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Dr. Alan Braid, abortion provider and owner of Alamo Women’s Reproductive Services in San Antonio, sits in his o�ce for a
portrait on June 14, 2022.

A Texas state court has thrown out a lawsuit �led against an abortion provider who
intentionally violated a state law prohibiting abortions after about six weeks of
pregnancy.

Dr. Alan Braid was sued under a law known as Senate Bill 8, which allows private
citizens to bring lawsuits against anyone who “aids or abets” in a prohibited abortion. A
state court ruled from the bench Thursday that plaintiffs do not have standing to sue if
they have not been directly impacted by the abortion services provided, according to the
Center for Reproductive Rights, which is representing Braid.
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Thursday’s ruling sets an important precedent but does not overturn the law, said Nancy
Northup, the group’s president and chief executive, in a statement.

“This is a signi�cant win against S.B. 8’s bounty-hunting scheme because the court
rejected the notion that Texas can allow a person with no connection to an abortion to
sue,” Northup said.

When SB 8 went into effect in September 2021, it was the most restrictive abortion law
in the nation. The law banned abortions after the detection of fetal cardiac activity,
usually around six weeks of pregnancy, a point at which many people don’t even yet
know they are pregnant.

Almost all of the clinics in the state immediately stopped providing abortions after
about six weeks of pregnancy. The law’s unique civil enforcement mechanism made it
di�cult to challenge in court without a test case. Braid, a doctor who had provided
abortions in Texas since Roe v. Wade was handed down in 1973, decided to
intentionally violate the law to attract one of these private lawsuits.

“I wanted to make sure that Texas didn’t get away with its bid to prevent this blatantly
unconstitutional law from being tested,” Braid wrote in an op-ed in The Washington
Post.
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Braid was sued by at least two different parties. Thursday’s ruling is the �rst of these
cases to be resolved in court.

In addition to the six-week ban, which is civilly enforced, Texas is also operating under
several criminal abortion bans that went into effect after the overturn of Roe v. Wade in
June. Doctors who provide abortions in Texas can face up to life in prison.

In the wake of those laws going into effect, Braid closed his clinic in San Antonio, as
well as the sister facility in Tulsa.

“It is heartbreaking that Texans still can’t get essential health care in their home state
and that providers are left afraid to do their jobs,” Braid said in a statement. “Though we
were forced to close our Texas clinic, I will continue serving patients across the region
with the care they deserve at new clinics in Illinois and New Mexico.”

This story will be updated.
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In the hunt for a male contraceptive, scientists look to
stop sperm in their tracks
Regina G. Barber, December 5, 2022

For decades birth control research focused on women. Now there's a new push to develop
gels, pills or other products that could keep men from getting their partners pregnant.
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Respect for Marriage Act clears Congress with
bipartisan support
Ximena Bustillo, November 29, 2022

The bill, which would ensure federal protections for same-sex and interracial marriages, now
heads to President Biden's desk for signature.
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What we know (and don't know) about how abortion
affected the midterms
Danielle Kurtzleben, November 25, 2022

What can polls tell us? (Not a lot.) Why did ballot measures favor abortion rights while
abortion rights opponents won handily? (It's complicated.) And more lessons from the
midterms.
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Doctors and advocates tackle a spike of abortion
misinformation – in Spanish
Maria Godoy, November 3, 2022

False information targeting the Latino community is surging. Much of it is designed to
galvanize voters or discourage pregnant women from seeking care.
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Abortions decreased dramatically in Texas in the
months after SB 8, study shows
Elena Rivera, November 2, 2022

A new study from UT Austin shows the number of abortions performed in Texas dropped
dramatically in the months following Senate Bill 8.
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Abortion is not an option in Texas – even if a
developing baby has a low chance of survival
Seema Mathur, November 2, 2022

Aborting a pregnancy, in which a pregnant person’s doctor believes the developing baby has
little chance of surviving in or outside the womb is illegal in Texas.
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The Pentagon will pay for service members to travel
for abortions
Becky Sullivan, October 21, 2022

The new policy and others come from a new memo from Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
aimed at addressing concerns of service members about abortion access after the
overturning of Roe v. Wade.
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Some Texas Republicans want an exception for rape in
the abortion ban. That doesn't mean much.
Sergio Martínez-Beltrán, October 21, 2022

State Sen. Robert Nichols became the �rst GOP lawmaker to publicly say he wants to change
the law. But he’s not even willing to craft a bill.
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The post-Roe legal landscape regulating abortion in
Texas: 'Myriad laws on top of laws'
Jennifer Stayton, October 20, 2022

Some of Texas' abortion laws right now are criminal. Some are civil. Some are recently
passed laws. Some have been on the books for decades. One thing is clear: Abortion is
banned with limited exceptions.
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What it's like being an abortion doula in a state with
restrictive laws
Destinee Adams, October 19, 2022

"I'm an abortion doula, I fund people's abortions, I make sure they can get to their
appointments, period," said Ash Williams of North Carolina. "I can do that. I just need to keep
doing that."
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Texas' abortion ban adds pressure to already strained
Medicaid system
Haya Panjwani, October 19, 2022

Low-income Texans no longer able to access abortion are likely to carry out a pregnancy.
Many of them don’t have health insurance, which means they’re eligible for Medicaid. But the
system operates at the minimum here.
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What it’s like to date (and have sex) under Texas'
abortion ban
Audrey McGlinchy, October 18, 2022

Some people are having deeper conversations earlier on in dating — not just about
contraception and potential pregnancy but about values. The result can be increased
intimacy, but also exhaustion, particularly among women.
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With abortions banned, these Central Texans turned to
permanent forms of birth control
Marisa Charpentier, October 17, 2022

Local doctors have seen a surge in requests for vasectomies and salpingectomies since
Texas' abortion bans went into effect. Some people see this as a way to remain childfree,
while others want to avoid high-risk pregnancies.
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Why childbirth is so dangerous for many young teens
Sarah Varney, October 7, 2022

Laws banning abortion in many conservative U.S. states are expected to boost birth rates
among adolescents, whose bodies often aren't built for safe childbirth, or for carrying a
pregnancy to term.
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66 clinics stopped providing abortions in the 100 days
since Roe fell
Selena Simmons-Du�n, October 6, 2022

A new report assessed the impact of laws in the 15 states that have banned or heavily
restricted abortion since June 24.
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Planned Parenthood mobile clinic will take abortion to
red-state borders
Sarah McCammon, October 3, 2022

Planned Parenthood says it will provide abortions out of an RV-based clinic in southern
Illinois by the end of the year. It will reduce travel time for some patients coming from
surrounding states.
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Telemedicine abortions just got more complicated for
health providers
Farah Yousry, September 26, 2022

Prescribing medical abortions across state lines is now risky for doctors. "We're talking about
something that's a protected right in one state and a felony in a sister state," says one legal
scholar.
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The VA says it will provide abortions in some cases
even in states where it's banned
Joe Hernandez, September 5, 2022

The new policy came in response to the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision overturning Roe
v. Wade, which saw a number of states move to limit or ban abortion.
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Poll: One year after SB 8, Texans express strong
support for abortion rights
Sarah McCammon, September 1, 2022

One year after a restrictive abortion law took effect, a poll shows a majority of Texans
surveyed say they support abortion access in most or all cases. Many say the issue will
motivate them to vote.
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