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CHICAGO (CBS) -- In a little more than three weeks, abortions in the state of Indiana will
officially be illegal, with few exceptions.
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In a post Roe v. Wade world, women are crossing state lines to get an abortion. But now
were learning doctors are too, to continue to be able to do their job

CBS 2's Marissa Perlman has the story of one Indiana doctor. Dr. Katie McHugh said she is
part of a new exodus of abortion doctors who are setting up shop in Illinois because they
can no longer practice in their home state.

It's not a choice Dr. McHugh said she wants to make, but said she has to, for her own
patients and her practice.

"My name is Dr. Katie McHugh and I am an OB/GYN and abortion provider in Indiana."

Dr. Katie McHugh, life long Indiana resident and OB/GYN, is taking to TikTok to share what
its like being an abortion practitioner right now in Indiana.

"This is probably the 10th night in a row I can't sleep...I am up thinking about what to do."

Up thinking about what to do, now that her work will soon be criminalized.

"We will do whatever it takes to be able to provide that care, and sometimes that means
leaving our homes," McHugh said.

The new law passed by the Indiana General Assembly and signed by the governor in
August will close abortion clinics starting September 15th, unless they are run by a
hospital, making Dr. McHugh's practice illegal.

She's now planning to move her work to Illinois to help the up to 30,000 additional
patients who could travel to the state for abortions.

And she's not the only one in her field making this choice.

"We are choosing to move our practices and to travel to states where we are able to
provide this care," McHugh said.

She's eyeing opening her practice in Illinois close to the Indiana border, the Chicago area
or in southern Illinois to help with patients coming in from Kentucky or Tennessee.

But up until last month, she had plans to stay and work in Indiana her whole life.
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"Being forced to leave my home because of the work that I do is so heartbreaking,"
McHugh said.

And the competition from other doctors making the same move is tough.

"All of us who are coming to your state to work or to seek care we are competing with the
people who are already are in Illinois," added McHugh.

But Dr. McHugh said she has no choice.

"Just because my state has taken the backwards decision that people should not be able to
make those decision does not mean that my oath changes," McHugh said. "So I will take
my oath to Illinois." 

Her entire family including her kids are in Indiana, so Dr. McHugh will be commuting from
Indiana to Illinois for now. She's applied for her medical license in Illinois and is working
with clinics here to find out exactly where she'll set up shop.

In:
 Illinois
 Indiana
 Abortion

Watch CBS News

Turn On

Be the first to know
Get browser notifications for breaking news, live
events, and exclusive reporting.

Not Now

https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/cbs2/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/contests/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/program-guide/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/sitemap/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/about/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/advertise/
https://www.paramountplus.com/?ftag=PPM-06-10aib4i
https://www.paramount.com/careers/experienced
https://policies.cbslocal.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.viacomcbsprivacy.com/en/policy
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/tag/illinois/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/tag/indiana/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/tag/abortion/
https://www.cbsnews.com/live/


9/7/22, 10:17 AM 'Will do whatever it takes': Indiana OB-GYN and abortion provider moves her practice to Illinois - CBS Chicago

https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/will-do-whatever-it-takes-indiana-ob-gyn-and-abortion-provider-moves-her-practice-to-illinois/ 4/4


 
 


Do Not Sell My Personal Information

Cookies Policy

Public File for WBBM-TV / CBS2

Public Inspection File Help

FCC Applications

EEO Report

Watch CBS News

https://www.viacomcbsprivacy.com/en/donotsell?r=cbsnews.com/chicago/
https://www.viacomcbsprivacy.com/en/cookies?r=cbsnews.com/chicago/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wbbm-tv
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/public-inspection/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/fcc-applications/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/eeo-reports/
https://www.facebook.com/cbschicago/
https://twitter.com/CBSchicago
https://www.instagram.com/cbschicago/
https://youtube.com/CBSChicago/
https://www.cbsnews.com/live/

