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UW Offers Abortion Class For First Time Elective Course
Geared Toward Helping Future Doctors Deal With Patients,
Emotions

Sun., Oct. 6, 1996
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By Associated Press

The University of Washington School of Medicine has included abortion and training in teaching
curriculum for years, but this year an organized class on the subject is being offered for the first time.

The course, an elective, is geared toward helping future doctors deal with patients having abortions,
as well their own emotional, moral and ethical issues concerning the procedure, school officials said.

“We’re not teaching them to do abortions; we're teaching them about abortions,” said Dr. Thomas
Easterling, a UW professor of obstetrics and gynecology.

“This is a great context for learning about ethics in medicine,” he said. “There is no right answer here.
... This will help medical students integrate personal values into the practice of medicine.”

The elective took shape when a group of students pushed for it to become a specific, more-defined
part of their curriculum.

Such classes are taught in a handful of medical schools across the country, according to the group,
part of a national organization called Medical Students for Choice.

Members of the local group, who spoke anonymously to The Seattle Times, said they complained to
their professors that they weren’t learning what they needed to know about abortion - the most
commonly performed procedure on women.

“During my first two years, I never remember the A-word being mentioned,” said one fourth-year
medical student.
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“In part, I helped design the course to help seed my own education, because there were these gaps,”
she said.

Course work for “Voluntary Pregnancy Termination: An Overview of Medical and Social Issues”
includes reading medical literature on abortion and attending a symposium covering prenatal
diagnosis, surgery techniques and abortion-inducing drugs.

Students will also have the opportunity to spend 20 hours in clinics observing counseling sessions,
pregnancy testing and abortions.

Like other electives offered, the course will not involve performing procedures.
Many, however, are up in arms about the course’s existence.

“A doctor is supposed to be trained to save lives, and every abortion involves the taking of life of a
member of the human family - the most vulnerable, tiny members,” said Maureen Malloy, a lobbyist
with the National Right to Life Committee.

University officials argue that the medical aspect of abortion should not be confused with the moral
aspect.

N
Subscribe to the Coronavirus newsletter

Get the day’s latest Coronavirus news delivered to your inbox by subscribing to our newsletter.

Sign up

© Subscribe and login to the Spokesman-Review to read and comment on this story


https://www.spokesman.com/newsletters/

More like this
MON., JAN. 19, 1998
Fewer Doctors Willing To Perform Abortions The Actions Of Protesters Make Physicians Increasingly Fearful

THU., JAN. 22, 1998
Availability Of Abortion Dwindling Providers Decline In Past 10 Years

WED., MARCH 4, 1998
New Female Focus In Medicine Group Seeks Treatments That Aren't Based On Model For Men

MON., MARCH 26, 2018
Oregon medical students face tough test: Talking about dying

SUN., SEPT. 11, 2016
UW adopts hands-on teaching for medical school students

This Week's Circulars

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Adyance & oL

Poncosemy e SRR WLl petCOS —m

~avw sOUF Cat the nutrition th

RIGHT OIL. RIGHT FILTER. s <
RIGHT PRICE. 3 4
Sk CASTROL OIL CHANGE BUNDLE Waeol
Apparel & 5 QUARTS OF OIL + 1 OIL FILTER + SCOTT GLASS TOWEL 1
Footwear L FnTER
o for the Family

OFF -

Hover for Circular Hover for Circular Hover for Circular Hover for C|rcular

Top stories in Spokane


https://www.spokesman.com/stories/1998/jan/19/fewer-doctors-willing-to-perform-abortions-the/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/1998/jan/22/availability-of-abortion-dwindling-providers/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/1998/mar/04/new-female-focus-in-medicine-group-seeks/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2018/mar/26/oregon-medical-students-face-tough-test-talking-ab/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/sep/11/uw-adopts-hands-on-teaching-for-medical-school-stu/
https://www.spokesman.com/circulars/?utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_16390&utm_term=title&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0&traffic_source=destination_module_inline&locale=en-us

SPOKANE

‘This virus could easily spring back’: Officials remain vigilant about virus,
push resources outside Puget Sound

UPDATED: 10:51 p.m.

‘It's been quite a change’: Grant elementary offers resources, routine during closure ...

On the Front Lines: Spokane Valley firefighter always wanted to help others in his community ...

WSU nursing director says structure, voicing emotions key in coronavirus isolation during S-R forum ...

Pollution limits in Spokane River subject of Ecology online meetings Wednesday ...

Most read stories

Deputies arrested wrong man for fatal beating in Spokane Valley; charge permanently dismissed ...
Rob Curley: Coronavirus not only makes communities sick, it has infected local journalism, too ...
Red Lion Hotels parent company closing Spokane office ...

Pandemic reflected in newspaper industry’s struggles ...


https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/07/five-more-covid-19-cases-confirmed-in-spokane-coun/
https://www.spokesman.com/spokane/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/07/five-more-covid-19-cases-confirmed-in-spokane-coun/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/06/its-been-quite-a-change-grant-elementary-offers-re/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/07/on-the-front-lines-spokane-valley-firefighter-alwa/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/07/wsu-nursing-director-says-structure-voicing-emotio/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/07/pollution-limits-in-spokane-river-subject-of-ecolo/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/07/deputies-arrested-wrong-man-for-fatal-beating-in-s/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/08/rob-curley-the-far-reaching-effects-of-covid-19/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/06/red-lion-hotels-parent-company-closing-spokane-off/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/apr/08/epidemic-reflected-in-newspaper-industrys-struggle/

Asking the right questions of your CBD company

SPONSORED
If you are like most CBD (cannabidiol) curious consumers, you’ve heard CBD can help with many ailments.


https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/feb/19/asking-right-questions-your-cbd-company/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/feb/19/asking-right-questions-your-cbd-company/
https://www.spokesman.com/sponsored/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/feb/19/asking-right-questions-your-cbd-company/

Follow us elsewhere:

Kl Facebook
B2 Twitter
¥ Newsletter

Subscribe

Print edition home delivery
Newspaper Routes Available

Help

Customer Service
Sitemap

Directory
Subscriber Services

User

Subscribe
My Account

Advertising

Triple-Nine Digital
Classifieds
Obituaries

More

Masthead

Staff

Cowles Jobs
Archives/Research
Buy photo reprints
Jumble

Crossword
Horoscopes

Contact Us

Downtown Spokane
999 W Riverside Ave


https://www.facebook.com/spokesmanreview/
https://twitter.com/SpokesmanReview
https://www.spokesman.com/newsletters/manage/
https://checkout.spokesman.com/?stateInfo=&source=external
https://www.spokesman.com/open-routes/
https://www.spokesman.com/customer-service/
https://www.spokesman.com/sitemap/
https://www.spokesman.com/customer-service/#directory
https://myaccount.spokesman.com/Home?SiteCode=SR
https://checkout.spokesman.com/?g2i_source=spokesman&g2i_medium=header&g2i_campaign=default
https://myaccount.spokesman.com/
https://www.spokesman.com/advertising/
https://triple9digital.com/
https://www.spokesman.com/classifieds/
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/spokesman/
https://www.spokesman.com/masthead/
https://www.spokesman.com/staff/
https://www.spokesman.com/careers/
https://www.spokesman.com/archives/
https://pics.spokesman.com/
https://www.spokesman.com/jumble/
https://www.spokesman.com/crossword/
https://www.spokesman.com/horoscopes/

Spokane, Wa 99201
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 2160
Spokane, WA 99210

Customer service:
(509) 747-4422

Newsroom:
(509) 459-5400

© Copyright 2020, The Spokesman-Review | Community Guidelines | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Copyright Policy

© Copyright 2016,The Spokesman-Review


tel:5097474422
tel:5094595400
https://www.spokesman.com/community-guidelines/
https://www.spokesman.com/service-agreement/
https://www.spokesman.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.spokesman.com/copyright/

