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Most women face multiple obstacles when seeking abortion care. Nearly 87% of the nation's counties do
not have an abortion provider, and this shortage is aggravated by factors such as inadequate or
unavailable abortion training for women's health professionals, state abortion provider restrictions,
segregation of abortion services from women's healthcare, and the worsening of anti-abortion
harassment and violence.[3] A shortage of abortion providers creates additional barriers to abortion care,
with related negative health consequences. Almost half of women having later abortions (which have
higher complication rates) report problems finding or getting to a provider, resulting in a delayed
abortion.[29,30]

Beginning in the 1990s, abortion training programs propagated nationally throughout the health
professions in recognition of the aging population of current abortion providers and the lack of trained
health professionals to replace them. [31,32,33,34,35,36] Professional organizations representing
nurses, physicians, physician assistants, and public health professionals have called for efforts to
expand the pool of clinicians who perform abortions to include family practice physicians, nurse
practitioners (NPs), physician assistants (PAs), and certified nurse-midwives (CNMs)
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