millions-zoom-has-a-dark-side-and-an-fbi-warning

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR

TECHNOLOGY
A Must For Millions, Zoom Has A Dark Side — And An FBI Warning

NATIONAL
Seattle-Area Nursing Home Linked to Dozens Of Coronavirus Deaths Faces $600,000

Fine

[

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans



https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826129520/a-must-for-millions-zoom-has-a-dark-side-and-an-fbi-warning
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826129520/a-must-for-millions-zoom-has-a-dark-side-and-an-fbi-warning
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/02/826360394/seattle-area-nursing-home-linked-to-dozens-of-coronavirus-deaths-faces-600-000-f
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/02/826360394/seattle-area-nursing-home-linked-to-dozens-of-coronavirus-deaths-faces-600-000-f
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/824004353/after-fleeing-crisis-venezuelan-migrants-now-struggle-in-coronavirus-lockdown

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR
[ = -

| -._ # | '.I I % .l *‘t o=, --.—"-.
LATIN AMERICA
After Fleeing Crisis, Venezuelan Migrants Now Struggle In Coronavirus Lockdown

S 1ake Tidal Vorluene P et a
cdditicnal
12 650 e

(0

HEALTH
Ventilator Shortages Loom As States Ponder Rules For Rationing

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans



https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/824004353/after-fleeing-crisis-venezuelan-migrants-now-struggle-in-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.npr.org/sections/latin-america/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/824004353/after-fleeing-crisis-venezuelan-migrants-now-struggle-in-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/03/826082727/ventilator-shortages-loom-as-states-ponder-rules-for-rationing
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/03/826082727/ventilator-shortages-loom-as-states-ponder-rules-for-rationing
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826254936/the-coronavirus-small-business-loan-program-what-you-need-to-know

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR

BUSINESS
The Coronavirus Small Business Loan Program: What You Need To Know

Popular on NPR.org
- = A\

HEALTH
Think You've Got COVID-19? Here's What Doctors Say About When To Seek Help

)

-

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans 7113



https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826254936/the-coronavirus-small-business-loan-program-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.npr.org/sections/business/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/826254936/the-coronavirus-small-business-loan-program-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/02/825491635/think-youve-got-covid-19-here-s-what-doctors-say-about-when-to-seek-help
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/02/825491635/think-youve-got-covid-19-here-s-what-doctors-say-about-when-to-seek-help
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/01/825051317/dont-nag-your-husband-during-lock-down-malaysias-government-advises-women

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR

ASIA
Don't Nag Your Husband During Lockdown, Malaysia’'s Government Advises Women

4,500
4,000 High: 4,140
3,500
3,000 .
Peak deaths: April 16
Estimate: 2,607
2,500
2,000
1,500 Low: 1,2
1,000
500
0
March 1 April May June July August

GLOBAL HEALTH
5 Key Facts Not Explained In White House COVID-19 Projections

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans 8/13


https://www.npr.org/2020/04/01/825051317/dont-nag-your-husband-during-lock-down-malaysias-government-advises-women
https://www.npr.org/sections/asia/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/01/825051317/dont-nag-your-husband-during-lock-down-malaysias-government-advises-women
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/01/824744490/5-key-facts-the-white-house-isnt-saying-about-their-covid-19-projections
https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/01/824744490/5-key-facts-the-white-house-isnt-saying-about-their-covid-19-projections
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/825200206/doctors-say-hospitals-are-stopping-them-from-wearing-masks

4
L rmma


https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/825200206/doctors-say-hospitals-are-stopping-them-from-wearing-masks
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/825200206/doctors-say-hospitals-are-stopping-them-from-wearing-masks
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/02/825897966/train-engineer-says-he-crashed-in-attempt-to-attack-navy-hospital-ship-in-l-a
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/02/825897966/train-engineer-says-he-crashed-in-attempt-to-attack-navy-hospital-ship-in-l-a
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/01/825205607/coast-guard-tells-cruise-ships-with-covid-19-cases-to-stay-away-from-u-s-ports

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR

NTIO
Coast Guard Tells Cruise Ships With COVID-19 Cases To Stay Away From U.S. Ports

NPR Editors’' Picks

INVESTIGATIONS
Companies Tied To W.Va. Governor To Pay $5 Million In Mining Violations

® =
FIra - | b et

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans 10/13


https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/01/825205607/coast-guard-tells-cruise-ships-with-covid-19-cases-to-stay-away-from-u-s-ports
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/01/825205607/coast-guard-tells-cruise-ships-with-covid-19-cases-to-stay-away-from-u-s-ports
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/825950397/companies-tied-to-w-va-governor-to-pay-5-million-in-mining-violations
https://www.npr.org/sections/investigations/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/825950397/companies-tied-to-w-va-governor-to-pay-5-million-in-mining-violations
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2020/04/03/821397097/rattlesnake-roundup-a-texas-community-tradition

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR

THE PICTURE SHOW
Rattlesnake Roundup: A Texas Community Tradition

NATIONAL
Encore: Remembering Her Grandmother, A Best Friend And Mentor

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans



https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2020/04/03/821397097/rattlesnake-roundup-a-texas-community-tradition
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2020/04/03/821397097/rattlesnake-roundup-a-texas-community-tradition
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/825890765/encore-remembering-her-grandmother-a-best-friend-and-mentor
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/03/825890765/encore-remembering-her-grandmother-a-best-friend-and-mentor
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/820104179/want-to-see-what-your-citys-pandemic-plan-says-good-luck

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR
IR 1 ——

INVESTIGATIONS
Want To See What Your City's Pandemic Plan Says? Good Luck.

-
>l
- A
. -
o -

- AR W
-

s RSN
e ¥ B

el R

s s >
- e

el g
-

2

T e SRS T U

B e o e

I R o

LR T LS

T e ST S W S
TLlSe AR Ry I .

SR T S S e o o W &
il AT T e

PP I e e . e

Rahaag o e
R e——
——

LERR LY SO ST

MOVIE REVIEWS
A Young Cult Member Turns Against Her Flock In 'The Other Lamb’

-i=lil

-
T TILL]

~ b -
. - - 'I. b
- & i
= U |

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans



https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/820104179/want-to-see-what-your-citys-pandemic-plan-says-good-luck
https://www.npr.org/sections/investigations/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/820104179/want-to-see-what-your-citys-pandemic-plan-says-good-luck
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/824611963/a-young-cult-member-turns-against-her-flock-in-the-other-lamb
https://www.npr.org/sections/movie-reviews/
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/824611963/a-young-cult-member-turns-against-her-flock-in-the-other-lamb
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826306646/answering-your-coronavirus-questions-testing-unemployment-and-home-schooling

4/3/2020 In some states, patients are being turned away for abortions. : NPR

THE NATIONAL CONVERSATION WITH ALL THINGS CONSIDERED
Answering Your Coronavirus Questions: Testing, Unemployment And Home Schooling

The Coronavirus Crisis

READ & LISTEN CONNECT
Home Newsletters
News Facebook
Arts & Life Twitter
Music Instagram
Podcasts Contact
Programs Help

ABOUT NPR GET INVOLVED
Overview Support Public Radio
Finances Sponsor NPR
People NPR Careers
Press NPR Shop
Public Editor NPR Events
Corrections Visit NPR

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices
text only

© 2020 npr

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826369859/in-texas-oklahoma-women-turned-away-because-of-coronavirus-abortion-bans 13/13


https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826306646/answering-your-coronavirus-questions-testing-unemployment-and-home-schooling
https://www.npr.org/series/821003492/the-national-conversation-with-all-things-considered
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/02/826306646/answering-your-coronavirus-questions-testing-unemployment-and-home-schooling
https://www.npr.org/series/812054919/the-coronavirus-crisis
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/arts/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/
https://www.npr.org/programs/
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://twitter.com/NPR
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/contact
https://help.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179803822/people-at-npr
https://www.npr.org/press/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shop.npr.org/
https://www.nprpresents.org/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/177066727/visit-npr
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

