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By agreement of the Georgia Composite Medical Baard (“Board”) and Lawrence W.

Miller, M.D. (“Respondent”), the following disposition of the matter is entered pursuant to the

provisions of O.C.G.A. § 50-13-13(a)(4).

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.

Respondent is licensed to practice medicine in the Sfate of Georgia and was licensed as

such at all times relevant to the matters stated herein.

2.

Medical records show that on or about March 11, 2908, 15 year old patient B.M.

presented at Respondent's office, Savannah Medical Clinic,

Savannah, GA, for an induced

termination of her approximate 15 week twin pregnancy. Medical records further show that

Respondent was unable to complete the procedure, sent theg

and then back to the OR to resume the procedure. Medical

patient back to the recovery room,

records indicate that although

Respondent recognized the abortion was incomplete and that perforation was possible, he sent

the patient home with instructions to her family to go to the hospital ER if she complained of

abdominal pain or vaginal bleeding. Medical records indig

the same evening to Memorial Hospital, Savannah, GA, W

ate that patient B.M. was admitted

th severe abdominal/pelvic pain and




bleeding, and underwent emergent surgery to repair three (3)|uterine perforations (5-6 cm long),

complete the abortion and cystoscopy. Medical records show patient B.M. received four (4)

units of blood and spent five (5) days in the hospital.
3.

A Board appointed peer reviewer evaluated Respondent’s treatment of patient B.M. and
concluded that it departed from and failed to conform to minimal standards of acceptable and
prevailing medical practice in the following ways:

(a) Regarding diagnosis, Respondent failed to abandon the procedure when perforation was
suspected along with what appeared to be fetal parts outside the uterus. Respondent also failed to
immediately transfer the patient by ambulance to the hospital|and allowed her to leave by private
vehicle; and

()  Regarding recordkeeping, Respondent's records indicate incomplete physical
examination, skimpy, handwritten operative note and progresf note with little emphasis on the likely
perforation(s) and the recording of few vital signs despite the|length of time in recovery and the
seriousness of the patient's condition.
4.
Respondent admits the above findings of fact and wdives any additional findings of fact

in the above-referenced matter.

LUSE OF LAWY
Respondent’s conduct constitutes sufficient grounds for the Board to exercise its

disciplinary authority and to impose sanctions on Respondent|s license to practice medicine in




the State of Georgia under O.C.G.A. Chs. 1 and 34, T. 43, as pmended. Respondent hereby

waives any further conclusions of law with respect to the abot

ORDER

ye-styled matter.

The Georgia Composite Medical Board, having considered the particular facts and

circumstances of this case, hereby orders and Respondent hen
- L

Respondent shall obtain twenty (20) hours of continuil

area of pregnancy termination in addition to the CME require

obtaining the CME, Respondent shall submit the title of the ¢

Eby agrees to the following terms:

hg medical education (“CME”) in the
 of all Georgia physicians. Prior to

burse(s) he plans to attend and

information concerning the course(s) to the Board. Within orje (1) year from the effective date of

this Order, Respondent shall submit proof of completion of the additional twenty (20) hours to the

Board.
2.

Respondent shall submit to the Board a fine of seven {

housand five hundred dollars

($7,500.00) to be paid by cashier's check or money order ma

payable to the Georgia Composite

Medical Board within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this Order. Failure to pay the fine in

full by the 90® day shall be considered a violation of this Ord

r and shall result in further

sanctioning of Respondent's license, including revocation, up¢n substantiation thereof.

3.

In addition to the fine, Respondent shall pay administfative fees in the amount of five

hundred fifty dollars ($550.00) as reimbursement to the Boarg

investigation of this matter, which expenses do not include tin

| of expenses incurred in the

he spent by the investigative division




of the Board. Said fees shall be payable by certified check orjmoney order to the Georgia

Composite Medical Board within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Consent Order.

Failure to pay the entire amount by the 30" day shall be consiflered a violation of this Consent

Order and shall result in further sanctioning of Respondent’s license, including revocation, upon

substantiation.
4.
This Consent Order and dissemination thereof shall bel
Respondent by the Board.

5.

considered a public reprimand of

Respondent understands that pursuant to O.C.G.A. Title 43, Chapter 34A, the contents of

this order shall be placed on Respondent’s Physician Profile. Furthermore, by executing this

Consent Order, Respondent hereby agrees to permit the Board
reflecting this Consent Order.

6.

to update the Physician’s Profile

Respondent acknowledges that he is represented by coyinsel and that he has read this

Consent Order and understands its contents. Respondent unddrstands that he has the right to a

hearing in this matter and freely, knowingly and voluntarily whives that right by entering into

this Consent Order. Respondent understands and agrees that a

of Law may be present during the Board’s consideration of thi

representative of the Department

b Consent Order and that the

Board shall have the authority to review the investigative file 4nd all relevant evidence in

considering this Consent Order. Respondent further understands that this Consent Order will not

become effective until approved and docketed by the Georgia |

Respondent understands that this Consent Order, once approvd

Composite Medical Board.

d and docketed, shall constitute a




public record, evidencing disciplinary action by the Board. However, if this Consent Order is
not approved, it shall not constitute an admission against inteyest in this proceeding, or prejudice
the right of the Board to adjudicate this matter. Respondent hereby consents to the terms and
sanctions contained herein.

Approved, this 2 4 day o ; 201?.
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