4/1/2020 Judge temporarily blocks Alabama’s ban on abortions during coronavirus outbreak

= Q

NEWS

Judge temporarily blocks Alabama’s ban on abortions during coronavirus
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Federal Judge Myron Thompson granted the request to keep clinics open in Alabama. (Source: WSFA 12 News)

March 31, 2020 at 5:46 PM CDT - Updated March 31 at 8:10 PM

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (WSFA) - A federal judge has temporarily blocked an effort that would have banned
abortions in Alabama amid the coronavirus outbreak.

The American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit Monday challenging Alabama’s temporary state health order,
which requires dental, medical and surgical procedures to be postponed during the pandemic.
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The ACLU argued the state was “using the guise of the COVID-19 crisis” to prevent people from having an
abortion.

The health order, issued Friday and in effect until April 17 at 5 p.m., included exceptions for treatment of an
“emergency medical condition” or to “avoid serious harm from an underlying condition.”

Federal Judge Myron Thompson granted the request to keep clinics open in Alabama. The temporary
restraining order will be in effect until April 13.

“Because Alabama law imposes time limits on when women can obtain abortions, the March 27 order is likely to
fully prevent some women from exercising their right to obtain an abortion,” Thompson wrote.

The lawsuit was filed Monday on behalf of Dr. Yashica Robinson and three independent abortion clinics: the
Alabama Women’s Center, Reproductive Health Services and West Alabama Women’s Center.

“This is critical victory and ensures government response to the pandemic is grounded in public health, not
politics. We will continue to fight until the state’s attacks on abortion are blocked once and for all,” said Alexa
Kolbi-Molinas, senior staff attorney at the ACLU Reproductive Freedom Project.

Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall released a statement Monday, before Thompson granted the
temporary restraining order, saying the state’s health order applies to all healthcare facilities, and it would be
“enforced uniformly against all violators.”

“At a time when all Americans are making significant sacrifices to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus, it
is remarkable that one class of providers demands to be treated differently than all others," Marshall said.
“Abortion clinics want an exemption, yet they are by no means exempt from the known risks of spreading the
virus in crowded waiting rooms, depleting scarce personal protective equipment that should be reserved for
those treating the virus, and transferring patients with complications to already overburdened hospitals."

Copyright 2020 WSFA 12 News. All rights reserved.

TOP ARTICLES WAFF 48

IINIF ATAINNN . A . . x DM M3 M_p__2
https://www.waff.com/2020/04/01/judge-temporarily-blocks-alabamas-ban-abortions-during-coronavirus-outbreak/ 2/7


javascript:void(0)

4/1/2020 Judge temporarily blocks Alabama’s ban on abortions during coronavirus outbreak
LIVE Al NUUN: IVIiduISuIl GUUIILY 1eduers upudie 1atest vl

COVID-19 on Wednesday READ MORE >>

Sponsored Stories

Why Do Homeowners Invest In Bfore you renew Amazon Prime,  Surgeon: “Doing This Every How To Properly Empty Your

Gutter Protection? Here is The read this Morning Can Snap Back Sagging  Bowels Every Morning - Top
Truth Wikibuy Skin (No Creams... Surgeon Explains How
leaffilterguards.com Beverly Hills MD gutcleanseprotocol.com

\ / ant
[Gallery] The Most Paused Mowe 8 SUVs So Coul Its hard To Have student loans? We have New Study Reveals Questionable
Scenes Viewers Just Had To See Believe They Cost Under S25K. some good news Link Between Vitamins and Heart
More Than Once Search For Top... NerdWallet Health
Collider Yahoo! Search AARP

Recommended For You

Search to resume Thursday for car washed away at Buck’s Pocket Trump picks Ratcliffe to be top intelligence official again
State Park
Sponsored Content We Recommend

https://www.waff.com/2020/04/01/judge-temporarily-blocks-alabamas-ban-abortions-during-coronavirus-outbreak/ 3/7


javascript:void(0)
http://www.mnbasd77.com/aff_c?offer_id=2024&aff_id=2600&url_id=6346&source=Brian&aff_sub=CampaignName&aff_sub2=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&aff_sub3=004744b19ea5d25df0fa7b52d5aa6e692d_Why+Do+Homeowners+Invest+In+Gutter+Protection%3F+Here+is+The+Truth&aff_sub4=0077445c6155b2430d42002d9c954627b3&source=Brian&aff_sub=VK_LF_Desk-BestQuality3&aff_sub2=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&aff_sub3=004744b19ea5d25df0fa7b52d5aa6e692d_Why+Do+Homeowners+Invest+In+Gutter+Protection%3F+Here+is+The+Truth&aff_sub4=0077445c6155b2430d42002d9c954627b3&aff_sub5=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://wikibuy.com/blog/is-amazon-actually-giving-you-the-best-price-779e00e8958e?utm_source=Newton&utm_campaign=005a89b11378e2172ed6bc3e524a4fa3b1&utm_term=008d0bf91c73bd3f92c8c10555e1cb0019&obOrigUrl=true
http://beverlyhillsmd.com/cmd.php?ad=924900&obOrigUrl=true
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=956667&obOrigUrl=true
https://collider.com/galleries/the-most-pause-worthy-movie-moments/?utm_source=ouins&utm_campaign=0026889612a726edc4697b5b7d715c4e39&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$_$section_id$&utm_request=$req_id$&utm_content=newnext&utm_medium=Da_OS_CO_US_D_chrEdg_PausedMovieCO_v3_2503&obOrigUrl=true
https://ou-gz-suv.gunuj.com/rd?hspart=yahoo&hsimp=yhs-is05a&evtolg=d_serp_imp&p=Top%20Luxury%20Crossover%20SUVs%202019&gt0=14&ggb=1&gjl=t2l&type=gnz_obr_00_00_--tc-122093-spid-1-dmid-14-pid-$publisher_id$-sid-$section_id$--&a=gnz_obr_00_00_--tc-122093-spid-1-dmid-14-pid-$publisher_id$-sid-$section_id$--&g57=122093&gu8=9521&g1d=5800&gks=PEPPER&g8i=0.294&aid=00e411b904bb0f2fbfe62a6548def103c1&ghj=2&gr3=$section_name$&site=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&network=outbrain&gkf=$publisher_name$&glb=00f43107eb3a318e6ea3b9e06bf6392f47&g2z=$uuid$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&oiu=$section_id$&rty=$publisher_id$&zb6=006858717a8226fdb4fe47f9a0503afc02&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nerdwallet.com/ur/?utm_content=749b66&nw_campaign_id=152910431687743300&utm_medium=ntv&utm_source=ob&utm_campaign=ed_mktg_paid_062518_int_d_ob&utm_term=$publisher_id$&mktg_place=$section_id$&outbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.aarp.org/health/drugs-supplements/info-2018/multivitamins-supplements-cardiovascular-heart-health.html?cmp=SL-DSO-OUTBRAIN-DESK-HEALTH-DRUGSUPPLEMENTS-CPC_New+Study+Reveals+Questionable+Link+Between+Vitamins+and+Heart+Health_00fff667b3bf61f626a10531d251f312dd_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.waff.com/2020/02/05/rescue-crews-searching-submerged-car-bucks-pocket-state-park/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.waff.com/2020/02/28/trump-picks-ratcliffe-be-top-intelligence-official-again/?obOrigUrl=true

4/1/2020

https://www.waff.com/2020/04/01/judge-temporarily-blocks-alabamas-ban-abortions-during-coronavirus-outbreak/

[Photos] Remember Sarah From 'JAG'? This is Her Job Now
The Primary Market

Randy Jackson Credits "New Body" to 1 Simple Change
yourhealthygut.com

How to shop on Amazon without paying Amazon prices
Wikibuy

How to buy Apple devices without paying Apple prices
Wikibuy

10+ Smart Facts About The Big Bang Theory nirect xpose

RECENT CONTENT

Judge temporarily blocks Alabama’s ban on abortions during coronavirus outbreak

Girl, 7, gives homeless woman money, gets mauled by her
dog in N.Y.

Local school and business updates concerning the
Coronavirus

Wellness tips for working at home during coronavirus
spread

Huntsville nurse practitioner raising money to feed health
care workers, patronize local restaurants

Expecting mothers fear giving birth alone as hospital
policy’s change

|
4

417


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvZlYHWoF90f2R6I7wQ-lyIHpx8FEonac6LZ6YGW7hwuGYJ5mP6kD9RVaePML36wCPtq6xqhhGdgXFrKk0FL-Lw6TNlqretzYXlwhtfKfJPPimH1J5cIn_j8zDaAwWViEkbtHCaM-wuNOg2lON3i7JQ1gUHge8LIEPK3waV6jkj91I9-GCtuxiMqwn0uakv9DTn9Hxloahk5aDXuHXG72-XHfqZ5PGcWfDYGpaZLaYi85Kq5pMU5FBGGOvrB6WONLiVCPO0BaY6H-SFWg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM_bTc3lTRMD&adurl=https://www.ibew558.org/%3Futm_source%3DWAFF48&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.waff.com/weather
https://www.waff.com/weather
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsukHb113UwweKiY-0TudwZsmLX14JFqgpfhpi51mIRzpNSMbemY6DRNelJFN0EvXFABfdQs4lmp-F8qsiBepgV7mx06ErSX7UBfRRaEDPtjv0Iv5owbFSkNuucG-roiw-CD6RWbtXgzVopK2O59kHBlwNSw_cxIhcOzUlghdv-r7TWkavKjNArMlYefHXNVX4NSymL8krqyulIaiPRwWDhVEH3JUe5blQJZEnrrCiKVjdGvV2SzJES62VLQtjIUPovwGsDIIg9v&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIcTA0DWy62K&adurl=http://www.majacksonco.com/%3Futm_source%3DWAFF48&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.waff.com/2020/04/01/experts-warn-coronavirus-could-kill-up-americans/
http://www.theprimarymarket.com/view/what-does-the-cast-of-jag-does-nowadays/?src=outbrain&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_campaign=004d9988df501cb5060eac9dfcfa899968&utm_key=180&utm_content=004edb7e345ade11060ea263cc6df2f85b&utm_term=TPM_D_US_what-does-the-cast-of-jag-does-nowadays_or_w_253810&obOrigUrl=true
https://yourhealthygut.com/cmd.php?ad=963720&obOrigUrl=true
https://wikibuy.com/blog/how-to-beat-amazon-prime-prices-716a2ee071c8?utm_source=Newton&utm_campaign=00fa412b4bd7907d8dcb741f1ba72c6cf3&utm_term=0071d000e677b670880a76ecacbc47a971&obOrigUrl=true
https://wikibuy.com/blog/heres-the-best-way-to-buy-apple-bb5e702bc788?utm_source=Newton&utm_campaign=00fa412b4bd7907d8dcb741f1ba72c6cf3&utm_term=008a22bc33f5805be0aa071332f068d5b5&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.directexpose.com/big-bang-theory-cast/?utm_source=ouins&utm_campaign=008088026686be0b1945f894e88de9f9f8&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$_$section_id$&utm_request=$req_id$&utm_content=newnext&utm_medium=Az_OS_DE_US_D_chrEdg_BigBang_v2_2503&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.waff.com/2020/02/28/girl-gives-homeless-woman-money-gets-mauled-by-her-dog-ny/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.waff.com/2020/03/12/local-school-business-updates-concerning-coronavirus/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.waff.com/2020/03/17/wellness-tips-working-home-during-coronavirus-spread/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.waff.com/2020/04/01/huntsville-nurse-practitioner-raising-money-feed-health-care-workers-patronize-local-restaurants/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.waff.com/2020/04/01/expecting-mothers-fear-giving-birth-alone-hospital-policys-change/?obOrigUrl=true

4/1/2020 Judge temporarily blocks Alabama’s ban on abortions during coronavirus outbreak

® New York deaths double in 3 days, with worst to come

Even as the virus has slowed its growth in overwhelmed Italy and in China, where it first emerged, hospitals in Spain and France are reaching their breaking
points and the U.S. and Britain are bracing for incoming waves of desperately ill people.

By NICOLE WINFIELD and ANGELA CHARLTON

® April 1, rent’s due: Many struggle to pay in virus outbreak

Many renters are without jobs - nearly 3.3 million people in the U.S. filed for unemployment the week of March 16, about five times the previous high in
1982.

By JEFFREY COLLINS
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® Home Depot, Costco adjust hours, limit number of customers amid
coronavirus outbreak
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® Stocks skid worldwide as coronavirus infections keep soaring
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