
4/25/2020 Mifepristone-Misoprostol Medical Abortion Mortality

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/529318 1/8

News & Perspective
Drugs & Diseases
CME & Education
Academy
Video

Specialty: Multispecialty
Allergy & Immunology
Anesthesiology
Business of Medicine
Cardiology
Critical Care
Dermatology
Diabetes & Endocrinology
Emergency Medicine
Family Medicine
Gastroenterology
General Surgery
Hematology - Oncology
HIV/AIDS
Hospital Medicine
Infectious Diseases
Internal Medicine
Multispecialty
Nephrology
Neurology
Ob/Gyn & Women's Health
Oncology
Ophthalmology
Orthopedics
Pathology & Lab Medicine
Pediatrics
Plastic Surgery
Psychiatry
Public Health
Pulmonary Medicine
Radiology
Rheumatology
Transplantation
Urology
Medical Students
Nurses
Pharmacists
Residents
Today on Medscape
Edition: ENGLISH
DEUTSCH
ESPAÑOL
FRANÇAIS
PORTUGUÊS
Log In
Sign Up It's Free!
Edition: ENGLISH DEUTSCH ESPAÑOL FRANÇAIS PORTUGUÊS
Register Log In

TablesAuthors and Disclosures

Mitchell Creinin, MD, Professor of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences; Director,
Division of Gynecologic Specialties, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine; Professor of
Epidemiology, University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania; Paul Blumenthal, MD, MPH, Professor of Gynecology and Obstetrics, Johns
Hopkins University; Director, Women's Health Research and Programs, Johns Hopkins
Bayview Medical Center, Baltimore, Maryland; Lee Shulman, MD, Professor of Gynecology and
Obstetrics, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University,
Chicago, Illinois

Disclosures: Mitchell Creinin, MD, has disclosed that he receives compensation from Danco
Laboratories, LLC, for providing third-party telephone consults to clinicians who call for expert
advice on mifepristone. Paul Blumenthal, MD, MPH, has disclosed no relevant financial
relationships. Lee Shulman, MD, has disclosed no relevant financial relationships.

Email This

Your Name:

Your Email:

Send me a copy

Recipient's Email:

Limit to one email

Subject:

Optional Message

Send

Limit 200 characters

References

https://www.medscape.com/
https://reference.medscape.com/
https://www.medscape.org/
https://www.medscape.com/academy/business
https://www.medscape.com/video
https://www.medscape.com/allergy-immunology
https://www.medscape.com/anesthesiology
https://www.medscape.com/businessmedicine
https://www.medscape.com/cardiology
https://www.medscape.com/criticalcare
https://www.medscape.com/dermatology
https://www.medscape.com/diabetes-endocrinology
https://www.medscape.com/emergencymedicine
https://www.medscape.com/familymedicine
https://www.medscape.com/gastroenterology
https://www.medscape.com/generalsurgery
https://www.medscape.com/oncology
https://www.medscape.com/hiv
https://www.medscape.com/hospitalmedicine
https://www.medscape.com/infectiousdiseases
https://www.medscape.com/internalmedicine
https://www.medscape.com/multispecialty
https://www.medscape.com/nephrology
https://www.medscape.com/neurology
https://www.medscape.com/womenshealth
https://www.medscape.com/oncology
https://www.medscape.com/ophthalmology
https://www.medscape.com/orthopedics
https://www.medscape.com/pathology
https://www.medscape.com/pediatrics
https://www.medscape.com/plastic-surgery
https://www.medscape.com/psychiatry
https://www.medscape.com/publichealth
https://www.medscape.com/pulmonarymedicine
https://www.medscape.com/radiology
https://www.medscape.com/rheumatology
https://www.medscape.com/transplantation
https://www.medscape.com/urology
https://www.medscape.com/medicalstudents
https://www.medscape.com/nurses
https://www.medscape.com/pharmacists
https://www.medscape.com/resource/public/residents
https://www.medscape.com/today
http://deutsch.medscape.com/
http://espanol.medscape.com/
http://francais.medscape.com/
http://portugues.medscape.com/
https://login.medscape.com/login/sso/getlogin?ac=401
https://profreg.medscape.com/px/registration.do?lang=en
https://www.medscape.com/
http://deutsch.medscape.com/
http://espanol.medscape.com/
http://francais.medscape.com/
http://portugues.medscape.com/
https://profreg.medscape.com/px/registration.do?lang=en&urlCache=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWVkc2NhcGUuY29tL3ZpZXdhcnRpY2xlLzUyOTMxOA==
https://login.medscape.com/login/sso/getlogin?ac=401&urlCache=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWVkc2NhcGUuY29tL3ZpZXdhcnRpY2xlLzUyOTMxOA==


4/25/2020 Mifepristone-Misoprostol Medical Abortion Mortality

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/529318 2/8



4/25/2020 Mifepristone-Misoprostol Medical Abortion Mortality

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/529318 3/8

javascript:searchView();


4/25/2020 Mifepristone-Misoprostol Medical Abortion Mortality

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/529318 4/8

Search   
No Results

Search  
No Results

Saturday, April 25, 2020
News & Perspective Drugs & Diseases CME & Education Academy Video

Medical abortion is a non-surgical option for women who elect to terminate a pregnancy. In September
2000, the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved a medical abortion regimen for
women up to 49 days gestation consisting of 600 mg mifepristone (a progesterone antagonist) followed
36 to 48 hours later by 400 mg oral misoprostol (a prostaglandin analogue). Women return to the office 2
days after taking the mifepristone to be evaluated and to receive the misoprostol tablets; follow-up
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occurs in approximately 2 weeks. However, a number of alternative evidence-based regimens have
become common in clinical practice in the United States and around the world. Such "off-label" use of
medications frequently becomes the local "standard of care" when there is sufficient evidence that the
off-label use is effective and has benefit for the patient. With regard to medical abortion, rigorous
research and evaluation in clinical trials of these alternative regimens indicate they offer clinical benefit
to patients.[1] In the United States, the most common deviations from the FDA-approved regimen are the
following:

Use of mifepristone 200 mg;
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