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 Emergency lawsuit filed against Oklahoma following state orders to stop abortion care during the pandemic

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK — Today, the Center for Reproductive Rights, Planned Parenthood Federation of America

and Dechert LLP challenged an Oklahoma order effectively banning abortion care in the state. The March 24 

, issued by Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,

requires all “elective” medical and surgical procedures be postponed. In a press release issued March 27,

Governor Stitt singled out abortion care, claiming the order prohibited all abortions in the state.

“A global pandemic is not an excuse to attack essential, time-sensitive medical procedures like abortion,”

said Alexis McGill Johnson, acting president and CEO, Planned Parenthood Federation of America. “Yet that’s

exactly what anti-abortion politicians and activists are trying to do, instead of working together to ensure

everyone has access to health care. These political distractions cost valuable time and resources that our state

and federal officials cannot afford to waste. Abortion is essential and patients who need care cannot wait. This

is what it’s come down to: court battles just so doctors and nurses can care for patients during a public health

crisis. Anti-abortion politicians have gone too far.”

“Abortion is an essential and time-sensitive medical procedure — and it must remain accessible, no matter

what,” said Brandon Hill, PhD, president and CEO of Comprehensive Health of Planned Parenthood Great
Plains. “In a time when officials should focus on science and data to stem the tide of a public health crisis, it is

unconscionable to take any action that would delay or deny access to safe, legal abortion. Emergency orders

during a pandemic should advance the health and safety of Oklahomans, not try to score political points by

using a national crisis to deny critical health care.”

“Oklahoma’s abuse of emergency powers to ban abortion care is dangerous and unconstitutional,” said Nancy
Northup, President and CEO of the Center for Reproductive Rights. “Oklahoma has tried year after year to limit

access to abortion and the Governor’s order is a cynical attempt to use the current crisis to push an ideological

agenda. We have filed suit to protect access to essential, time-sensitive health care that profoundly impacts

women’s lives, health and wellbeing.”

“The state claims this order is meant to protect health care professionals and stop the spread of the virus, but

forcing women to travel out of state for abortion care is completely contrary to that goal,” said Julie Burkhart,
Founder and CEO of Trust Women. “Like many of us, our patients are taking care of kids while schools are

closed, and some have lost their jobs. Having to tell them that we can’t help them, that the state has tied our

hands, is heart-wrenching.”

order (https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1919.pdf)
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Just last week, Planned Parenthood and the Center for Reproductive Rights, along with the Lawyering Project,

 after Attorney General Ken Paxton announced his office would similarly target 
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abortion providers under  prohibiting unnecessary surgeries and procedures.

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and other leading medical groups released 

 earlier this month denouncing attempts to ban abortion in light of COVID-19 and stating

that “abortion is an essential component of comprehensive health care,” and that any delay could “profoundly

impact a person’s life, health, and well-being.”

The lawsuit filed today argues that Oklahoma’s order effectively bans abortion in Oklahoma, violating Roe v.

Wade and nearly 50 years of Supreme Court precedent protecting a woman’s right to liberty and autonomy

under the Fourteenth Amendment. The lawsuit also argues that forcing women to travel out of state for

abortion care, or to carry an unwanted pregnancy to term and give birth, will increase the risk of spreading

COVID-19 and undermine the state’s asserted goal of preserving medical resources.

This lawsuit was filed by T.J. Tu with the Center for Reproductive Rights, along with Planned Parenthood

Federation of America, pro-bono counsel Dechert LLP, and local counsel Blake Patton of Walding & Patton

PLLC. Plaintiffs in the case are Trust Women—an abortion provider with clinics in Oklahoma and Kansas—Dr.

Larry Burns, and Comprehensive Health of Planned Parenthood of the Great Plains.

The full complaint is available  . 

###

Planned Parenthood is the nation’s leading provider and advocate of high-quality, affordable health care for

women, men, and young people, as well as the nation’s largest provider of sex education. With more than 600

health centers across the country, Planned Parenthood organizations serve all patients with care and

compassion, with respect and without judgment. Through health centers, programs in schools and communities,

and online resources, Planned Parenthood is a trusted source of reliable health information that allows people to

make informed health decisions. We do all this because we care passionately about helping people lead

healthier lives.
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