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A woman from Shelby County has �led a medical malpractice lawsuit against the West Alabama Women's

Center (WAWC) in Tuscaloosa over an abortion that allegedly almost killed her and left her unable to become

pregnant again last December.

The �ve-count lawsuit was �led last month, on November 11th, in the circuit court of Tuscaloosa

County. Judge Daniel F. Pruet, who was elected to his seat on the bench in 2020, will preside over the case.

"Predisposed to Suffer"

The suit centers on the plight of a Shelby County woman identi�ed under the pseudonym "Jane Stone," who

reportedly �rst visited the WAWC on December 22, 2020, for a pre-admission evaluation for an abortion.

"Jane Stone informed [a nurse] that she decided to have an abortion after prenatal genealogical testing

revealed that her child was predisposed to suffer from lifelong health disorders, including Downs [sic]

Syndrome," according to the lawsuit.
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Stone also allegedly asked about the risks speci�c to the pregnancy termination procedure recommended to

her, which is called Dilation & Evacuation. She was told that hemorrhaging was the primary complication that

arose after the procedure, and a nurse allegedly explained that "a patient had died following a procedure

performed at the clinic, but ... the patient's death was the result of drug use and not related to the procedure

or complications of the procedure."

Stone underwent an ultrasound and scheduled her abortion for December 28th, 2020. Tamer Yvette

Middleton, a Georgia physician who practices at the West Alabama Women's Center, was set to perform the

procedure.

The Process

(Editor's note: the paragraphs below will describe an abortion procedure in detail and also outline how Jane

Stone's reportedly went wrong. Reader discretion is advised.)

After setting the stage with this background information, the lawsuit explains the process of a Dilation and

Evacuation procedure. According to the complaint, a D&E is the "preferred method" for performing late �rst-

trimester and second-trimester abortions. Essentially, instruments are passed through the cervix and into the

uterus, where the fetus is then vacuumed out of the body.
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The procedure requires advance preparation, called cervical priming, to allow the medical instruments to

pass safely into the uterus. According to the lawsuit, this priming is usually done through medications such

as Cytotec, which softens, thins and opens the cervix before the procedure.
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"In order to properly dilate the cervix pre-operatively, the woman must receive the agent at least three hours

prior to her procedure," the complaint read.

The Day of the Procedure

Stone allegedly arrived for the procedure at 10:40 a.m. on December 28th and sat in a waiting room with

around three dozen other patients.

ADVERTISEMENT

Ad removed. Details

At 11:30, she was called back to an o�ce to sign additional paperwork, where a nurse reportedly apologized

that the clinic was "overbooked and understaffed." Stone was also told no one could give her any medication

until she met with Dr. Middleton.

An hour later, at 12:30 p.m., Stone was said to have been given 800 micrograms of Cytotec for cervical

priming.

At 1 p.m., she was reportedly given Xanax, Phenergan, Naproxen and Doxycycline.

At 1:30 p.m., just an hour after she received her �rst dose of Cytotec, Stone was taken to a procedure room

where Middleton performed the dilation and evacuation of the fetus.

ADVERTISEMENT

"During the procedure, which she performed without the use of ultrasound guidance and without adequate

cervical preparation, Dr. Middleton lacerated the right side of Jane Stone's cervix, perforated the lower right

uterine segment, and sheared multiple uterine blood vessels," according to the complaint.

Middleton reportedly became concerned with Stone's level of blood loss and called several nurses into the

procedure room to assist in monitoring her vital signs, performing an ultrasound and administering more

medication, including 800 more micrograms of Cytotec.
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Progressing Toward Shock

At 2:30 p.m., Stone was carried from the procedure room to a recovery room, where she was placed in a

recliner.
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According to the lawsuit, Stone sat there for an hour. She could not walk, was bleeding internally, complained

out loud of severe pain and lost consciousness several times.

"Jane Stone exhibited signs of signi�cant ongoing blood loss," according to the lawsuit. "In addition, Jane

Stone was noted to be pale and diaphoretic, and her vital signs indicated that she was progressing toward

shock. Neither Dr. Middleton nor any other physician evaluated Jane Stone during this time."

"Throughout the time, Jane Stone repeatedly told the nurses that something was wrong and that she wanted

someone to call an ambulance to take her to the hospital," Stone's attorneys said in the complaint. "In

response, Jane Stone's nurses [...] dismissed and/or told Jane Stone she was being anxious and she just

needed to calm down."
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By 3:30 p.m., Middleton and the staff at WAWC were reportedly struggling to �nd Stone's pulse and �nally

called an ambulance to take her to DCH Regional Medical Center in Tuscaloosa.

On the way to the hospital, paramedics reportedly called ahead to warn that Stone was unresponsive, that

they could not obtain her blood pressure and that she had signs of heavy internal bleeding.
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Stone arrived at DCH's emergency room at 4:08 p.m., where doctors found she had an enlarged uterus and

evidence of signi�cant hemorrhaging.

At 5:25 p.m., her doctor at DCH ordered an immediate consultation with an OB-GYN, who had her rushed to

an operating room.
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The lawsuit alleges that Stone lost around a liter of blood internally and despite the doctor, OB-GYN and a

vascular surgeon making multiple attempts to stem the bleeding, they ultimately "had no choice but to

perform a supracervical hysterectomy," and surgically remove her uterus.

Stone reportedly received two units of packed red blood cells and one unit of fresh frozen plasma while in

surgery.

Stone was then transferred to DCH's intensive care unit and remained hospitalized until January 1st, 2021.

The Lawsuit

Stone's �ve-count lawsuit outlines 17 ways that Middleton and the WAWC "breached the applicable standard

of care" for Stone by administering too much Cytotec, not allowing enough time for adequate cervical

priming, lacerating and perforating her cervix, uterine segment and uterine arteries, failing to respond

appropriately to her bleeding after the procedure and ignoring her concerns post-operation.
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Stone alleges she suffered "severe acute physical injuries" and "life-threatening hemorrhaging and

hypovolemic shock." She said she endured lengthy hospitalization, surgical, anesthetic and therapeutic

treatment, great physical pain and suffering and mental anguish.

As a result of her hysterectomy, she will never be able to become pregnant and have children, and she

expects "signi�cant medical bills and out-of-pocket expenses related to in vitro fertilization and surrogacy."
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Stone also alleges the clinic staff lied or omitted key details about their operations, leadership and history.

Stone noted that another patient died on May 7, 2020 "as a result of a uterine perforation and hemorrhaging

related to an attempted surgical D&E performed at WAWC;" and that staff "falsely [represented] that the

death of the WAWC patient who died [...] was related to a fatal drug overdose."

ADVERTISEMENT

The clinic staff, according to the complaint, also allegedly failed to disclose that "Dr. Leah Torres, WAWC's

medical director who was responsible for the operation and safety of all practices and procedures performed

at WAWC, had her medical license revoked in August 2020," and has received a cease and desist order from

the Medical Licensure Commission of Alabama and "was not authorized to function as medical director at

the time."

Stone said Middleton and the WAWC staff were either negligent or improperly trained to adequately treat her

and more.

For each of the �ve counts, Stone demands judgment against Middleton, the clinic and the unnamed staff

members. Her attorneys ask for a jury to determine the damages to which Stone is entitled, together with

interest, court costs and "any other relief to which [Stone] may be entitled."
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A spokesperson for the West Alabama Women's Center spoke with The Tuscaloosa Thread but declined to

comment on the lawsuit.

Stay connected to The Tuscaloosa Thread for additional updates on this case as they become available.
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1. FedEx Driver Dumped Packages in Ravine Six Different Times in Blount County

A FedEx driver who allegedly dumped hundreds of packages into a ravine in Blount County, Alabama did so over the

course of at least six different trips, Sheriff Mark Moon said Tuesday morning. Read the full story here.

(File Photo: Noah Lueker | Mugshot: Tuscaloosa Police Department)

2. Three Tuscaloosa Men Suspected of Break-Ins Face Five New Charges Each

The three Tuscaloosa men charged with seven felonies after breaking into vehicles in the area now face �ve

additional charges each related to more break-ins, police con�rmed Wednesday. Read the full story here.

https://tuscaloosathread.com/fedex-driver-dumped-packages-in-ravine-six-times/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/tuscaloosa-car-break-in-suspects-new-charges/


(Photo Courtesy of Business Interiors)

3. Former Alabama Defensive Back Passes Away After Battle with ALS

Former Alabama safety Alan Pizzitola passed away last week after a two-year battle with Amyotrophic Lateral

Sclerosis, or ALS. Read the full story here.
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(ALGO Tra�c Cameras)

4. Gallion Man was Struck by 18-Wheeler on I-20/59 While Fleeing Law

Enforcement

Police con�rmed a 26-year-old man from Gallion was struck by an 18-wheeler in the Tuesday night accident on

Interstate 59/20. Read the full story here.

(Noah Lueker | Tuscaloosa Thread)

5. Tuscaloosa Man Unveils His Massive 20,000 Christmas Light Show

One Tuscaloosa resident invites you to start the Christmas season off right and visit his massive, free Christmas

light yard show, which features 20,000 Christmas lights synced to 15 songs. Read the full story here.

(Photo: Google Maps | Mugshot: Northport Police Department)

6. Mother of Infant Abandoned at Northport Walmart Found, Arrested

https://tuscaloosathread.com/gallion-man-struck-18-wheeler-interstate-2059/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/animated-christmas-light-show-tuscaloosa/


The mother of a 5-month-old infant was arrested after her baby was abandoned at a Northport, Alabama Walmart

Thursday evening. Read the full story here.

(Stephen Dethrage | Tuscaloosa Thread)

7. Midtown Village Comes Under New Ownership

Tuscaloosa's premier outdoor commercial and residential center, Midtown Village, will now be operated under new

ownership. Read the full story here.

https://tuscaloosathread.com/abandoned-walmart-infants-mother-found-arrested/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/midtown-village-gets-new-owner/


(Tuscaloosa County School System)

8. Multi-Million Dollar Improvements Approved for Hillcrest High School

The Tuscaloosa County School Board unanimously voted to spend over 6 million dollars on two improvement

projects at Hillcrest High School. Read the full story here.

(Noah Lueker | Tuscaloosa Thread)

9. Tuscaloosa Native Returns Home to "Fool's Gold" Art Gallery

A Tuscaloosa native as returned home to plant roots with his new art gallery ten years in the making. He hopes that

this gallery will become a hub for local artists and art connoisseurs alike to come together. Read the full story here.

https://tuscaloosathread.com/multimillion-dollar-improvements-approved-for-hillcrest-high-school/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/fools-gold-art-gallery-opens-tuscaloosa/


(Noah Lueker | Tuscaloosa Thread)

10. Chamber of Commerce CEO Jim Page Re�ects on 10 Years of Service

Jim Page, President and CEO of the West Alabama Chamber of Commerce, recently re�ected on his ten years

serving in his role. He re�ected on some of the Chamber's biggest successes and struggles, and how Tuscaloosa

will grow in the future. Read the full story here.

(Getty Images)

11. Alabama Crimson Tide Upsets Georgia Bulldogs to Win 33rd Conference

Championship

https://tuscaloosathread.com/jim-page-reflects-on-10-years-ceo-chamber/


Filed Under: Featured, West Alabama Women's Center

Categories: Articles, Crime and Courts, Local News, News

The Alabama Crimson Tide entered the 30th SEC Championship Game as an underdog for the �rst time in six years.

Its safe to say the Tide responded well to the underdog role as No. 3 Alabama rolled to a 41-24 over the No. 1

Georgia Bulldogs. Read the full story here.
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Man Charged with Attempted
Murder for Shooting at
Tuscaloosa Apartment

Northport To Vote on
$500,000 Upgrades to Parks &
“Saved” Community Center

Woman Struck & Killed by
Vehicle on Tuscaloosa’s
Skyland Boulevard Thursday

Tuscaloosa County Schools,
Others, To Stay Closed Friday
for Severe Weather

Tuscaloosa’s Long-Awaited
KPOT Korean BBQ & Hot Pot
Set to Finally Open

Tuscaloosa Mayor Says City
Will Meet the Moment, Build
on Foundation Sabans Laid

Sabans to Sponsor One Last
Habitat House in Tuscaloosa
to Honor SEC Championship

Mrs. Terry Says Foundation’s
Work Will Continue in Farewell
Post to Alabama

Tuscaloosa Abortion Clinic
Halts All Procedures After
Supreme Court Decision

https://tuscaloosathread.com/eeo/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/advertising-and-marketing-for-business/tuscaloosa-al/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/fcc-applications/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/report-an-inaccuracy/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/terms/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/contest-rules/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/privacy/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/digital-accessibility-statement/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/privacy/preferences/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/help/
https://www.facebook.com/tuscaloosathread
https://www.facebook.com/tuscaloosathread
https://twitter.com/TCLThread
https://twitter.com/TCLThread
https://www.townsquaremedia.com/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/arrest-made-for-creekwood-village-shooting/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/arrest-made-for-creekwood-village-shooting/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/major-upgrades-planned-northport-public-spaces/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/major-upgrades-planned-northport-public-spaces/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/pedestrian-killed-on-skyland-thursday/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/pedestrian-killed-on-skyland-thursday/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/january-12-2024-school-closures/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/january-12-2024-school-closures/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/kpot-korean-bbq-restaurant-to-open-in-tuscaloosa/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/kpot-korean-bbq-restaurant-to-open-in-tuscaloosa/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/celebrating-saban-era-tuscaloosa-mayor-grateful/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/celebrating-saban-era-tuscaloosa-mayor-grateful/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/sabans-to-sponsor-final-habitat-house/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/sabans-to-sponsor-final-habitat-house/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/terry-saban-assures-nicks-kids-foundation-continues/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/terry-saban-assures-nicks-kids-foundation-continues/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/tuscaloosa-abortion-clinic-halts-all-procedures-after-supreme-court-decision/
https://tuscaloosathread.com/tuscaloosa-abortion-clinic-halts-all-procedures-after-supreme-court-decision/


Abortion is banned in Oklahoma


